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А S the Subje& оё the following Treatife is of 


М 
A 


great Importance in Religion, the Author pro- 
< Ж feffes tò have carefully examined: іс by a fin- 
‘Study of the whole Scripture relating to it, and 
tohave done his Бей to adapt it to the Capacities of 
common Chriftians, for whofe Ufe it is intended. He 
Gonot prevail upon himfelfto make any Apology to 
tae Public бог propoting to the Examination of Chri- 
К ‘a Point of religious Profeffion. and Wor- 
р, wherein they are as muchconcerned as the Great 
earned ; only he hopes he has taken Care to give 
10 jut Caufe of Offence, by the Manner in which it 
*doe, The Appeal is made to the common Senfe of 
Л Chriftian People, and they are often exhorted to 
form their Judgment upon the Pritciples of common 
~ This is not defigned as a Reflexion upon any 
end fincere Perfons, as if- rhofe.who held the 
"here oppofed ` were wanting io. thei Under- 
the Authorbeing fenfible that they adhere 
Ка Myftery found in Seriptare, and fo exprefsa 
* for it upon that Account. But whether it 
ot, all Chriftians. have a Right to look into 
*themíelves, and judge according to Evi- 
enc eb. “(бте very "worthy Perfons may think 
it the People matt depend u the Determination 
the Learned ла dispu dulce Poi. 
he Author prefefles himfelf obliged to the Labours 
eral Learned Men, in drawing up the following 
ife; more particularly, the two large Collections 
ts are" taken from the immortal Dr. Ciarke's 
A2 Scripture 


(ir) 
Scripture DoBrine of tbe Trinity, a той excelleat Book, 
that has been in the Hands of tbe Eearned thefe for- 
ty Years: as it contains all the Texts of the New 
Teftament relating to this Doctrine, he thinks it high- 
ly neceffary that the той confidesable Part of them 
ould be fet forth to the View and Examination 0 
СОР" Chriftians, which be cannot find basyet беер 
ne. _ 


аз good Judges аз the Learned. Upon (ыз. Footing 
(in order to prevent needles Controverly) it is 166 
mended to the ferious Confideration of the fincere and 
learned Defenders of the Atbanafian Scheme, to 
a clear and diftin& Anfwer to the Obfervations - 
upon the Colledlien of Texte, where the Father, ! 
and Holy Ghoft.are mentioned together, »which 
an immediate Reference, to Chriflian Profeffion 
then to give adirect Anfwer, to the Obfervatio 
upon the Coile&dion of Texts relating Xo 
Worthp, which he thinks entirely depend upor 
Matter of Fatt; and therefore, if he be miftake 
may be eafily fhewn to be fo in the Compafs of 
Pages. If a clear Anfwer be given to thefe | 3 
fential Points, the Author folemnly profeffes, as 
he тай anfwer for, at the Day of Judgment, t 
will fairly and openly acknowledge himfelf „аз. 
fon who has endeavoured, through a miftak 
ment, to miflead Chriftian People in an imp 
Article of Faith and Practice. Вос if this be not dor 
then it is recommended to the Confciences of t 
Learned, that they would not take any Steps to p 
vent Chriftian People from feeiog the Truth as ii 
in Jefus; but rather promote fo good a Caufe, . 
ing affured that they muft Йала at Cérift's Tr buna 
ftripped of all worldly Honours, Digoities, and Ё 
- ferments ; at which folemn Time nothing will be 
any Account, but what they have done according ¢ 
the (tri& Rules of Chriftian Simplicity and Integrity. 
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ined in the following Treatife. 

moe л 

E Right and Duty of Chriffian People to judge 
: flues in Matters of Religion, proved 

^r ane age т. 

ef the Athanafian Creed. not Sound in 


. 5 

d im two important Queftions, Whether 
be Ни Father only ; hon? the one 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft. In confequence 
ber it is our Duty, os Chriflians, to di- 
“to one fupreme God and Father of 
Name of Chritt, for the Affifance of the 
"Hely Spirit ; and admitting the Worfbip of Chrift, 
aubether it is our Duty, as Chriftians, to invoke bim 
i Mediator to the Glory of God the Father? Or, 
the "we ди pra to the Father as God, the 

Jed, and the Holy Gho as Сой; and then to 

te Perfons as one God ? Page 7, ёс. 
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" DeGrine of one God delivered in Scripture in the 
plaine єй ft Terms. 8, ёс. 
“The one Gad гхргс/у declared to be the Father only. Q. 
A The 
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iw f the New Teflament relatieg to religious 
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| Worfkip, 96. The 

72 of the ди and Ness te 
: 96, ёс. 

(сэв етсез of dire? аатай 40 

bin she Neu Татем. there is Glory білету 
d 2 , 101 
V Inflauce to be found in Scripture, either by Precept or 
Example, of invoking the Holy Spirit in Prayer or 


107 
People are convinced of 
- Do&rine and Wor- 

X plained 115 
be Church occafionally fet 
| 126 
Дз carneft Exbortation to all Chriftian People to live 
‹ to the Laws of Chrift: what Virtue Chri- 
Дат exercife im а more particular Manner : 
by the Bebavviour of the firft Chrifiians, 
efl and риге} Ages: this urged as an unan- 
ment of tbe Truth of Chriftianity 127 

9 e Grounds for Infidelity Бате been oc- 
by the corrupt Doctrines and Practices intro- 
тсе the Time of Constantine the firft Chrifiian 
2 Popery at lafi ge a : this an Argu- 
Truth of Scripture, becaufe fo carly pro- 
phefied 
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.. ToCuristian Рворьк of all 


DENOMINATIONS, 
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And more particularly, 
The M =ЕмЕЕ Ак 5 ОЁ ће 


©новсн of ENGLAND, 


The Author of the following Treatife beartily wifheth 
— Grace, Mercy and Peace from Сор our Father, and 
frm ibe borp Jesus Carist. 


| M dear Сав. Readers, 
-A S I ptopofe appealing to your common Senfe, 
А on, regal м ап Карый Point of Faith 
4 X and Worfhip impofed upon your Confciences 
by Church Authority, I.think it not improper to pre- 
tile a few Obfervations, in order to convince you of 
- Right and Duty «0 схатіпе and judge for your- 
(dies in Matters of Religion; which indeed is fo 
very plain, that one would think по Proteffant could 
lit in Quedion. Bot notwithftanding this, many 
of the Wile and Learned talk and write in 
fecha Way, as if common Chriftians were abío- 
lately to depend upon the Determination of the Learn- 
ed, as not being fufficiently qualified to judge for 
ihemíelves. Points indeed of mere Learning, muk 
asma" : you cannot form a Judg- 
-— ment 


(2) 
ment about them, becaufe the Evidence on which 
they. depend, lies out-of-your Way: But- I am- 
акар OF the Dotirines of the o T NEL] were 
defigned for Perfons of all Capacities; and confe- 
quently muft be fuppofed, unlefs we will echarpe Al- 
mighty God with dealing unfaitly with his Creatures, 
to be delivered’ fo plainly, that all Perfons of com. - 
mon Senfe may be qualified: to underfand what the | 
Lord requires of them. P. : » 

‘The firit Preachers of the Gofpel were fo far from 
difcouraging the гі ей Enquiries sinto their Preten- 
fions, that they earneftly encouraged their Hearers to 
examine the Evidence that was offered them, and ex- 
pected to be regarded no farther in what they preach- | 
ed, than as they proved their Point by Force of Ar- 
gument. , What a noble Character is given tbe Be 
réans, betaufe they fearched the Scriptures ; tha is, 
the Prophecies of the Old Teftament, as being Jews 
whether what the Apoftles had reported from them 
Was true ? és xvii. 10. тт. When St. Poul preach- | 
ed to the Gentiles or Heathens, who had never heard 
of the Old Teftament, he does not refer them tothe |, 
Prophets, but appeals toa plain Matter of Fact, a 
which they might enquire. He does not expe& to 
be believed upon his own Word, that God will judge 
Mankind by Fe/us Chrifi, but only as they оша frd 
it true upon Examination, tbat he had raifed him from 
the Dead, 25 xvii. зт. ` . 

When Chriflians increafed, and Churches 
planted in feveral Places, St. Paul exhorts the Chri- 
ilians, сомот he directed his Epiftles, to prove” 
c" and hold -fat that which is good ; to ju 
what he faid, аз Perfons endued with Underftanc 
1 Thef у. ал, л Cor. x, 15... St. Peter likewife 
very clear, even with regard to. Chriftianity- іме 
Be always ready to give au Anfwer 10: every one t 
afketh you a Reafon of the Hope that-is in уор, - 
iii, 15. which neceffarily implies, that the Ch 
Religion is a-reafonable Inflitution, founded upon the 
Бей Evidence; and that it is the Duty of all Chri 
ftians to enquire into the Proofs which fupport i 


(3) 
tarefally retain їп their Minds the Groands on which 


their. is built. 9d dls 
. sere rer the Apofiles was exactly agree- 
able to. that of ourbleffed Lord, who: conitantly ap- 


to his mighty Works, as the Evidence of his 

irinae Commiffion ; and never required of any to ac- 

а him as the Chrift, or "n fent from 

"without producing his Credentials. | He plainly 

declared, that thofe who- rejected him were inexcut- 

able, becaufe they | withítood- the Пгопрей Evidence 
that could be given them. к 

As it was ondeniably the Right of all Perfons to 

judge for themfelves in religious Matters, when the 

el was frit preached to the World; (о it mult 

be б ас all other Times : It muft be the 

‘of the Laizy as well.as Clergy, the People as 

as Paílors, to сопбіег aod: compare all Doétrines 

delivered by the greateit Authority ороо Easth, with 

the written Word of God; which all Proteftants al- 

low and contend, is the only Rule of Faith and 


—Qur Anceftors, about two hundred Years ago, 
the grievous Yoke of Popith Tyranny, Su- 
perüition and Idolatry, and, in general, afferted the 
Rights of Men and Chriitians. Accordingly 
I by our Church, in ем Article, chat 
с holy Scripture.containeth all Things neceffary to 
end. So that whatíoever is not read therein, 
or may be proved thereby, is not (0 be required of 
[ Man, that it íhould be believed. as an Article of 
Тань, orbe thought requifite or песс агу to Salva- 
ж. The Church therefore, if the be confiftent with 
folemn Declaration, cannot but allow all her 
bers to examine her Decifions by the Word of 

Sod, and form their Sentiments of Religion by that 
tale, which the herfelf hath pronounced to be the 
ly one, to which all her Doctrines muft be referred. 
hout derogating from the Chara&er of thofe ex- 

‚ Men who compiled our Liturgy, and framed 

of Religion, it may fairly be prefumed, chat 
they were jut come out of the grofs Corruptions 
be Bz of 
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of Popery, they did not fee the whole Troth, as it is 
in Jefus: and ме fhall be abfolutely inexcufable, if 
we put all their Decrees upon the fame Footing with 
the Word of God, and argue from. them as if they - 
were the infallible Di&ates of the Holy Spirit. = 
Having premifed thefe Obfervations, in order to — 
affert and vindicate your undoubted Rights of a free 
and impartial Examination: of religious Matters; I 
fhall now beg Leave to appeal to your common Senfe, 
with regard to an important Poiot, wherein the. Ho- | 
nour of God, and the Woríhip we owe Him, аге 
deeply concerned. буг 4 
I do not pretend to write for the Learned ; the 
Affair has been debated among them thefe forty Y ears, 
and every Thing that can be faid on both Sides has 
been urged by the contending Parties. And altho’ it 
‘be confidently reported, not without Grounds, by 
thofe who know the World, that great Numbers of - 
the Learned have changed their Sentiments »fince the 
Controverfy began, yet they (сет inclined to keep i 
asa Secret among themfelves; very few have ma 
open Profeflions, and nothing has yet been attemp 
by the Governors of the Church, to reform what 
been judged amifs: And therefore I think it h 
Time to apply to you in а Caufe, that concerns yi 
as much as your Betters, as being convinced by Ex- 
erience, that you are capable of hcm ve 
Truth by common Reafon, as well as the Wife, Great 
and Learned, when the Evidence is fairly laid bei a 
you. Iwill make ufe of no Arguments, but what 
you may, with a moderate Degree of Attention, un- 
derftind, and what I think weil adapted to | 
Conviction in your Minds; without employi 
Arts whatfoever, unbecoming the Charatier of а 
сеге Chriftian, who profcffeih to writeewith no other 
View, bat to promote the Glory of the One Sapreme 
Сор; the Honour of Chrift's Religion, as it-was 
by himfelf and his Apoftles ; and the Ргорзра 
it pure and unmixed throughout the World. — 8 
The Athanafian Creed, whichis appointed to ber 
on fome remarkable Days, is fappofed, by the Compi 


05) 
of oor- -to contain.a true Explication of the 
15533 Trinity ; which not only appears from 
Words of the Creed ше; bat I likewife 
other Parts of the Liturgy, whercin the 
me Dota Бол implied or exprefied ; more 


particularly im the Beginning of the Litany, it is 
made a Part of our folemn Worhhip. By the Creed 


Morte, to believe, that the Father i» God, 
the Son andthe Holy Ghof is God: and 
thefe Three are One God. In confequence of which 
a are бек эрт to pray to the Father аз God, the 
Holy Ghot as God; and then 

ми. Perfons as being one God. It is agreed 
onall Sides, that this Doctrine and Way of Worthip 
it, are Matter of meer Жаина, not de- 
the Principles of Reafon, but owe all 
to the Word of God: And there- 
1 -your Right ard. Duty, if you would be 
pught reafonable Believers; to examine and com- 
“this DoGrine, and Way of Woifhip, with the 
and exprefs Determination of Chrift and his 

l Let the New Teftament and your Com- 
Prayer-Book lie open before you, and diligentiy 

Ч — werte fallible Meo, with the infallible 


4 would firft obferve, and refer to your Judg- 
, it, that the Do&trice of the Trinity, as fet forth 

| Athanafian Creed, 13 not delivered in the 
E: Scripture: There аге no fuch Propofitions 
found in the Declarations of Chrift and his 

. This i is a Matter of Fa&, that you are as 
able ‹ бам about as the Learned : It is bat 
ng Over ti ew Teftament with an ordinary 
ree -of Attention, and you may eafily determine, 
inguage of the Arbanafian Creed does not 

ое facred Books, Where do you read 
3 ' Catholick Faith is, that we fhould worfhip 
ov in Trivity, and Trinity in Unity ? That 


же C of the Father, and of the Soo, and of 
у Gholt, is all- One, the Glory equal, the 
y co-eternal : the Father eternal,. the Son eter- 


' B 3 nal, 
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nal, and the Holy Ghoft eternal: and yet they 
not three Eternals, but one Eternal. "That in 
Trinity, none is afore or after other; none is: great 
or lefs than another ; but the whole three Perfons are 
co-eternal together, and co-equal. "That it is в 
fary to everlafting Salvation, that we alfo believe 
rightly the Incarnation of our Lord Jefus Chrif : 
the right Faith is, that our Lord. Jefas Chrift is p 
fet God, and perfect Man, of a reafonable Sou 
and human Fleth fübfiting : equal to the Father ав. 
toucbing his Godhead, and inferior to the Father as - 
touchirg his Manhood, Where, I fay, do you read — 
any fuch Propofitions in any Part of the facred Writ- 
ings? As they are undeniably the Words of M 
you have a Right to'demand a good Account given of 
them, before you receive fuch myftericus Propofiti 
as Articles of Faith. Doubtlefs all fincere Chri 
are indifpenfably bound to receive, with the profou 
eft Reverence, Doctrines exprefsly ter 
Word of God, tho’ they may appear very furpr 
to our hallow . Underftandings: But at the fame 
you oupht бо take: particular Cate, that you. de 
embrace the Inventions of Men, inflead of the My 
ries of God. ‘That this has been frequently — 
Cafe, is notorious in the grofs Corruptions of P 
which could never have been fwallowed down, in D 
fiance to common Seafe and Reafon, if they had not 
been ftronely recommended as Sacred and Divine, = 

Io a Word, your Bufinefs is to determine your 
Faith and Pra&ice by the exprefs Declarations of 
Chrift and his Apoftles.. No: Proteftant сар, confift 
ently with acknowledging the Scripture as the only 
Rule, charge you "with the leaít Prefumption, for i 
bringing Decrees not found there to the Teft of a ras 
tional Enquiry. On the contrary, every true Prote? 
ftant ший commend you, for that valuable Tempe; 
cf Mind that difpofes you to fearch the Word of Gad; 
whether the Dittates of Men have any aon 
there. to berstte aa) 

And that you may be enabled to form a right | 
Judgmenc in this important Caufe, -it will be neceflary _ 

to 


p 
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to fate the Cafe. The is this: Whether 
мээн moves from Reafon, as 
1 4 all Nature cries aloud that God is 
poe intelligent Agent ог Per- 
Я oe Js Governor; or whether it 
tellipent Agents or Per- 
ftance ? ^ Or to ex- 


dc a iier 1 Terms 5 Whether thé One 
PEN Father alone, “Or: whether the One 


» Son, and Holy Ghoft? In con- 


——— there naturally arifeth another Que- 
| Whether we (hould direct our religious Worfhip 


сез Father of all, ia the Name and 
of Fefus Chri, for the Heaven- 
y А: Vaf ithe Holy Spirit? and, admitting the 
; whether эс be inferior and —— 
g to the Glory of. God the Father ; 
is our Duty, аз Chriftians, to pray to the 
ad, to the Son-as God, and to the Holy 
30d, and then to thefe Three Perfons as being 
ing to the Form particularly pre- 
, and ot a pU in many other Par- 


he true. "e ap Gh the Café: and ai thé Но: 
с |, aud'our religious Practice are deeply af- 
: орь, of great Im por- 
tance. | nd that may beable to aede л to 
your Satisfa£tion, Тал tay before you, as plainly a: I 
can, the exprefs Унах of Chritt авд his Apo- 
files, with Remarks upon them, : 
Fo sepa) with" obferving, that the ‘Dodirine of 
God is ‘delivered and inculcated "in ihe élearcit 
Light, fo that do poffisle Doubt can be 
M tiis grand Principle of Natural and Reveal- 
ed Religion. And remarkable it i», that the whole 
World, though they are fo much divided in 
ents, and give fuch Variety of Explica- 
ofthe Trinity, uniformly agree in this impor- 
; Every. cota vein Ч цавь in 
One God. жоё vdi «i 
Mi mm A ded: odi doom vs 
хун A B 4 But 
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But notwithftanding this aniverfal Confent, it may 
not be improper to fet down fome decifive Texts re- 
lating to this Do&trine. Matth. xix. 16, 17. And behold. 
one came and faid unto him, Good Майег, what good: 
Thing fall. I do, that I may have eternal Life? 
And he faid unto him, why calleft thou me good. 
there is none good but owe, that is, God. Mar Á 
xii, 28. 29. 30. 33. 32. 3j. 34. One of the 
Scribes afked him, which is the firit Commandment: 
of all? And Jefus anfwered him, The frit of all) 
the Commandments is, Hear, О Iírael, the Lord our 
God isone Lord ; and thou fhalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy Heart, and with all thy Miad, and» 
with all thy Strength: this is the fiit Commandment: 
and the fecond is Fhe, namely (її, Thou Фа} love: 
thy Neighbour as thyfelf ;. there is none other Com= 
mandmeot greater than thefe. And. the Scribe faidi 
unto him, Well, Mafter, thou һай faid the Truth 5 
for there is one God, and there is none other bur Hes _ 
And to love him with all the Heart, and with а фе 
Underitanding, and with all the Soul, and. with sal 
the Scrength ;, and to love bis, Neighbour. as himfel 
is more than whole Burnt-Offerings: and- Sacrifices. 
And when 7:/u; faw that he anífwered difcreetly, he _ 
faid unto him, thou art not far from the Kingdom, of; 
God. Rome iii. ag. доҝ̆а Is: he the God of they 
Jews only ?. із he not alfo of the Gentiles? feeing sty 
is one God which бай juflify the Circamcifion bys 
Faith, and the Uncircumcifion thro’ Faith. 1 Cor. 
vili. 4. 8 There is none other God but опе. 1 Tim. 
ji. s. There із one God. James ii. 19. Thou bee 
lieveft that there is one God, thou dot well. From) 
thefe Texts, and many others that might be сойейед, 
you may fix upon this as a Principle never to be de-- 
parted from, that God is Ou s. Ж Ба. 

Be pleafed to turn to the feventeenth Chapter of. 
St. John’s Gofpel, and carefully attend to that folemn - 
Prayer addreffed to God by our blefied Saviour, Verf. 
1, 25.33 Jefu: lift up his Eyes to Heaven, aod faid, 
Father, the Hour is come ; glorify thy Son, that) thy 
Son alfo may glorify thee. As thou Бай given, him | 

ower 
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морин all Fleth, that he ould give eternal Life 
to as many аз thou haft given him. And this is Life 
eternal, that might know Thee, the only true 

Хү ‚ whom Thou hafi fmt. 
the dar эа for themfelves, and you may 
ar Father is declared by our Lord 
to be the only true God, as contradiftinguifh- 
JJ. Chrifi. This Declaration thould be 
f the greateft Importance ; becaufe our 
iour profeffes to fet forth, in the той folemn man- 
зе, the лм of Almighty God ; on the right 
wledge of whom, the extraordinary Favour of 
па! Life chiefly depends : And therefore you may 
be well affured, that the kind Inftru&or of Human 
tsoa upon fuch a weighty Occafion, deliver 
Doctrine with the utmoft Plainnefs. But up- 
ofition, that the Atbanafian Doctrine of three 
d one God, be the Doctrine of Scripture, 
aration of our Saviour тий be thought abío- 
fe, as there are two Perfons left out in his 
tion. If the- Son and Holy Ghoft have an 
ide to the Godhead with the Pather, it can- 
ue that tlie Father is the only true God. But 
joar e made this folemn Declaration in fuch 
ord аг — of any other Interpretation, 
bo aite зай! ubtle Diftin&ions, that are beyond: 
ie reach of unlearned People; to whom, and for 
обе Ufe, the Gofpel was preached, as well as the 
Wife and Learned. And therefore I fhall not trouble: 
you with all the Subtilties that learned Men bave in- 
: -to make this Defcription of our Saviour con- 
with the common Doctrine ; but fhall refer it to: 
adgment, whether you can pofübly entertain 
юу. ther Thoughts of this folemn Addrefs of our 
Lord - "Almighty God,. than that the Father is the 


Pauls Defcription of God be next propofed 
T г Confiderauon у 1 Cor. viii. 5.6. Tho’ there 
5 


orm Gods, whether in Heaven, or in 
» (аз there be Gods many and Lords many) 
f us there is but One Gop, the ЁАТНЕВ, of 
hs Bs whom 


(10) : 
whom are all Things, and one Lord Jefan Chrifiy by 
whom are all Things, 044 колар зае: 
Sr. Paul profeffes іп thefe Words to fet forth to. 
Chriftians, not only that God is One, but Акеме, 
who the One God is; and explains to us as cl 


the Athanafian. ё: inet 
It will be proper to add to this, another Paffige 


defcribes the. one. God, one Lord,, and one Spirit 
Eph. iv. 4, 5,16. e There is one Body and one. 
rit, even as ye are called io one Hope of, your ! 
ing; one Lord, one Paith,- one Варийр, one € 
ard Father of all, who is above all, and through al 
and in you all. пы rar t 
. Here the God and Father of all is exprefsly. de- 
clared. to be one and. the fame Perfon, as diftinguil 
from the one Lord, and one Spirit. Ic is оро е 
you, without the-Comments of learned Men, to. | 
underhand fuch-plain. and .diflinct Expreffions.. The 
Apoftle having mentioned one Body, one Spirit, б 
Hope of your Calling, one Lord, one Faith, on 
Варийт, adds with great Propriety, as the Head апа 
Top.of all, owe Сор and Farnzs.of ай, who is 
above all, and thro’yall, and in, you all; who, can be 
по other Perfon os Being than the. Father of our Lord 


du 
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Jefas СЙ, зо in other Paffa tis; filed the God 
and Father of our Гем Jefas Ghrificy 07 

:4 тай now beg you to take з Review of the 4th2- 
scan Trinity, aed extmive it by the [Trinity of St: 
Pask è la the Arbenafiaw Creed you are required to 
believe, that, the Father iseGod, the Son is дай, and, 
the Haly <Ghot is God ; and yet they аге not three 
Gedi, bat one God. Ол the other Hand, St. Paul ex- 

: ittiriguifheth | the. one Spirit,. ¿andi one Lord, 
from tbe one God: and Father of all; and by.men- 
ada e Di namely, one Faith, 
one Baprifm, he makes the Di(tinction Rill more re- 
matkables fo that, according to the 4/дала/ал Ac- 
coant, Father, Sop, and Holy. Ghoft are (ће, опе 
God ; but, according toSt. Раи!, the Father only is 

. -Thefe are Declarations directly oppo- 

e toveach other, and cannot poffibly be reconciled. 

vi had. writ in this Manner ; One Spirit, one 
Lord, one Father, which three are the-one God, the 
Athaxafian Trinity would have been confiftent with 
St. Раа/з. But as the Text ftands, the plain Quetfti- 
onis, whether the Authority of Sc: Рам/, or of the 
Athanafian Creed, fhould be more regarded ? 

I mall now. produce another Declaration of the 
fime St: Paul; 1 Сог. хіі: 4, 5, б. Now there are 
Diverfities of Gifts, but the fame Spit; and there 
are Differences of Adminiftration, but the fame Lord; 
and there аге Diverüties of Operations, but it is the 
fame God which worketh all in all. 

In thefe Words, the fame God, undeniably means 
the one God and Father. of all, as diftinguifhed from 
the fame Lord, namely, 3/0: Chrifi; (fee Verf. 3.) 
and. the fame Spirit, agreeably to what was laft 
quoted from his Kipiftle ro the Epbefians. - lt. evident- 
ly appears, that God does not fignify Father, Son; 
ose Ghot, бше Father only. | Ged, Lord, 

it, cannot. poffibly admit of any other Interpre- 
tation. 


SET 

You can fcarce read a Page in the New Teftament, 

where you may not obferve Initances of the Word, 
B 6 God, 
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God, neceflarily — the Father only. I бай 
fele& a few for your Confideration. 

Зоря чі. 45; 46. It is written io the Posting odd 
they fhall be all taught of God. Every Man there: 
fore that hath heard and hath Nantel of the Father, 
cometh unto me. Not that аву Man hath feen the 
Father, fave he which is of God, he hath {ееп the - 
Father. T nn denn эө 

obs ҮЙІ. € ejus aníwered, if I honour my- 
mA my ноб is nothing : it is my Father pat 
honoureth me, of whom ye fay, that be ig your - 
God. єй мй 

Joba xiii. з. «us knowing that the Father had - 
given all Things into. his Hands, and that he v Д 
«ome from God, and went to God —. 

iu xiv. 1, 2. Ye believe in God, believe a 9 
in Me. In my Father's Houfe are many Manfions. © 

Jobn xvi. 27. 28. зо. The Father himfelf loveth — 
you, becaufe ye have believed that I came out from бийг. 
I came forth from the Father.— Thot сатей | 
from God. 

Join xx. 17. Yafcend unto my Father, and. your, 
Father, to my God and your God. 

AAs х. 38. God anointed Fefus of Nasaretb with 
the Holy Ghoft, and with Power—- for God was 
with him. ove 

8) хүй, зо. God hath appointed a Day, in the 
which he will judge the World; —by that Man whom - 
he hath ordained. ог 

- Rom. i. 7. Grace be with you, and Peace fin 
God the Father, and the Lord Fe/us Chrift. — This is” 
the ufual Salutation of St. Paul, in the beginning е 
«very Epiftle. 

Rom. v. 1. We have Peace with God, thro" юм f 
Lord Fefus Gbriff. » vi 

Rom. x. 9. If thou байг confefs with thy Mouth 
the Lord Тууш, and fhalt believe in thine Heart that 
God hath raifed him from the Dead, thou ай be 
faved, 

Rom. xvi. 27. To God only wife be Glory, thro” 


Chrif, for ever. 
Jefes Chrif. S 
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ii foc the Grace of God which is given you by 


? arn l "be to God, which giveth 

21 thro’ our Lord Fefus Chrif. 

4 Tims v. 21. I charge thee before God, and the 

Lord. : thou obferve thefe Things. 

‘i fim. vi. 13. E give thee Charge in the Sight of 
d, № all Things, and before Chrif . 
и, who before Pontius Pilate witnefled a good 

12-45-24 > 


ЗФ) 6. God thed on us the Holy Ghoft aban- 


ман. our Saviour. 
E forbe produce vaft Numbers of Texts to the 
fme all which neceffarily confine the Word 


God Perfon of the Father only: and to ima- 

ime it ocherwife, would introduce fuch grofs Con- 

ion is thie facred Writings, аз muf render them ab- 

t for the Inftruction of Common Chriftians, 
"Ufe they were chiefly defigned. 

It may not be improper to add, that there are in the 
New Teftament a great Number of Paffages which 
defcribe the Father with very‘high and peculiar Titles, 
— him i» a nill more remarkable Man- 
ser from Chrift and the Holy Spirit: The more no- 
table of thefe Titles are, Lord of Heaven and Earth, 
Mattb. xi. 25. Supreme or МоЙ High, Mark v. 7. 
Lake 42.35. 76: Tbe invifible God, whom no Man 
hath feen, nor cao fee, Co. i. 15. 1 Tim. vi. 16. Job» 
i 18, The living and true God, » The/-i. 9. 1 Tim. iit. 
, 10. The Lord Almighty, Supreme over all, 
Rew. i, 4. God that fat on the Throne, Rev. xix. 4. 
The Head of Chrit, 1 Cor. xi. 5. 

“Admitting that three Perfons and one God be a 

"Do&trine, and that the Son and Holy Spirit 
have an equal Title to the Godhead with the Father ; 
‘ts ümpofüble to account for the Language that rons 
thro’ every part of the New Teftament, which feems 

to inculcate to every attentive Reader that God 
is (о far from being three Períoos, that he is no other 
Perfon, Agent or Being, than the Father of our Lord 
- rit Ju 


(44) 
Jefus Chrif. Let me recommend it to your ferious Con- 
fideration whether you сап really think that it was thé 
Defign of the Apoftles to eftablifh the Belief of Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghoft.being one God,- when they єх-, 
preísly declare in fome Paffages, that the one God із 
the Father only; and «ће fame Doctrine is neceffarily 
implied in great Numbers of others, thro’ every Part 
of the New Teftament. .Add.to.all this, thatthe Fa- 
ther is often defcribed as abfolutely Supreme, the God 
of all, the'Son and Holy Spirit not. excepied.. If tbe 
Apoftles, who were infpired with the Spirit;of God, 
intended their Writings for the Beaefit and Inftru&tion. 
of Mankind, they could never be conceived to write io 
fuch an imperfect Manner of the bleed God, as to leave 
out of their Defcription two Períons equally divine with 
the Father, and reprefent one Perfon only, namely, the 
Father, as being the moft,high Gods) 222222 2 
And that I might give you farther Satisfaction in-t 

greatPoint, I will confider it in another Light, by fele£&t-- 
log fome few Paffages as a Specimen of the гей: from 
whence it will plainly appear, how impoffible.it 1з to 
reconcile the Doctrine of three Perfons and one. С Р 
with the plain Declarations of Chrift and his Аро! 
If the Word God, as it is generally applied in the New 
"T'eftament, does not fignify the Perfon of the Father, 
but likewife the Son. and Holy Spirit, it. makes the 
Senfe fo harfh and difagreeable, as really fhocks one. to 
repeat it. Joba iit. 16. God fo loved the World, chat; he 
gave his only begotten Son, and fo forth: that is, Fas 
ther, Son, and Holy Ghoft fo loved the World, that. Ze 
gave the Son. — Veríe 17. God fent not his Son into 
the World to condemn the World: that is, Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghoft fent not dis Son to condemn the World, | 
448: x..38. God anointed efus of Nazareth with the 
Holy Сой : that is, eden and the. 
Ghoft anointed Jefus with the Holy Ghot, Tie. ii 
God (hed on us the Holy Сой abundantly, through 
Jefus Chrifi our Saviour: that is, Father, Jefes Cheifty 
and the Holy Ghoft fed on us the Kioly Gholt, through. 
Jefu Gbrift 4 s ) чий | 

_ che’ 


 Thefe 
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- ""Thefe Inftances are fafficient to demonftrate the Ab- 
fardity of fuch an Interpretation of the New. Teftament, 
4 | make grofs Nonfenfe of feveral hundred. Paf- 
fages. If you cannot think that the facred Writers 
could poflibly intend fo fhocking a Senfe, you muft be 
convinced that the one God is no other Perfon ог Being, 
han the Father of our Lord Fe/us Chrif. 
X s far we have proceeded upon fure and certain 
Gr ands. - “That God is one, is the clear and diftingt 
. Voice of Reafon and Scripture; and that the one God 
is the Father only, is the exprefs Do&rine of Chrift and 
s Apoftles. Three Perfons, Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghoft, and one God, as determined in the Athanafian 
ed, does not appear to be revealed in Scripture, but 
is no better Foundation than the Authority of Man. 
— To the one fupreme God and Father of all, be af- 
cribed all poffible Honour, by Men and Angels, for 
ever and ever. 
Въз now give you a View of what is exprefsly des 
__livered'ia the New Tefament concerning our bleffed 
Saviour and the Holy Spirit, from whence you will be 
enabled to determine this important Caufe with greater 
"Exs&nefs, aud fettle your Faith upon the Foundation of 
Chri and his Apoftles. My dear Chriflian Readers, 
do bat-ferioufly weigh and compare the following 


affages : 
— "When our Saviour had delivered the beft Difcourfe 
that ever appeared among the Sons of Men, towards 
the Conclufion, he thus {peaks of him{eif and the Fa- 
ther, Mar. vii. 21. Not every one that faith unto me, 
- Lord, Lord, fhall enter into the Kingdom of Heaven, 
bat he that doth the Will of my Father, which is in 
Heaven. - 
~ Tiefe Words naturally fignify, that the Father is the 
Land original Author of our Salvation, and that our 
Saviour refers every Thing to his Honour and Glory ; 
and therefore he cannot be fuppofed of equal Dignity 
and Authority with his.Heavenly Father. This is 
the exprefs Dottrine of Chrift in great Numbers of 


Варе. 
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Mat. x. до. Не that receiveth me, receiveth kim 
that feat me. Sala uhi 1 
Here our Saviour reprefents himíelf as an Embaf dop ` 
fent from Almighty God. But ’tis impoffible to. 
lieve this of a Perfon, equal to the Father as to 
bis Godhead. Whofoever is fent by another, pat 
Períon inferior to bim by whom he is feng. I need 
appeal to your common Senfe, whether you can 
believe that our bleffed Saviour, who profeffes himielf 
Jent of God, could intend, that you fhould think o 
him as equal to Сод by whom he.was fent. з. | 
I would recommend to your Confideration the. fe- 
venteenth Chapter of St. Joba's Gofpel, Part o. 
I have quoted already ; inthat folema trayek dir 
to Almighty God, Chrift not only profefles 1 7 
fent by his God and Father, but ао that this was the — 
main. Point we fhould believe concerning him. See 
Verf. 3, 8, 21, 23,25. i ; 
- As certain as our Lord and Maher 7'«fus Chrift 
fent by God, fo certain is it that he is a Perfon infi 
to the Great God of Heaven and Earth ; of whon 
would be.little le(s than Blafphemy to affirm, that М 
could a& as Embaffador to the Will'of another Perfon, 
"Тіз obfervable, that our Saviour is exprefsly faid to be. 
fent by God or the Father, above twenty times. 
ў" у. зо. І сар of mine own felf do cothing. — 
ere our Saviour declares, as flrongly as Words can 
declare any Thing, that he is a Perfon inferior to Ala 
mighty God ; it being very abfurd to affirm of God, 
that he has no Power of himfelf, and that all. his Abie 
lity is derived from another Perfon, which is abíoli ly. 
inconfiltent with the Notion of Equality with bis G od. 
and Father, from whom he profeffes to have received 
all his Powers. "Tis highly proper that you thould fe- 
rioufly confider the whole Difcourfe, of which this De« 
claration is a Part, and likewife the Occafion that in- 
trodaced it: Our Saviour having healed an impotent, 
Man upon the Sabbath Day, the Jews attempted to 
kill bim, as a Breaker of the Sabbath. But 7 n- 
{wered them, My Father worketh hitherto, that is, 
Works of Providence and Mercy, and thefe M 
Adtions 
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intr pec Verf. 17. From calling God his 
га Manner, and from comparing 
s with his Father's, the Jews were the 


— and charged him with making 
Сой; not that they could poffibly mean, 
| to himfelf to be God in any Senfe; (for 


thatieither they or his Difciples had 

| Notion) bar that, according to their 

s, he aflumed to bimíelf a Power and 

that of God. To this Accufation our 
MNA not by affertiog his Equality with the 
Father, as might have been expected i il the Atbanafian 
been true, but by diíclaiming all Power 
‚ in bimfelf, and referring all his Works 
„апд by proving that he really was (what 
rg she the promifed Meffiah, the Son of 
Gol, ear forta fomm Godi That the Son con do nothing 
(or dm dt the Father de, Verf. 19. 

Father beth committed all Judgment to the Son, 

22. That therefore, as a// Men bonour the Father, 
ought alfo to ёолон the Son, to the Honour ot 
awbich fent bim, V erf. 23. That a: the Fatber 
in binii, fo bath he given tothe Son, to bawa: 
elf, Verl. 26, That se can of himfilf do по» 
and. that be fecketh not: his own Will, but the 
“the Father which fent. bim, Verf. 30. That the 
Werksaubich be dotb, bear Witnefi of bim, that the Father 
t Tea Lim, Verf. 36. All which Declarations, and 
indeed the whole Defign of the Difcourfe, undeniably 
нвсайгасе the Inferiority of our Saviour to his God 
her. 'Tis obfervable, that our Saviour in this 
parle has declared twice of himfelf, that де can of 
Ka came ад Verf. 19,30; 28 it were on purpofe 
efumption of Men, who, notwithftand- 

Care to maintain the Supremacy of the one 

and Father of all, have dared to affirm, that the 

wal to the Father as touching his Godhead. 

Jebux.18. No Man taketh i? from me, but I lay 
aa myfelf (namely, my Life); I have Power to 

hy it down, and I have Power to stie it' agains this 
bawe l received of my Father. To which 

ее it 
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it will be proper to add other Declarations of our Sa- 
viour to the fame Effe&. Job» xii. 49. о. For Ih 
not fpoken of myfelf, but the Father which fentm 
gave me a Commandment what I fhould fay, and what P 
оша (реак. And J know that his Сотталд entis 
Life everlalliog ; whatíoever I'fpesk therefore; event 
as the Father faid unto me, fo T fpeak, ober xiv. 31 
As the Father gave me Commandment, even fo Гао: 
Там xv. 10. If ye keep ту Commandments, ye 

all abide in my Love, even as I have kept ту Fa- 
ther's Commandments, and abide in bis Love? ~ : 
» Ihave no Occafion to ule many Words to point o 
to you the full Import of thefe plain and flrong Det 
rations of our bleffed Saviour. Chritt profe! h 
received Commandments from his God and Раегд 
and therefore he cannot be a Períon of equal Di- 
gnity and Authority with his God and Father, 
being highly unreafonable to fuppofe, that the Supre 
God fhovld be commanded by another Perfon. If ¢ 
Saviour be God in as high a Senfe as the Father, a 
is fometimes єхргейгд by learned ‘Men, he co 4 
ceive Orders from none, he could a& in Obedience t 
none. Let common Senfe determine your Judgmen 
upon this Point, and you тай be convinced, that he 
Supreme.who gives Commandments, and he is infe 
who obeys ; and confequently the Father i 
Supreme Gon, and Chrift is a Регїов: шеног 10” 
one Supreme God and Father of 211. 6 5 38 
For myfelf, 1 folemnly profefs, that T muft de 
underftanding the plaineft Words, and chat T mult 
up the Scripture as the ole of my faith, if 
Help of nice and fubtle Diftir&tions, of which the 
cred: Writers fay not one Word, T muftybelieve: thara 
Perfon, who aéts in Osedience to another's Comme 
can in any Capacity whatfoever be equal to 
whom he is commanded. ДАА... 
Mark xiii. 32. But of that Day and Hoar kno 
no Man; no, not the Angels which are’ in | f 
neither the Son, but che Father ; ог, 25 it is expreffed- 
St. Матео" Gofpel, (xxiv. 46.) my Father onl 
T'hefe ‘Words of our Ысїїсд Saviour were fj 
his Difciples, in anfwer to their Enquiries concern 
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Time of the Deflruftion of the Temple, and his fe- 
cond Coming at the Ead of the World. Our Lord in- 
formed them, that the Deftruction of the Temple 
would happen in that very Generation, and would be 
attended with prodigious Calamities to the whole Few- 
Їйл : but with regard to his fecond Coming to 
judge the World with Power and great Glory, he af- 
fured them that none knew when that Day would 
come, butthe Father only : Men, Angels, and the Son 
ма were ignorant of it. I той beg you to confider, 
What were the natural Thoughts of Chrift’s Di(ciples 
‘Keating this Declaration; and, I dare fay, you 
1 ' determine that they took it as the Words 
m “namely, that the Son did not 
of Judgment, and that the Father 
“Perion who knew it. 'Tis impoffible 
to conceive a plainer and flronger Declaration than 
Lof our bleffed Saviour. If he had faid, of that 
Day none but my Father knoweth, there had been no 
tal Difficulty in under(tanding his Meaning; any un- 
Man would have thought that all Perfons 
ed from the Knowledge of the Day of Judg- 
the Father only. But when our Saviour ex- 
the higheft Orders of rational Beings, 
п himfelf, 28 ignorant of that Day, about 
he had been particularly afked, and that the Fa- 
only knew it, he has cut off al! Pretences for cavill- 
ras if he had expreffed himfelf on purpofe to pre- 
һе extravagant Imaginations of Men, who not- 
g this, have ventured to maintain, that our 
5 God, did know the Day of Judgment. Bat 
that Sincerity could our Lord tell his Difciples 
that bedid not know it, if he knew it in any Capacity ? 
This, ат afraid, cafts a vile Reproach on the blefled 
Jiha; which makes him guilty of fo much Diffimulation, 
a8 to deny what he really knew. (four Lord had known 
of Judgment, with relpe& to his Divine 
е, as learned Men fometimes fpeak, and had not 
d it proper to communicate the Knowledge of it 
to | iciples, he would have plainly told them, 
‘thatit was not for them to know the Times and Scafons ; 
he exprefied himfelf to them when they afked him 
‘oat the Time of reftoring the Kingdom to Yracl, Aas 
le 
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3,6, 7. Let it therefore be fixed and determined, if 
our Lord's Declaration upon this remarkable Occafion 
ы interpreted by common Senfe, that the Son, whit 
е was upon Earth, was ignorant of the Day of Judg- 
ment; and therefore he шин be God дын erue 
Senfe as the Father ; he cannot be equal to him in all 
Perfections, becaufe he was ignorant of fomething that 
the l'ather knew. Es toe 
Mat. xxvi. 39. And he went a litte further, anc 
fell. on his Face, and prayed, faying, О my Father, 
if it be poffible, let this Cup pafs from те; never- 
thelefs, not as I will, but as chou wilt. To which may _ 
be added feveral other Paflages, wherein our Зайжийн 
reprefented as offering up Prayers to his Ged and Fa 
ther. Sec Verles 42 and 44 of this Chapter; thewhole _ 
feventeenth Chapter of St. Fobn's Gofpel 5. Luke xxii 
41, 42, 445 Mat. xxvii, 465 Luke xxiii. 34 46. 
duke vi. 12; Chap. іх. 18, 28, 295 Chap. xi. 15 2 
Jobn xiv. 16. s з 
I would recommend to: your ferious Confidera 
thefe Paffages, wherein our Saviour is reprefeni 
offering up Prayers: to- his: Сод and: Father, | 
your own Hearts, whether itcould pofibly be the E 
fign.of our bleffed Lord, of whom this is record 
to fix in your Minds the Belief of his being e 
the Father: as touching his Godhead? How 
be God in as high a Senfe as the Father, who pr: 
to the Father? -Praying to the Father for hi 
and his Difciples, ftrongly declares a Senfe of his. 
Dependence and want of Ability to perform what 
thus prays for with fo much Barneftnefs and 5 
fion. What Reafon can be 4 ед, why our Sa- 
viour fhould beg of his Father, in fuch an humble: 
Manner, for that which he was able to effe& by. 
own Power? which тий be the Cafe, if the Supp 
fiion of learned Men be admitted, that he be God 
in as high a Senle as the Father. The Abfurdity 
this will appear Rill greater, if you confider what thi 
Author of the Epiftle to the Hebrews obferves wi 
regard to our. Saviour's Praying, Chap. v. Verf. 
who, namely Chrift, in the Days of his Ёс, when. 
he had offered up Prayers and M MIU b 


es 
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krong Crying and Tears, unto him, namely, the Fa- 
ther, who was able. to fave him from Death, and 
‘in that ће feared. Our Saviour is here 
d not- only as praying, but as. praying with 
ying arid Tears, which neceffarily fignifies 
ер Senfe of hissown Infuffciency, and the abfo- 
fiy he was under to offer up Prayers хо his 
God and Father. To imagine that Chrift, of whom 
thr 


, is God equal to the Father, and confe- 
‚ай as much. Power to help himfelf as the 
er, mut, I -am-perfuaded, xm to your un- 
udiced Judgment, inconü&tent with common Senfe. 
xiv.28. My Father is greater than I. To 
y be added ас Райзре in St. Jobn, (Xe 
Chrift fays, My Father which gave them 
ће Sheep) is greater than all. Chrift 
Ду be included in all; becaufe he ex- 
clares that the Father gave him the Sheep, 
ofequently is. greater. - 
mediate Defign of the former Declaration 
aviour, was to adminifter Comfort to his 
es, upon his acquainting them that he was 
to leave them. But if they duly confidered 
‘of the Cafe, this was fo far from being 
г Sorrow, that they ought rather to rejoice, 
and their own Account, as he was going to 
ér, from whom, by his Intercefüon, they 
expect the Holy Spirit the Comforter, to guide 
Et them in the important Office to which they 
called. 4/ ye loved те, pe avould rejoice, be- 
ress go ито the Father: for my Father їз 
ban J. › 
| Меп have been very much puzzled, to 
is plain and ftrong Ex reffion of our bleffed 
our сооб еве with their o&trine of his being 
ss high a Senfe as the Father, or equal to 
eras: touching his Godhead. I fhill not 
yoo with all their nice and fubtle Diftioctions ; 
ll.obferve, that fome of the той judicious 
s of the Athanafian Юобгіпе, have thought 
ves obliged to-aícribe a Sort of Preheminence 
" to 
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to the Father above the Son, which indeed isigi ving 
up the main Point in Queftion. | Some Thhisgs att о 
very plain, that they ace rendered тоге obícu 
many Word:. In this Cafe, J need only reco 
to your ferious Confideration our Saviour's ow 
claration, and compare it with the Doétrine с 1 
Athanofian Creed: My Father: is greater Аав 

Athanafian Creed: The right Faith is, that ou 
Lord Jefes Chrift — is perfect God,—equal to the Fa- 
ther as touching his Godhead, and inferior to t 
ther as touching his Manhood, ———— But with 
Truth could-our Lord fay, that my Father is gi 
than I, if at the fame ‘lime it was true, thatt 
ther was not greater than him, confidered as 
Cur Saviour's Words afford no Grounds. for this 
and fubrle Diftin&ion ; and 1 dare (ау, you would ne: 
ver have thought of апу fuch Thing, if your A 
tion had been always confined to the exprefs De 
rations of Chrift and his Apoflles. In this Cafe, 
Queflion is plainly this, Whether the Autho f 
our Lord and Matter Je/us Chrif, or the Decrees oF 
fallible Men, fhould be more regarded?) 

I could produce many other Declarations»: 
bleffed Saviour to the fame Effet; fuch as 
himfelf the Son of God, profeffing that Бе 
down from Heaven, not to do his own Will, but 
Will of him that fent him, Jobe vi. 38. That 
gave him, John iii, 16. "That the Father ha 
pointed unto him a Kingdom, Luke xxi. 29. T 
the Father has given him Power over all Fieth, et 
xvii. 2. That the Father taught bim, Job viii. 28- 
That he eard the Truth of God, Jobn viii. 40. А! 
as our Saviour, appealed to the mighty Works h 
performed, as an Evidence of his Divine Comm iffio 
fo he conftantly referred them to the Honour of Ч 
Father, from whom he profeffes to have received th 
Ability of working them. — 7оёя x. 25. 37: S 
xiv. to. The Works that I do in my "ather's Nat 
they bear Witnefs of me. If I do not the Wo 
of my Father, believe me not. The Words tha 
fpeak unto you, J /peak not of myfelfs 
that dwelleth in me, Ze doth the Works. 


(23) 
. Declarations. of ойг bleffed 
ly exhort you to form your peig- 

‘of common Senle, and I be- 
ly think that our Saviourintend- 


hin авга Perfon inferior in Power, 
hatherity to his God and Father. Son 
coming down from Heaven, 
1 -but the Will of him that fent 
od, wor Ab in. the. Name and. by 
T 4, t admit of any other Inter- 
re ithouc : the Scriptures to be the 
ift obf E à that ote appeared in 
іона яза той Ье а fad. Reflection upon che 
Word af God, = it was defigned for the Benefit and 
shindion. of a + the Poor, Mean, and Їрло- 
‚ as well. and Learned. 
a you a faithful Accouat of our 
clarations, which ought to have the 
at’ with: all Perfons. who profefs them- 
, and would be thought to have a 
ice for their Lord and Malter; Е (hall 
pem View of what the Apollles 


concerning our biefled Sa- 


hath God ганса up 
EE i tcn by the эгж that 


from йе Dead by God. If 
2 sth Father as touching his God- 
is unaccountable that he fhould be raifed 
Jead by Almighty God: for according to 
n, he muit be invelted with full Power 
5 without receiving it from any other 
uently, as it is declared by the 
raifed him; the A& of bis Refur- 
ably fhews his Inferiority to Almighty 
1 was obliged for the Exertion of 
y Power. Ascertain as Chrift was 
d by God, fo certain it is that 
inferior. to Almighty God. "Tis 
| yt is faid iby the Apoftles to have 
Ьу, God, or the Father, 

| ee Pe 
Ia 
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(24) 
In Oppofition to thefe Declarations of the Apofiles, - 
there are fome few Texts quoted, wherein Ch 
feems to attribute to himfelf bis rifing from the 
John ii. 19. 21. Deftroy this Temple, and in 
Days I will raife it up. He fpske of the Templ 
his Body. Chap. x. 18. I have Power to lay а 
my Life, and Ihave Power to take it again: | 
Commandment have I received from’ my 
Our Saviour's own Words clear up all the D 
It is true he fpeaks of his Power of raifing 
from the Dead ; and at the fame time he as difti 
fays, that this very Power was received from the Fa- 
ther; and confequently he had no fuch Power in 
himfelf, but profeffes himfelf to have received - 1 
from his Father; which is exa@tly agreeable to the 
Doétrine fo frequently delivered by the Apofties | 
Ия» її. 36. Therefore let all the Houfe of 
know affuredly, that God hath made that 
Jefus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Chrif 
Thefe Words аге the Conclufion of St. Peter's re 
markable Speech delivered to the Jews at the Fe 
of Pentecoft, when the Apoftles were endued wi 
miraculous Gift of the Holy Ghoft, by which 
were enabled to fpeak Languages they had 
learned, at which all the different Sorts’ of Peop 
who heard them were very much amazed, thére be. 
ing at that Time devant Jew: at Fernfalem from í 
veral Nations, ороп the Account of that folemn 
val. I would earneflly recommend this whole 
courle to your careful Perüfal ; it being reafonabl. 
Believe, that St. Peter having juft received the ^ 
of the Holy Spirit, according to the Promife о 
Saviour, would fet forth the true Chriftian Do 
upon fo weighty an Oceafion. мал 
As the Jews believed the Prophecies of the Old 
Teftament, he plainly proves to chem, thar this Ч 
traordioary Power, of which they were Witneffes, 
had been foretold by the Prophet Joel. Then 
roceeds to explaig to them the true Reafon of Go 
nding this miraculous Gift: The Sabftance of which 
is to this Effe& ; that God had raifed J/u; of Na- 


iy 


(225 } 
the Dead, after he had been put to a 
and fcandalous Death, рэг to the Pro- 
ofthe Old Teftament. He appeals to their 
me the mighty Works he had рег- 
mongil them, and now God had exalted him 
"Honour aed Dignity, of which they 
T ! у affured by their own Senfes, as 
ould plainly fee and hear the wonderful Gift of 
y Spirit, which Chrift had fent down from 
ing to a Promi‘e delivered before his 
l he concludes with the Text I have 
produced. The whole Defign of St. Peter's Difcourfe 
is remarkable Occafion, was to prove to the 
cob bin they had сгосібей, was made 
d Lord and Chrift. From this ít undeniably 
"that our Saviour is a Perfon inferior to God 
father ; it being infinitely abfurd to imagine, 
be God in às high a Senfe as the Father, 
1 be made by him Lord and Chrift. It could 
the Defign of St. Peter, со eflablifh in the 
of tbe Jew: the Belief of Chrilt's Equality 
he Father as touching his Godhead, becaufe he 
himfelf in füch a.Manner as neceffarily 
throws any fuch Opinion, if he intended that his 
fe fhould be underftood according to the Prin- 
lof common Senfe, which muft covince you, that 
Perfon made Lord and Chrift by God, cannot be 
al со God by whom he was made. Jt is obferv- 
їп cbis Diícourfe, that the fame Perfon who is 
ced God, is in one Райзре filed the. Father, (fee 
erfe 33.) which undeniably fhews, that God does 
ignify Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft, but the Fa- 
y. Add to this, that the Word God occurs 
ight ‘Times, and plainly means the Fa- 
“as diftisguifhed from Chrift and the Holy Ghoft ; 
z impollble it оша have any other Senfe, 
hour fup poling St. Peter to talk in a Way not to be 


^ thus given you a View of this very remarke 
х of St. Peter, delivered upon a folemn Occa- 
d -of producing pem ‘Texts from the 
ч " : 4d: 


: (22) 
ABs of the Ару/Мех, Y would earneftly recomm 


Chap. iii. Verfe 12, to the End. өл 
*Tis obfervable in this Speech of St. Peter to the 
ews, that God із faid to glorify his Son Jifus, to 
ave raifed him from the Dead, and that Chrift wa 
the Prophet whom the Lord their God had prom 
to raife up and fend amongft them ; all which песей: 
rily fignifies, that our Saviour is а Perfon inferior 
Almighty God. І muft appeal to your comi 
Senfe, whether the Jews, to whom this Speech 
directed, could take it in any other Senfe, than 
that Chrift could nor poffibly be reprefented as equal to 
God, by whom he was glorified, raifed from the 
Dead, and fent to them as a Prophet. The W 
God is likewife mentioned in this Speech not lefs 
eight times: іо all which Paffages it weceffarily бете 
the Perfon of the Father only, as diftinguifhed | 
Chriit; and to imagine it otherwife, would inti 
fuch grofs Abfurdities, as I have taken Notice of - 
fore. See Page 14. 
Айз іу. 8 torz. ` . 
By this Speech of St. Peter before the ewik 
hedrim, it evidently appears, that Chrift is s 
ed as inferior to Almighty God, who had raifed à 
from the Dead, and exalted bim to the higheft Ho- 
nour and Dignity. a 
448: v. 29 to 33. t 
The fame Obfervations may be made of this S 
ef St. Peter and the other Apoftles: only I 
note, that the Word God is mentioned four Time: 
exprefsly diftinguifhed from Chrift and the Holy 


Айз х. 34 t0 44. 

T his Speech of St. Peter was occafioned by the 
count that Cornelius the good Centurion, to who 
had been dire&ed by а Vifion from Heaven, h 
given of himíelf. In this St. Peter. declares, 


(m) 
anointed Уг/а: of Nazareth with the Holy Ghot 
h Power ; that God raifed him from the Dead, 
t A dg gm of God to be the Judge of 
ic lead. If our Saviour was enabled by the 
Power of God to perform miraculous Works ; if God 
tailed him from the Dead ; if he be a Perfon ordained 
"God to be the Judge of Quick and Dead, it ne- 
Шу follows that our Saviour is a Perfon inferior to 
| ty God, it being highly unreafonable to fup- 
1 | їр any Capacity to God, from whom 
td his Powers and Abilities, and by whom 
dained or appointed to the Office of being 


л. 48: xiii. 16 to 42.` 
e St. Paul in this Speech, delivered to the Jews ina 
gogue at Astioch, maintains the fame Doétrine 
з Fellow-Labourer St. Peter, that ўиш Chrift 
mdemmned and crucified by the ewik People, 
and that God raifed him from the Dead, agreeably to 

€ Prophecies of che Old Tefament. The fame 
Obfervatio that I have made upoo St. Peters 
Speec may be applied to thir, acd fo I have no 
| to repeat them. 


АЙ; xvii. 22 to 32. 
— Sr. Panl in this Difcourfe profeffes to fet forth to 
al 2 jans whom he found wholly given to Ido- 
the main Principles of the Chriftian Doctrine. 
© Athenians were entire Strangers to the Books of 
Old Teflament, be argues with them upon the 
common Principles of Reafon, and takes Occafion, 
from an Altar he had obferved with an Infcription 
to the Unknown God, to enter upon the Proof of the 
"бас trae God, from the Works of Creation and Pro- 
—xidence. From whence he undeniably demonftrates to 
them the Unreafonablenefs of worfhipping the Works of 
Hands, inftead of that Omniprefent God, in 
whom we live, move, and have our Being. Yet he ob- 
fer that the great Ignorance in which Mankind 
"were involved, would in fome Meafure take off from 
_ the Guile „of deluded People. But from the general 
4.4 ' C2 “Ignorance 


(28) 
Ignorance which prevailed, he argues very ftrongly 
for the Needfulnels and Credibility of a Rev 
from Сод: now he commandeth all Men every whe 
to repent; becaufe he hath appointed a Day, їп 
which he will judge the World in Righteouine 
that Man whom he hath ordained; whereof he 
given Affurance unto all Men, in that he hath raife 
him from the Dead. "mu 

In this Difcourfe of St. Paul, there is fo far fror 
being the leat Hint of Chrift's being equal to б 
that the whole Purport of it is abfolutely ipcoi 
with it. The Athenian Philofophers mult have 
very flrange Notion of St. Pauls Reafoning 5 
might indeed have very juftly mocked, if they со 
have imagined that he intended they fhould bel 
a Perfon equal to the great Creator of Heaven. 
Earth, whom he reprefented as ordained or appointed 
by God to be the Judge of Quick and Dead, and whom 
God had raifed from the Dead. I muft beg you furi 
ther to take a ferious Review of this whole Dif бе, i 
jn order to be fully fatisfied who the Perfon is v 
St. Pau! deícribes by the Name of God, and уо 
foon be convinced, that he is one fupréme ‘intel 
Agent or Perfon, the Lord of Heaven and Earth, 4 
diftinguifhed from Chrift, and confequently is the Fa- 
ther only, and not Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft. 
mitting that the Word God fignifies three Pe 
turns this plain and admirable Difcourfe into: 
Nonfenfe, and glaring Abfurdities. 1 М 

See likewife St. Рай Speech delivered Бейше 
Agrippa, Chap. xxvi. and St. Stephen's, Chap. vii. - 

I mutt intreat you to confider carefully the main 
` Scope and Defign of the Diícou:fes we meet with in the 
` Аёз of the Apofiles, and you will find, that when t 
Аройеь addrefs themfelves to the Jetus, they 
that Fe/us of Nazareth, whom they crucihed, wa 
from the Dead by Almighty God, and advanc 
the higheft Honour and Dignity, according t 
Prophecies of the Old Teftament, and therefore 
ought to acknowledge him as Lord and Chrift. 


whea St. Paul who was the Apoftle of the гал, 
preaches 


| ( 29.) 
e who were ignorant of the. опе, true 
re unacquainted with the Writings of the 
he labours to tura them from Idolatry, 
- Wickednefs, to the Acknowledg- 
of the one Supreme God, the Maker 
and Earth, who had fent an extraordinary 
othe World to give Mankind a clear Know- 
; and that this Perfon was appointed 
зе the World in Righteoufnels, of which 
ht be thoroughly aífured, becaule God 
im the Dead. 
Saviour be God in as high a Senfe as the 
be equal to the Father as touching his 
u muft certainly think it very ftrange, ог 
countable, that the Apoltles in their Dif- 
hen they profefs со fet forth the Chriftian 
fhould take no notice of fuch an extraordinary 
М not give their Hearers the leat Hint, 
being Supreme Сой; nay, that they fhould, 
'ak of him in {fuch a Way as is impoffible, 
Цеа with the Notion of his fupreme God- 
e imagined, that they would be fo much 
eir Duty, as to neglect an important Part 
nmifbon? Or can any ferious Chriltians 
t Divines of latter Ages fhould be able to 
Do&rine of Chrift with more Exattoefs 
olles themfelves, who had the extraordi- 
the Holy Spirit, and were enabled to preach 
ations? Por ороп Suppofition that the Arba- 
пе of Chrilt’s fapreme Gedhead be true, 
that lived four or five hundred Years after the 
ofthe Apoitles, bave given us better Inftructions 
mM this Point than the Apoflles themfelves. But as 
30 never enter into the Heart of any ferious 
mans, you will naturally conclude, that the Do- 
of Chrif’s fupreme Godhead was по Part of 
les Commitfion, but is no better than the Їл» 
1 of Men ; and therefore it ought to be rejected: 
Chriftians, who pay any Regard to the expres 
mination of Chrift and his Apoftles. 
C3 I hall 
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“I fhall conclude my Obfervations upon this Head 
with fome exprefs Declarations concerning our bleffed 
Saviour in the Epifties, which were wrote to profeífed 
Chriftians, and in the Book of Revelations. 


1 Cer. xi. 3. 


The Head of every Man is Chrift, and the Hea 
the Woman is the Man, and the Head of Chrift is- 
od. 51) 
Let common Senfe determine your Judgment, 4 
you cannot help thinking that. Chrift is a Perfon 1 
rior to Almighty God, it the ftrongeft and cleareft 
psa are to be taken in the plain and prop 

enfe. { 


Then cometh the End, when he fhall have deli 


hath put all Things under his Feet. 
faith, all Things are put under him, it is manifeft 
he is excepted which did put all 'Things- under 
And when all Things fhalt be fubdued unto him, 
fhall the Son alfo himfelf be fubje& unto him that pu 
all Things under him, that God may be all in all. 
From thefe Texts it evidently appears, that 9 

thority and Dominion were originally in the 
alone, and from him delivered to the Son: that th 
Dominion was theo complete, when all Things 
actually fobdued unto him, and the Father had put a 
Things under his Feet: and that the Son's delivering 
ар ас the End the Kingdom unto the Father, and being 
fubje& unto him that put all Things under him, isa 
plein Acknowledgment, that all Authority was and is 
originally in the Father alone ; and confequently our 
Saviour is a Perfon inferior in Power, Dignity a 
Auckority to Almighty God, from whom he at firit re- 
ceived his extraordinary Pre-eminence, and to whom — 
at laft he is to furrender it ; juft as a General delivers 
up his Commiffion to his King when he has finifhed the — 
War, for the carrying on of which he at fir received it. 


Philip. 


22 


bilip. ii. $, 6, 2, 8, 9, 10, 11. 
ad be in you which was alfa in Chrif Je- 
ing in the Form of God, thought it not Rob- 
equal with God; but made himfelf of no Re- 
, and took upon him the Form of a Servant, 
s made in the Likenels of Men ; and being found 
aíhion as a Man, he humbled himfelf, and became 
unto Death, even the Death of the Crofs : 
efore God hath highly exalted him, and given 
ne which is above every Name, that at the 
Tifus every Knee fhould bow, of Things in 
nd Things in Earth, and Things under the 
that every Tongue fhould. confefs, that 
Chrift is Lord, to the Glory of God the Father. 
of thefe Expreffious, according to our Engli/b 
ion, feem to carry a Senfe with them incon- 
the Dottrine І have been eftsblifhing from 
ations of Chrifl аш! his АроМев: But, upon 
on, they will be found perfc&ly confiftent 
id the whole of whzt I have quoted will be a 
mation of the Inferiority of Chrift to Al- 
« The "Ребро of St. Раш/ in this Place, is 
the Philippians to Lawlinefs of Mind, from che 
yf Chrift, who tho’ л Perfon.of extraordinary 
‚ tho’ he had Glory with the Father before the 
wat, divefted himíelf of it, and condefcended 
to become Man, and even to fuffer a painful 
alous Death, Wherefore God hath raifed him 
higher Degree of Honour than he had before, and 
ce Grace hath beftowed upon him an Authority 
above all, that every rational Creature might acknow- 
ige that Chriit is, by the Gift of God, Lord, to the 
y of God the Father. Thisis the general Meaning 
is remarkable Paffage : and as you don't underftand 
ek Language, in which the New Te(tament was 
? , Т appeal to the Learned for the Fairnefs of my 
Д jon, which differs from the Eng/i/b : Who be- 
i b. the Form of Gad, thoughtit not Robbery to be equal 
"o God, fhould be rendered thus: Who before his 
|} Incarnation or appearing in the Fleíh, being in the 
tp : Са Form 


à 


632) 
Form or Likenefs of God, yet was not eager to ret 
that Likenefs to God, or (vas not greedy to be hono 
asa God: But made bikfelf of no Reputation, 
fhould be tranflated ; But divefted bimfelf, or e 
himfelf (of that Form or Likenefs to God which he 
fore poflefled.).-. Wherefore Godbuth highly exalted bi 
амд given bim n Nameacbicb is above every Naine, This 
fhould be tranflated ; God hath raifed him to a higher 
Degree of Honour than he had before, and hath give 
him, as Matter of Favour, a Name or Aathority c 
That I don't impofe upon your Underftandings, by 
giving a different Tranflation from the Exg//b, 
may be convinced by common Senfe, from the lai 
Part of the Words. If Sti Pavl had intended to 
forth the common Doétrine, that Chrilt is equal to tl 
Father as touching his Godhead, how could this- 
traordinary Apoilleimmedixcely after declare, that God: 
exalted him, that is, raifed him to a higher Dig- 
nity than he had before? Can the той High Go 
raiíed «o higher Dignity? "Tis abfolutely imp } 
Again, how could Chrift, if equal to God in all Për- 
fections, have any Thing given him by Almighty God 
St. Paul's Argument upon another Occafion clearly 
termines the Point in the prefent Cafe. In the хий C 
ter of his Ере to the Ёстая, Verfe 85, he thus ex- 
prefies himlelf : Who hath fift givéri to God, алдаг баа! 
be recompenfed to him again? Thefe Words ftrorgly- 
declare that the той. Higa God cannot poffibly have 
any Thing given him by thé той exalted Per(oa 
whatfoever: For (as he goes on) of him, and thro” hi 
and to him, are all Thidgs, As: therefore St. Paul 
afi ms, that Chrift had a Name given him by God, it 
undeniably follows from his own Argument, iha Chr 
cannot be fupreme God, or equal to God who g 
him thi$ Name: For who hath fict given to bim, and 
it fhalt be recompented to him again? The Conelufion - ЯГ 
of the Whole cannot admit of any other Senle, than” 
that Chrift, confidered iw his higheft Capacicy, is al 
Perfon inferior to God. We mult acknowledge Chrift - 
to be Lord ; but a Lord made and appointed by (ез 
free Grace of Alinighty God, according to the en 
: ecla- , 
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— (331 
St. Peter in his fict Speech to the Zeus 
and confirmed by St. Paul in this re- 

le, who has іп a very folemn Manner 
" Jon Chrifi is Lord, to the Glory of 


Whoi is the Image of the invifible God, 
of every Creature. To which may be 
ee Эг hefe Things faith the TA the 
itnefs, the Beginning of the Cre- 


| е: Defcription our Sayiour is plainly di- 
n God who is defcribed by the peculiar 
nvifible | and im the latter, he is ехргейу 
e the Firfl-born of every Cresture, and 
MS the Creation of God, or the frit Being 
produced or created, as the Words in the 
у; (for the Truth whereof I appeal to the 
d sunlequeuly Chrift is a Perfon inferior to 
tor of Heaven and Eartb, it being in- 
to fuppofe any Being whatfoever to be 
by whom he was produced or created. 
produce great Numbers of other Texts to the 
fe ; fuch as, 1 Cor. їй 23. And ye are 
Chri is God's. Epbe/. i. 3. The God and 
efus Chrift; and fo in many other 
Ерийн. Heb. i. 2, 4. Whom he (namely 
appeinted Heir of all Things.---Being made 
er than the Angels. 1 Pet, i. 20,21. Who 
f) verily was fore-ordaioed---for you, who 
believe in God that rai/zd bim up from the 
ad gave bim Glory, that your Faith and Поре 
Се. Rev. i. 1. The Revelation of Jefus 
А God gawe unto Мт. Chap. iii. 12. 
-overcometh, will I make a Pillar in the 
t of ту God.---And I will write upon bim the 
of ту God, and the Name of the City of ту 


DOT от” T D. o LEX WU CES ELM 


басена е that our Saviour, when he is repre- 
nted as being invefted with his higbe Dignity and 
hour, fo as to receive Acknowledgments of Praife 
Cs and 


^X P down out of. Heaven from my 
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and Glory from all rational Creatares, is defcribed ва» 
der the Charader of a Lamb that was flain, an 
carefully diftinguithed from bim that fittetb upon the 
Throne, namely, the Lord God Almighty, as he is ex- 
prefly ilyled in DiflinGion from the Lamb, Rev. xv. 4. 
God and the Lamb are Expreffons that frequently occur 
‘in the Book of Revelations. i 

I have no Occafion to make particular Obferv: 
upon thefe Texts; upon reading them you wil 
readily convinced, that Chrift, confidered in his h 
"Capacity, is a Perfon inferior to the Great God 
Father of all. dI. 

Thus [ have given you a faithful Account of the 
exprefs Declarations of the Apofiles upon this import- 
ant Point, which exa&ly agree with the Doctrine de- 
“livered by ouy bleffed Saviour. I moft earneftly intre: 
you, as Difciples of Chriít, to take a ferious Review of 
the Evidence produced, which is no lefs than те 
fallible Word of God. Do but grant that the Аройек 
who were infpired with an extraordinary Аа! | 
the Holy Spirit, could fet forth the Do&rine of ei 
Lord and Майег Jefus Chrifi with more Exa&neís 
- than Writers who lived feveral hundred Years after 
their Time; and you mult be convinced that С 
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though a Perfon of the той exalted Dignity 
God himfelf, той be acknowledged to be inferic 
the One Supreme Сор and Ёатнкк of All, fron 
whom he in the той folemn Manner profeffes to have 
received all his Powers and Abilities, and to whofe alti 
mate Glory he direéted all hisAGions. And the A poles 
when they are fetting forth the higheft Honour of C 
after his Refurre€tion and Afcenfion into - 
plainly declare that God was the original Author of | 
and that it was bellowed upon him as a Reward c 
voluntary and amazing Humiliation and Suffe 
and that bis той exalted Dignity above Men and Аа 

gels, was ultimately dire&ed to the Glory of God t 
Father. Bod 
In order to give you all poffible Satisfa&ion, "tis 
highly proper to take Notice of the Objections made 
to this Doétrine, or that Part of the New Tefan 
ур 
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has aff the төс plaufible Sanad for fo 
a Notion, as the Co-equality of the Son with 
God and Father of all. 
t our Saviour has fuch Titles and At- 
d to him in Scripture, as neceffarily de- 
be.God in as high a Senfe as the Father; 
he feems to be fo frequently reprefented 
it to God, we mutt interpret this of his Huma- 
as it is expreffed io the Athanafian Creed ; equal to 
Father as touching his Godhead, and inferior to the 
: touching his Manhood : fo that according to 
ccount, our Saviour is a Compofition of two in- 
Na бабор. God and Man, or God united to a 


В: бин a diftin& Anfwer to the Argument, 
wn from our Saviour's Titles and Attributes; and 
п Iwill confider this Wonderful Account of Chrift’s 
car , and compare it with the exprefs Declara- 
cripture, and fhall refer the whole to your 


n'es 
regard to the high Titles and Attributes af- 
ur blefíed Saviour, let it be obferved, that 
onder that very high Things are faid of bims 
с, who is reprefented as next in Dignity to 
and has abundant Honours conferred upon 
Lby Almighty God. But the facred Writers have 
т particular Care to fecure the unequalled Majefty 
е Supreme God in all thofe Paffages, where 
in the higheft Strain. of the one Mediator 
ft. "Tis readily granted that our Saviour has 
God afcribed to him in fome few Texts, 
Зра! of which are thefe : 
„1, 2. In the Beginning was the Word, and 
d was with God, and the Word was God. 
е was in the Beginning with God. 
In the beginning, molt probably fignifies, in this Text, 
је all Ages, before the Creation of the World: 
the Word, namely, the Son of God, who in the 
of Revelations is called the Word of God, Rez. 
3. the great Revealer of his Will to Mankind : 
Word was with God, as one Perfon is prefent 
C6 with 
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with another ; he was with the Father, 1 7028 i. 2. 
Had Glory with God before the World was, Jobn xvii. — 

And the Werd was God. Now the Queftion is, — 
Whether the Word God, as applied to Chrift, is to be 
interpreted ia as high а Senfe, ds when ufed of Сод 
With whom he was: According to the ЁНО Mens 
of ihe Greek Tongue (for the Truth of which Obfer 
tion I appeal to dia Learned) thë Word God, "e “ 
to our Saviour in this particular Paffage, hay! a — 
ага feafonably fignifies а Perfon inferior го the G 
with whom Бе was. The Words may be rendered - 
1183 in ho bad Engi: Thè Word was with the God, 
(namely, Supreme) and the Word was а God (namely, 
an inferior God.) But without any Knowledge of 
the original Language, you may be thoroughly fatis- 
fied that the Word God is frequently ufed in Scripture 
in an inferior Senfe, as undeniably appears from feveral 
Toftances. Mofes was called a God, Exod. iv. 16.— 
Thon fhalt not revile the Gods, nor curfe the Ruler of 
thy People, Exod. xxii. 28.—— God is flyled the Сод 
of Gods, Deut. х. 17.—— They changed their Minds, — 
and faid that be was а God, Ags xxviii. 6.———For 
tho’ there be that are called Gods, whether in Heaven 
or on Earth, (as there be Gods many and Lords many) 
1 Cor. 8. Who oppofech and exzlteth bim- - 
Telf above all that is called God, or that is worfbipped.. 
So that he as God fitteth in the Temple of God, 
fhewing himfelf that he is God, 2 Téef ii. 4 — Nót 
{о multiply Examples in fo plain а Cafe, our Saviour’s 
own Anfwerto the Jews, when they charged him w 
making himfelf a God, (not that they could poffibly 
wean to accufe him of affirming himfelf to be the Sa- 
Prime, Self-exifling Deity, ror even of taking apon him- - 
felf to be a divine Perfon at all, but only of affümin 
himfelf the Authority of God, becaufe he called Go 
Father,and confequently made himfelf the Son of God, 
which they reprefeoted in an aggravating Manner, 
making himfelf God): Our Saviour's Anfwer, I fay, 
determines this Point beyond a Poffibility of Contra- 
dition ; Joba x. 34, 35, 36. Is it not written in your 
Law, 11414 ye (namely, Rulers and шыр: T 

ods, 
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, (and Children of the Mott High) P/elm Їхххй, 
fhe called. them Gods, unto whom the Word of 
ne, and the Scripture cannot be broken; fay 
whom the Facher hath fan@tified, and (ent 
1212 Мона, Thou blafphemett, becaufe I faid, I 
am the Soa of God? Our Saviour's Argument is evi- 
F- | 1 If according to your own Law Mapiftrates 
b Tide of Gods given them, as deriving their 
from God; how much more might chat 
the Title of God, or Son of God, whom 
ther hath fanétified, and fent into the World 
n extraordinary Commiffion ? So that at the very 
ne that our Saviour is proving to the Ferus. that he 
night be called a God, or Son of God, he reprefents 
bimfelf as inferior to the Supreme God and Father of 
» whom he profefies to have been fanctified and 
| the World: and therefore, I think I have 
bt to conclude that the Notion of an inferior 
d, though not agreeable to Creeds of human 
mention, depends ароп no lefs Authority than that of 
our Lord and Matter Fe/us Chrif. 
Hahn xx. 28. St. Thomas calls our Saviour'God, when. 
he thoroughly convinced, by feeing and feeling, 
that be was raifed from the Dead. But St. Thomas 
could not poffibly mean it in the higheft Senfe, becaufe 
br Saviour bimfelf declares after his Refurre&tion, I 
E nto my Fatber and your Father, to my God, 
Ч our God; and ‘tis ехргейу affirmed by all the 
"n whole Writings have been tranfmitted to us, 
that he was raiíed from the Dead by God or the 


like Manner, when our Saviour is called God, 
Bat anto the Son he faith, Thy Throne, 
s forever and ever; ‘he is evidently repre- 
as inferior to Almighty God in the following 
fe; Thou Бай loved Righteoufnels and hated Int- 
quity, therefore God, even thy God, hath anointed 
_ thee with the Oil of Gladnefs above thy Fellows. So 
t although he. is called God, or a God, yet he 
nod be acknowledged то Ье inferior to his God and 
‘Father, who tis exprefly faid in this Paffage to have 
tailed him to higher Dignity than the Angels, upon 
2 Ae 
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Accountof his greater Degree of Virtue and Obedience. 
Rom. іх. 5. Of whom Chrilt came, who is over all, 
God bleffed for ever. 4 m 
Chrift feems to be flyled, according to our re 
Tranflatien, God bleffed for ever: But in this Cafe I 
mult appeal to the Learned, whether the Words are 
not fairly capable of a different Rendering ; Of tuber 
Chrifi came, who is over all, God be bleffed for ever * : or, 
Of whom Chrift came, God who is over all be bleff: 
for ever : or, Of whom as concerning the Fleth is Chrift, 
whofe is the God over all, bleffed forever. = ~ 
1 prefer the lift to any of the former; becaufe St. 
Paul's profeffed View, іп thisand the foregoing Verfe, 
is.to reckon up the еш privileges. Now the Jew 
valued themfelves chiefly upon their being the peculiar 
People of God. They gloried in God being their God, 
Chap. ii. 17. Vis therefore unlikely that the Apoitle, 
fo great a Matter of Addrefs, fhould overlook the main 
Privilege of the Fewik People, at a Time when be was 
{peaking in as high a Strain as роЖЫе of his Coun- 
trymen, in order to take eff from the Envy һе mi 
be liable to from the difagreeable Subject he was en- 
tering upon, namely, the calting off the Jews from - 
the extraordinary Favour of being the People of "> 
and the admitting the Gentiles or Heathens into the 
gracious Terms of the Gofpel Covenant, whereby 1 
became entitled to all the Privileges of God's People. 
If the Cafe be confidered in this View, ‘tis fearce pof- 
fible to imagine that St. Pand fhould take no Notice of | 
the grand Privilege of the сыл? People upon fo re- 
markable an Occafion, when he carefully reckons up 
all the reft of their Privileges. But if we take the 
Words as I have rendered them, they admirably fuit 
the Apoflle's Defign, and the grand Privilege is inferted 
to a noble Advantage. In Engi thus: Whofe is the - 
Adoption, and the Glory, and the Covenants, and 
the giving of the Law, and the Service, (namely, of 
the Tabernacle and Temple) whofe are the Fathers, 
9 This is not the very Order of the Words in the Original 
Greek, but fuppofes a Tran{pofition of one fingle Letter, which 
the Learned well know might eafily happen by the Miftake ofa 
Tranfcriber, à 
an 
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and of whom as concerning the Fleth is Chrift, whofe 
is the God over all bleffed for ever. Fathers, Chrif, 
бөг, appear with the utmoft Propriety. In Confirmation 
of this Senfe of the Words, ‘tis obfervable, thit re 
Word bleffed is generally applied to God the Father in 
‘other Places of Scripture; Mark xiv. 61. Art thou 
the Chrift, the Son of the Bleed. ‘Tis likewife agree- 
able to St. Pauls Way of exprefling himíelf, Rom. і. 
25. The Heathens worthipped the Creature more than 
the Creator, whovis bleffed for ever. See 2 Cor. i. 3. 
‘Chap. xi. 31. Epbe/ т: 3. But admitting that this lotty 
Title, as io our T'ranflation, be applied to Chrift, 70 
‘plain that he muft be excepted, as St. Paul argues up- 
on another Occafion, by whofe fupreme Authority be 
is over all God bleffed for ever. 

_ [thas been imagined, that our Saviour is ftyled God, 
Айт xx. 28. To feed the Church of God, which he hath 
р with his own Blood. But the той ancient 
E ipts read it, the Church of the Lord ; for the 
Truth of which I appeal to the Learned. 

' So likewife 1 Tim. iii. 16. God was manifeft in the 


- The true Reading in this Text is not throughly fettled, 
‘itbeing uncertain whether God, who, or which be right. 
Apin, it has been thought that our Savioar is ftyled 
tue God, ч Jobs v. 20. This is the True God and 
eternal Life. 
'— Bat if Sc. от": Style be confidered, and the whole 
Verfe be throughly weigh'd,this Interpretation will ap- 
pear very unreafonable. The Character of true God 
is naturally referred to God the Father, according to 
8t. Joba's Account of our Saviour's own Words, 923: 
“хүй. 3. This is Life eternal, that they may know thee 
‘the only true God, and Jz/w; Chrif whom thou haft 
fent; to which Text this is parallel. We know, (ауз the 
flle, that the Son of God is come, and hath given 
W anUnderftanding that we may know him that is true 
(the true God, as it is expreffed in the beft and оМей 
Manufcripts, for the Truth of which I muft appeal to 
the Learned,) and we are in him that is true, (the true 
God, the Order of the Words plainly requiring it to be 
undere 
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underflcod of the fame Perfen) in (that-is, by or thre 
Jefus Chrif. This is the true God and eternal 1 
The Meaning is; this is the true God, whom the 
of God hath given us an Underftanding to know, ai 
in whom we are by his Means. Thus Verfe 11. of 
this Chapter: This is the Record that God hath given - 
to us eternal Life, and this Life is in (that is, by or 
through) his Son. But if we fuppofe the Words to re-- 
fer to Chrift, he is then ftyled the true God, and the 
Son of the true God, in the fame Verfe, діге@1у con- 
trary to our Saviour's own Words, as detivered by t 
fame St. Jobn, to which this Text is parallel. 

But with regard to the Title of God being in | 
few Texts afcribed to our bleffed Saviour, ic may 
2Їкед how God can be one according to the difia 
Voice of Reafon and Scripture, as before obferved, | p 
other Beings, befides the one fupreme Deity, more р: by 
ticularly Chrift, may be juftly called Gods? To hich - 
it may be anfwered, that the one, or the only God, are 
Expreffions in Scripture which fignify the chief or fa- | 

reme God. This appears.exiremely plain from other 
Totiauces 2 thus, when it is faid that God only is he ji 
tho’ Angels are likewife ftyled holy, the Senfe тий be, 
that he alone isfupereminently and unchongeably holy 5 
аз likewife it is declared, that there is none good but 
one, that is God, tho’ we read of good Men and р 
Spirits. In the fame Manner, though there are Gods | 
many, as St. Рам/ tells us, to us Chriflians there js but. 
one God the Father, one Supreme God and Father óf — 
all, and all others derive their-Being, Power and Au. _ 
thority from him, the chief and independent God of 
the whole Creation. к: 

“Оюу let itbe carefully obferv'd, that.as we ought not. 
to allow the Charader of an inferior God to any Be- 
ing, without ав exprefs Warrant from the one Supreme _ 
Ged ; fo it is our indifpenóble Duty not to reverence _ 
any Beings, though they might have been a M 
which was the Cafe of tbe Angels in the Old Teftamen 
as our Mediators and Intesceffors, without an ex 
Authority from the Сор of Gods, our Saviour 
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iot God appointed to that Office by the 
aod Lord of Heaven and Earth. 
sext Title afcribed to our bleffed Saviour, 
, reb) -has been inferred that be is Сод equal to 
1 гал i. 11,17. Tam Alpha and Omega, 
the Гай. 
ed chat this high Title is afcribed to Al- 
d, as ia other Paflages, fo likewife in this 
. But'tis very remarkable, that this high: 
mto out Saviour in fucha Way, as to di- 
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ра, the Beginning and the Ending, faith the 
ich is, and which was, and whic) is to come, 
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Vriters indeed have taken Pains to prove, 
Defcription isintended'of our Saviour, whereas 
more evident than that it is the peculiar 
fhing Character of the Father only. Do 
beginning of this Prophecy: Zohn to the 
hes which are in а; Grace be unto you, 
te from him which is, and which was, and. 
his 10 come; and from the feven Spirite which аге. 
is Throne; and from Fefus СЙ, who is the 
tneís, and the Firít-begotten of the Dead.’ 
‚ Chrift is undeniably reprefented in a Cha- 
y different from the Supreme Father, who 
ре peculiar Character of bim which is, and which 
Wit, and which is to come. 
"Tislikewife applied to thc Perfon of the Father only, 
y other Paffige where it occurs. See Chap. iv. 
ip. жї. 17. Chap. xvi. 5 Add to this, that there 
по Text in the New T«ft ment, whereia our Savi- 
our is deferibed by the Character of Lord God Al- 
mighty. 
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E Chaptér the Father has the Title of Alpha 
aed Omega, the Beginning and the Ending; and Chrift 
ry мее the Tile of Alpha and Omega, the Fir 
| | Lant. (See alfo Rev. xxii. 13.) Now the Que- 
whether ме тай underitand this as applied 
in as high a Senfe as when applied to the 
Father? Do but compare the whole Context, and 
ч 
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it will plainly appear that there is a wide Difference 
the Manner of the Applications’ The Father has 
additional Charaéler of which is, and which was, авс 
which is to come, the Almighty ; which is never al- 
cubed to Chrift. The Son has this Character added, 
Verf. 18. of this Chapter. Iam he that liveth, and wa 
dead. Ву comparing this with the fifth Verfe, 
our Saviour is called the Firft begotten of the Dead, 
Reafon may be determined of our Saviour's being flyle 
ЕЙ, as being the Firlt-born from the Dead, as "tis ex 
preffed Co/of. і. 18. And probably he is ityled laft, 
caufe he is to continue Head of the Church, inv 
with regal. Authority, till he hath throughly a 
plifhed all that God foretold fhould be fulfilled 
hath made him Head over all Things, and h 
reign till he hath put all Enemies under his Foo 
Our Saviour is likewife ftyled, The Author and Fi 
of eur Faith, Heb. xii. 2. Upon the Whole; Ch 
Ínled Alpha and Omega, the Firft and chi 
confiftendy with the Acknowledgment of the 
being Alpha and Omega the Beginning and Ending, 
a far higher Seofe, as being the Almighty, which is 
and which was, and which is to come. "ETT 

* Again, it has been urged God is King of Kings, ar 
Lord of Lords; Chrift is alfo called King of Kin; 
and Lord of Lords, and therefore he is God equal t 
the Father. The Weaknefs of this Argument fi 
ently appears by what has been already fet fert 
granted, that our Saviour has this grand Title а 
to him, Rev. xvii. 14. and xix. 16. But if you co 
the Declarations of the New Teftament, this can 
cafion no Confufion : God hath made bim Lord of L 
AAs ii. 56.— God hath fet him at his own righ 
jn the Heavenly Places: far above all Princip: 
Power, and Might and Domiaion, and every. 
that is named.— And hath put all Things under 
Feet, and gave him to be the Head over all T. 
to the Church, Ephe/- i. 20, 21, 22. "Tisvery 
ing, that learned Perfons fhould conclude that 
who is exprefsly faid to be made Lord, and apy 
King ever all rational Beings, is equal to him who 
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d him; and it її frequently declared, that 
Authority, with which our Saviour is 
ived from his God and Father. He re- 
gdom from Almighty God, and will at 
the exprefs Declarations of St. Paul, 
him, who is therefore the only Potentate, 
ings and Lord of Lords, ia the higheft 
ute Senfe, as being Supreme King, Lord 
d of all, the Son himfelf eot excepted ; who, 
tment, and in a lower Senfe, is a Kin 
ord of Lords. ' 
t has been frequently urged that the Son is 
о be one with the Father. Jobn x. 30. 
Father are one. "Tis not faid that [ and 
are one God, bat one Thing ; and what 
may eafily learo from what goes before. 
afked our Saviour, Verf. 24. How long 
е us doubt? If thou be the Chrif, tell us 
Our Saviour replies, Verf. 25. The Works 
my Father's Name, they bear Witnefs of 
‚ the miraculous Works which our Saviour 
ved him to be the Meffiah, or a Perfon 
God. Verf. 26. But ye (faith he) be- 
becaufe ye are not of my Sheep; that is, 
ialicious and LE Perfons. Verf. 27, 
Sheep (well-difpofed Perfons) hear my Voice, 
y me, and I giveunto them eternal Life, and 
never perifh, neither hsll any pluck chem out 
Verf. 29. 30. For my Father, which 
me, is greater than all; and none is able to 
m out of my Father's Hands: I and my Fa- 
пе; that is, fince the Father, who is greater 
hath given the Sheep to the Son, none can 
| them out of the Hands of the Son; fo that whe- 
er the Sheep be in the Hands of the Father, who is 
greater than all, or in the Hands of the Son, to whom 
hath given them, is one and the fame Thing 
This is the natural Senfe of the Words, plain- 
ied by the Context. They are ufed in the very 
h enfe in other Places. Jobn xvii. 22. That they 
my Difciples) may be oce, even as we (Land the Father) 
are 
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are one; I in them, and thou in me, that they 
made регїед in one. 1 Cor. iii. 8. Hethat-planteth and 
he that waterech (Paul and Apollos) агеопе. + Зь ^ 

Again, it has been frequently y by common 
Chrillians, He shat bath feen me, bath feen the Fath 
Jobn Ch. xiv. ver.g. "lis impoffible to. underílanc 
thefe Words in fuch a-Senfe, as if the Di(ciples by fee 
ing the Perfon of Chrift, or Chrift in his human State 
(which was all that they could beho!d.with their bodily 
Eyes) could fee the. Perfon of the Father, of whom i 
15 exprefly declared, that no. Мая beth fern bim, Joha 
1.18. Whom no Ман bath feen nor cani fee... 1 Uim. 
vi. 15$. But the true Meaning is, he that hath 
feen the miraculous Works performed by Chritt, hath 
feen the Power of the Father, from whom Chrift: n 
ceived the Power of working them. Our Saviour 
felf explains it in this Senfe in the following. V. 
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то, 11. 1/ргаё mot of my/elf, but the Father that {шей 
in me, be doth. the Works. Believe me for the. vet 
Work; fakes Again, the Difciples, by living and con 
verfing with our Saviour, had:a. lotious Op рогшану 
of knowing the Father. This Senfe is con 
our Saviour's Words juft before, Verf. 7. If yeh 
known me, ye fhould have known my Father all 
And from henceforth ye know him, and have feen bi 
Or, as our Saviour hath expreffed it upon anotherO 
cafion, Neither knoweth any Man the Father, favet 
Son, and he to whomíoever the Son will. r hir 
Matth. xi. 27. Again, по Man hath (ееп Go 
at any Time; the only begotten Son which is (or 
was) in the Bofom ef the Father, he hath declares 
him, Jobn i. 18. The only reafooable Senfe, | 
which our Lord declared or revealed the Fathei 
тий be fetting forth the Will and Difpenfations of th 
Father, which were as clearly and fully made ke 
by him to his Difciples, as if che invifible Father ha 
uttered a Voice from Heaven. 09 
With regard to the Attributes of God, it has beet 

maintained that Omniícience, (or knowing all Thin 
Eternity, Omniprefence,for being preíent in all Places) 4, 
Ompipotence and Immutubility, are aícribed to Chill i. 7 
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therefore, upon this Account, he ought to beac- 
ledged as equal to God, ог, as "tis fometimes ex- 
iby: learned. Meo, One God'with the Father. 
'exts brought to prove his Omnilcience, or 
"all Things, are 7оёл ii. 24. He knew all 
Jobn xvi. 30. Thou knoweft all Things — 
23. lam he that fearcheth the Reins and the 
art— That thefe Texts were пос intended to fet 
| th the Knowledge of the Son іп газ extenfive Degree 
| Sth Knowledge of the Father, undeniably appears 
our: Saviour's own: Words already quoted, where 
as plainly-told:us that he did not know the Day of 
tnt, and that the Father only:knew їг, 
to the firt Text, St. Joba plainly fpeaks of eju: 
now ho: knew all Men, without taking the-leaft 
Notice of his extraordinary Perfe&tions, and therefore 
м could eafily difcern«whom he could traf; 77/7; did 
"met commit bimfelf unto them, becaufe he knew all 
пф 15 is no more: than the Аройев themfelves 
‘were enabled by the Spirit of God хо do,- as: to fome 
articular Perfons upon feveral Occafions. 
cond Text, Jobn xvi. 30. is a Declaration of 
feiples /10: our Saviour, upon. his acquainting 
emplainty with bis leaving the World, and going to 
Father, Noru «ave are fure. that thou Anoweft all 
Чу aud nerdeft not that any: Man fbould afk thee | by 
believe that thou came? forth from God. Here 
ethatethe Difciples did not infer from hence 
т Saviour was very God, but only that he came 
God, The Scriptures afford us feveral Inftances 
chExpreffions, which cannot poflibly be interpreted 
пао univerfal Senfe. ‘Thus our Lord told his Apoftles, 
the Holy Ghoft fhould teach them all Things, and 
F gude them intoa// Truth, John xiv. 26. and xvi. i3. 
‘St. Jobnifpeaking to Chriftians,: fays, Үе have an 
айгаа from the Holy One, and ye know ай Things, 
“1и ii; 20. And St. Paul declares of himfelf, I can 
“do all Things, Philip. iv. 13: If any Chriftians fhould 
“infer from fuch Expreflions, that the АроШев алд fir 
nflians were as all-knowing as. God himfelf, the 
Id be thought to make a very unreafonable and 
27 groundlefs 
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groun@tefs Conclufion: In like Manner (making all pro- 
per Allowances for the extraordinary Difference be- 
tween our Saviour aod his Apoftles) we may be | 
ified in believing that fuch general Declarations 
our Saviour's Knowledge were not intended to r 
fent him as equally knowing with his God and 
as our Lord himfelf has exprefsly declared the con 

The remaining Text, Rev. it. 23. appears to 
be the ftrongeft Proof in the New Teftament 
Saviour's fuppofed infinite PerfeCtions. This i 
Argument ariling from it: Knowing the Hearts of 
in Sofomen's Prayer, 1 Kings viii. 39. is made pe 
to God; and God claims it as his eminent 
Jerem. xvii. 10, and yet Jefus Chri] declares of him- 
felf, I am he that fearcheth the Heart; therefore he 
mift be one God with the Father, iy 

In Anfwer to this, let it be obferved, that Godt T 
be faid alone to know the Hearts of the Children « 
Men, becaufe he knows all Things in the molt eminc 
and excellent Manner; but notwithflandieg this, ] 
might communicate the Knowledge of the Hearts © 
Men to other Beings. Thus God only is faid to 
wife, and yet there are other Beings that are called 
wife. But the great God is wife in a more e: 
and eminent Senfe. So in the prefent Inflance, 
it is faid that God only knoweth the Hearts of 
it ший be interpreted in the highefl and шой p 
Manner ; and at the fame time it may be very со 
ently maintained, that another Perfon is епаЫ 
God to know the Hearts of Men, which we find to bx 
the Cafe of our bleffed Saviour ; who, as heis a 
by.God to be the Judge of Quick and Dead, is, do 
lefs, invefled with Powers and Abilities fufficient to dife 
charge fo great a Truit, and confequently he mutt | 
throughly acquainted with the State of every partic 
Perfon, in order to país Sentence according to his W 
Be pleafed to read the whole of what our Saviour 
1 ат he that fearcheth the Reins and the Hearts 
I will give unto every one of you, according to 
Мого врел as Г received of my Father. ‘This | 
claration of Chrif? prevents all poble Confufion u 
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important Point; he, c afcribes to hiafelf 
extraordinary Power of knowiag the Hearts of 

btherwife he could not be qualified to judge 
t the fame time he carefully fecures 
jely of his God and Father; by ac- 
it he received his Powers and Dominion 
'; and confequently this exalted Power 
Hearts of Men, afcribed to Chrif, is 
that he is equal to the Father, ос 
the Father, that ic undeniably fhcws his 
he fupreme God and Father of all, from 
profeffes to have received this and all hë 
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0 this, that our Saviour is reprefented not only 

ng acquainted with the State and Condition of 
feven Churches of Aa, Rev. ii. 3. butas revealing 
of the Charch from that Time to the End of 
hich is Mill a greater Degree of Knowledge : 
үе? men from the fame Revel. that he was 
td to God for this wonderful Knowledge; the 
Words of this Book exprefly declare it; 
ation of Jefus Chrifl, which Godgave unto bim. 
fifth Chapter we have the Reafon diftinctly 
why our Saviour had the extraordinary Fa- 
hfafed to him, of revealing the wonderful 
tained jn this extraordinary Book. Ch. v. 
And they fung a new Song, faying, Thou 
о take the Book, and to open tbe Seals 
tof: For thou waft flain— The Merits of Cérif’s 
iliation and Sufferings are the Reafon aligned, 
phe, above ali the Inhabitants in Heaven and in - 
th, had the Honour of taking the Book (the Con- 
hich were concealed before from them all) 
Right Hand of him that fat upon the Throne, 
ing the Seals thercof ; from which Accounc 
bly follows, that the Lamb himfelf was not 
\ d with the exact State of the Church to the 
ad of the World, till he had received the Book, after 
5 Humiliation and Sufferings, from the Supreme 
Father of all; which fully agrees with what 

himfelf hath exprefly told us, whilit he was 
, upon 
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upon Earth, that heodid not :keow. the of 
ment, and that the Father only koew-it. =- 

The next Attribute fappofed -to be . 
Chrifi, is Eternity ; and the only :сооба 
produced in proof of it, is what [ have е: 
ready, I am Alpha and Omega, the Begi 
End, the Firít and the Laft ; where Ihave 
tice of «he different Manner in which this is ap| 
ће Father and the Son; and that it cannot be 
*ftood in as high a Senfe of the Son as the Fath 
:deniably appears from Col. i. 15. quoted before, v 
Chrif is exprefly ftyled the Firft-born of, every, С 
ture, or the firft Being whom God produced or ere 
Another Attribute fuppofed to be afciibed to С 
is Omniprefence, or his being prefent inall Places. 1 
"Texts brought to prove it are thefe : Where two 
three are gathered together in my Name, ther 
in the Midft of them, Matt. xviii. 20. Lo, 1 
you always, even unto the End, of the Wc 
xxviii. 20. Itisgranted that Chrif is perfe&tlyacqu 
4а Heaven with the Wants of his People upon 
but it does not follow from hence, that he fils 
and Earth as the fupreme Godsand Father 
С°з Prefence with his Difciples is fufficier 
counted: for by his fending the Spirit of the Fz 
fupport and comfort them in Time of need. He 
“properly be faid to be with his Difciples, as he 
received Power from the Father to aflift them with | 
Holy Spirit Do but.read what Chrift: fays.of. himf 
1 came forth from the Father, and am come. th 
‘World ; again 1 leave the World, and go to 
ther, Jobn xvi 28. I came down -from 
zoom vi. 38. with many.more Paffages to t 
urpofe, which neceflarily imply that. 


Tranflation, (eems to fignify. that, our Savio аг, e 7 
whilft he was upon Earth,,was at the fame. Г * 
Heaven: And no Man hath afcended up to Heavei 
but he chat came down from Heaven, even the Sen o 
Man, which is in Heaven; bet the Words may b 

» tende: 


тээг?” B 
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: of do 
to i het 8. But 1 have 


ts brought to prove this are, 
As pu i 12. many 
) t that the toth, 11th, 
е Of this Chapter are dire&ed to Chri/t. 
Bi the w ope and Defign of this Chapter be 
Шу c ed, ane may bé convinced, that 
у ti jg God the Father. The Defiga of 
polle in this Chapter is to prove to the Hebrews, 
‘ Aid is а Perfon fuperior in Dignity 
s; i irmation of this Point, he defcribes 
Title of the Son of God, whom he (namely, 
ath appointed Heir of all Things, by whom, or 
pi whom, he made the Worlds ; and that after 
е‹ iliation he was advanced to the high» 
rand Dignity, being made better than the 
as being entitled to a more glorious Inheri- 
ee е Angels were no more than бо 
is, who received an expres Command from Go 
iy Homage to the Son, after he was raifed from. 
ad ; but unto the Son he faith, Thy Throne, О 
ever and ever ; a Sceptre of Righteoufnefs is 
of chy Kingdom: thou baftloved Righteouf- 
ed Iniquity; therefore God, even thy 
Anointed thee with the Oil of Gladneís 
Fellows. Then the Apoitle addreffes him- 
od, and. celebrates his Power and un- 
ible Duration: And thou, Lord, in the Be- 
ing Ва laid the Foundation of the Earth, and 
ЭН the Work of thy Hands > they fall 
сое femainelt; they (hall be changed, 


„ РӘ n a 
2 * The Word in Greek is thus rendered, ори іх, 2r, eom» 


pre Chap. vi. 62. 
D = and 
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and thy Years fhall not fail. т. It is not likely that the 
Аройс fhould apply this to Chrif, becaufe e | 
declared, Verfe 2, that God by his Son | 
Worlds, and fo would be guilty of a needlefs 1 
tition: it is obfervable, that the Creation of the 
vens and the Earth is never afcribed immediately 
the Son in fuch Terms ; but it is conflantly fai 
things were made through him. (Jobn i. 
ix. 6. Epbe/. iii. 9.) 2. And, Thou, Lord, 
naturally referred to God the Father, in order toe 
blih, the higheft Affurance of tthe Continuanci 
Cbrif’s Kingdom, as being given him by that fupi 
Lord, whofe Power and unchangeable Nature 
Pfalmift fets forth: 3, This very Paffige had | 
ufed originally for the fame Purpofe in the 1024 P/a 
namely, to infer this Conclufion; . The Childr 
thy Servanis fhall continue, and their Seed fhall 
eftablifhed before thee. Verfe the laft. In 1 
Manner it proves, as here applied, that Cd, 
Kingdom fhould continue. for ever, becaufe he 
anointed or invefted wich this Dominion by the 
preme Lord of all Things (who із ехргейу men 

d as Shr God butjolt before) who is always 

ame, and whofe Years fhall not fail. 2 

Heb. xiii, 8. Te/us Chrif, the fame Yefterday 
To-day, and for ever. 
That the Perfon of Chrif is the fame Yefterday, 

To-day, and for ever, may be admitted as true 5. 
that is not the Meaning of this particular Text, 
the Apoltle is here {peaking not of the Perfon, 
the Doctrine of Chrift. Ве pleafed to read vhi ў 
before, and follows after. Remember them 
have the Rule over you, who-have (роКеа unt 
the Word of God, whofe Faith follow, confi 
the End of their Converfation. Jefus Chrift th 
Yelterday, and To-day, and for ever. Be no 
ried away with divers and ftrange Dodtrines: Th 
adhere ftedfailly to the Faith of the Apoftles, а 
not perplexed with Doétrines brought in by о 
Teachers arifing after them, For Je/us Chrif is 
fame Saviour, and his Gofpel the fame Gofpel to them 
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ди s &rft, and to you now, and to all Generations. that 
"pii tre to come hereafter. То preach Chrif according 
m to many Paffages of the New Teflament, fignifies to 
"m reach the Dottrine of Кү А Ic is farther urged- in 
y” of Chrift’s fupreme odhead, that fuch Works 
e pies to him in Scripture, as are peculiar to 
, jj the great God of Heaven and Earth, namely, Crea- 
4 | tion and Prefervation. It is declared in fome few 
one sffages, that the World was made by or through 
14 Chrifi. Now Almighty God feems to afcribe to him- 
{elf п а peculiar Manner the Work of Creation ; he 
i is frequently defcribed by the Title of Creator of 
i Heaven and Earth : from whence it is inferred, that 
T із equal to the Father as touching his Godhead, 
"t or one God with the Father. 
ы “Їл an(wer to this, let it be obferved, that our Sa- 
"viour is never flyled the Creator of Heaven and Earth. 
л We read in the New Teftament, that God created all 
"Thingrby Jefus Chrift; that God made the Worlds 
Xf |, his Son, or eftablithed the Ages by his Son ; and 


4 


ket that the World was made by him, or through him. 


‘Fobmi. 3. Со]. i. 16. Ephef. i. 9. Heb. і. 2. 


ПА Wow admitting that theíe Exprefions refer to the 


Creation of Heaven and Earth (which is not abfo- 


jı” Jacely certain, there being many judicious Chriftians 


who interpret thefe Expreffions of a moral Creation 


лё of the whole World, or the Introduétion of a new State- 


А 
, 


of ты by Jefus Chrifi) admitting, f fay, the 
Truth of the common Interpretation, the Form of 
che Exp Mons fufficiently diftinguithes Chrif from the 


one God and Father of all; he is plainly reprefeated 

" as 2 erior Inflrument whom God employed in the 

'" Creation of the World, Neither is this inconfiftent 
A with what we read in the Prophet lfaiab xliv. 24. 

б ^e the Lord that maketh all things, that ftretcheth 
forth фе Heavens alone, that fpreadeth the Earth by 
myfelf. Almighty God may confiftently be faid to be 

' «ье alone Maker of Heaven and Earth, becaufe he 
received Help from none, he worked by his fupreme 
ind derived Power, though he might think fit to 


emplo; "another as an inferior Inftrument. I could 


4 Г 2 pro- 
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produce many Inftances of the like Nature, whe е 
principal Agent ar Performer of any Work is 
tioned in fuch a Way, asif no others had 
cern in it; and, indeed, it й ve со n 
forts of Writers. But опе remarkable E 
the fame Way of fpeaking in the Old. Tella 
be fufficient for the prefeat Purpofe,. Thus 
with Regard to God's bringing Ifrael! out of Er 
Deut. xxxii. 12. The Lord alone did lead h m 
s alfo fays, Numb. xx. 16. that the Lore 
fent Pis Angel, and had brought them out of J 
Ir islikewife faid, that he led them Ay the 
Mofes, Jf. 1хій. 12. There js, therefore, no 
of Difficulty in God's being reprefented as th Ж 
Maker of Heaven and Earth, although it be decl 
in the New Teflament, that God created all thin, 
(or through) Jefus Chrift. а, 
As to the Prefervation of all Things being afc 
to Chrif, "d i. 17. By bim all Things co 
Form of the Expreffion is the fame with that alre 
examined ; as God created all Things by (or throug 
Chrifi, fo be preferves or governs all things by 
through) Chri ; to which Heb. i. 3. is par 
holding all Things by the Word of dis P 
Power means the Power of God the Fath 
fall Import of thefe Expreflions, taken in the 
Senfe, is; that God employs Chrifi as an infe 
ftrament in the Government of the World, __ 
Te is very remarkable, that in all thofe Р 
where our Saviour is defcribed with. the шо | 
Characters, there is always fomething, either 
Form of the Expreffion, or їп the Contex 
both, that clearly diflingoifhes him from his 
Father. Let the firt Chapter of St. Pau/s Ер 
the Сәй Бат, which is fuppofed to contain a: 
Chara&ters of СА? as are to be found in any or 
Chapter of the New Teftament, be propofed as 4 
Example. Is it declared by St. Paul, that i» bim (о! 
through him) namely Chrif, all Things were cre 
and that by him (or through him) all ‘Things c 
The fame St. Paul, in the fame Chapter, declar 
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is the Image of the invifible 

304. which is a Character abfolutely incorfitent with 
Notion of his fupreme Godhend. Even Man is 

“йу faid to have been made ia the liage of God; 
pi Chri! is the Image of God in а far higher 
ап Man; buc IWH ўер ые ic is that he 

| God, of whom he is faid to be 
' es, the füpreme God is diftin- 

that обоа! ау of che God and Fa- 


14 
"à 


corum the Desd. Verf, ¥5, 18. The 
naturally fignifies the firt Being 
produced or created ; and all agree that 
cr igi the firt who rofe from the Dead. 
au very abfard to apply either of thefe Cha- 
tothe fapreme God. And to determine the 

‘beyond sli pofib'e Doubt, it is declared, Verfe 


e Tepe (the "s Father) that in him (namely Chrift 
fhould dwell. To which may be added 
Por from the following Chapter, Ver. 9. 
dwelleth all the Fuloefs of the Godhead bo- 

which (оте anderítand, as if Chrift was poffeff- 


1 E all the Perfe&tions of the Divine Nature. But 


ine the Context, or the Ufe of the Expreffion 

in other Paffages, the true Senfe of it is evidently 
- MT. їг completely. enabled to fet forth to 
ilt and Perfections of God. This Evpreffion 

the fame Import with what the Арой!е had ufed 
. Verf. 3. In whom {namely Chrif) are 

the Treafures of Wifdom and Knowledge ; that 
8, Chrift is perfe&ty acquainted with every ching re- 
to the Gofpel Difpenfation, about ‘which he 
en fpeaking. Ver. 2. As to the Term bodily, 
су ын fubftantially, in О tion to the 
: and Shadows of the Law, as plainly appears 
барит Ver. 8. and Ver. 17. ——— The fenfe 


ё -— The Word Father is not in the Grèk, but the following 
. Чеге clearly proves that our Tranflators did well to fopply 
the Term F. Father, 
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I have given is undeniably eftablifhed by Брду: C 
iii. Ver. 18, 19. where St. Pau! prays, that the 
fians might comprehend with all Saints, wha 
Breadth, and Length, and Depth, and Heigh 
And to know the Love of Chrift which paffeth K 
ledge, that ye might be filled with all the Ful 
God: The Apoftle could not poflibly pray 
Saints might be filled with the Perfections of : 
vine Nature, that being infinitely abfurd, but 
they might be fufficiently acquainted with the 
ordinary Love of God in fending Chrift i 
World, and that they might abound in all other 
ritual Graces. But whatever be the precife М 
ing of the Fulnefs of the Godhead, the Apoftle 
us, Ї PE the Father, that in him (namely 
all Fuinefs foould davell ; fo that itis owing to the рос 
Pleafure of the Father, that the high Characters 
forth in this Chapter are juftly afcribed to Chrif. | 
on the Whole, it undeniably appears from this 
Chapter, that the higheft Characters applied 
muft be interpreted confiftently with the Ackr 
ment of the Father being the one fupreme God, whe 
is ftyled the God and Father of our Lord J e/as Cbrif, 
and of С} being an inferior Perfon. аа. а oo 
Another Argument produced in Favour of Ci 
fupreme Godhead, and on which the greateít 
Jad by vaf Numbers of Chriftians, is, t 
Worfhip is paid to Cérif. But as this is a Р 
which our religious Practice is immediately со 
1 бай, in its proper Place, endeavour to 1 
od a full View of the true Chriftian Worfhi 1 
m all the Texts of the New Teftament, relating t 
that Point. | 
It remains that I confider the ObjeGion of 1 
Men, drawn from the fuppofed Truth of our 
our's Incarnation, as delivered in the Athama 
Creed, and then compare it with the Declaratio 
Scripture. According to the former Account our Sa- 
viour is perfe& God and. perfect Man; of а rea! 
able Soul and human Flefh fubhifling ; fo-that he isa 
Compofition of two intelligent Perfons, Сод and Man, 
I ! or 


d 
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a Soul and Body ; and therefore Chrifi 
her, as Machine his Godhead, and 
r аз touching his Manhood. Who 
od and Man, or God united to a 
| which feems to be a Compofition of 
fons, according to the natural Sig- 
he Words; yet notwithftanding this, he 
bat one Chrif. By Virtue of this curious 
when our Saviour is fo frequently repre- 
ure as inferior to God, learned Men 
account for it by interpreting it of his human 
diftin& from his divine ; fo that, although he 
r to God in one Capacity, yet he may be 
in another. 
wer to this I beg Leave to obferve, that this 
Accouat of the Incarnation of our Saviour 
ire Invention of learned Men, in order to folve 
nanfwerable Difficulties arifing from the Suppo- 
! fupreme God undergoing a Stace of Hu- 
Sufferings, and Dying; it being on all 
that the fupreme God is abfolutely inca- 
h a State. у j 
other hand, the Scripture tells us, that the 
ime Flefh ; that God fent forth his Son, 
Woman; we read of a Body prepared for 
read of Fe/us Chri? being come in the Fleth. 
О where faid in the Word of God, that 
йз of a divine Nature, Soul and Body ; 
eceffary to be believed by Chriftians, fhould 
| plainly and frequently expreffed. “But this 
om being the Cafe, that great Numbers of 
Concerning our Saviour are abfolutely incon- 
h it, Heb. ii. 14. Forafmuch then as the 
are Partakers of Flich and Blood, he alfo 
took Part оГ. ће fame. Ch. x. 5. Where- 


nd Offering thou wouldít not, but a Body hat 
d red me. Ver. то. Ву the which Will we 
1 fied, through the Offering of the Body of 
Jifus Chrift once for all. This Account is quite dife- 
tent from what we find in the Athanafien Creed, which 
нш D4 re- 
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repielents one Saviour as a Perfon made 
pr dwviac Nature of Chrif, with Soul fad В 
£d,, The Scripture is plain enough with refpe£ 
Incarnation of Cori, that the fame divin 
who cxiüed in Heaven before be wasborr 
jn Mary, affumed a Айл OMM nd ton 
беер Man ; althaugh-his fpiritual Part 
valy. more glorious than eur Souls. In like Ман 
ao 52: though of a Nature more excellen Ж 
ours, might be properly called a Man, if he took 
9n kim a human Body, of which we have T 
able Ioftancé in the Old Teftament, Сен, 
three Angels that appeared to Abrabam. 
(«y calied Men, Бесарїе they were cloa 
Танд ВА: But when learned Men talk ol 
Saviour's praying and fuffering as a Man, whilf 
fame sime as a God he was not capable of fuch 
ipferior State, they {peak without any Warra 
Scripture, there being nothing exprefly declared ther 
fiom which Chriftian People could bave gathered а 
{uch Opinion, if their Attention had been always ct 
fined to. the Word of God, and they had taken 
Notions from thence according to the Princi 
common Senfe. -O my Father, if it be рей 
this 5139 from me; can you poffibly be 
the Word me does not fignify our Saviour's whi 
Perfo, but only his human Soul іп. Diflinétion.f 
his divine Nature? You muft certainly think, if 
an extraordinary Senfe had been intended, 
have been plainly fet forth, fo ЖЭЛ might 
readily oblerved it upoo being told ir was it 
Word of Gog: That our Saviour {uffered is. fe 
ly fet forth, That he that runs may read и; t 
quires che Help of vice Arts ef Ойд од t 
out, that the Pesfon who fuffered was the Ма 
human Soul joined to a Body, whbilft at the fan 
the Werd, or Goris confidered in his hig 
city, continued incapable of Humiliation, ar 


ings. alee 
As therefore the Scripture is fleng, ab [ ftha- 
agfun Account of our Saviour's Incarnation ; and as 
feveral 
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 Paffages ехргейу contradict it, you mult rea- 
bly БУЛ буйн Inferiority. to the-one God 
ther of all is eftablifhed upon the clearet and 
Reafons: for if Chrift confidered in his 
Capacity was really humbled, and did really 
impoffible it is for you to conceive of him as 
al and (оргете God, in whom there can be 
blenefs, or Shadow of turning. But wich 
Жэ шой exalted Perfon, if ће be not the 
p od, there is nothing inconfiftent with the 
of Realon to fuppofe him capable of fucha 
аз our Saviour is reprefented to have pafled 
gh; and therefore we may reafonably believe is 
Teftimony of the Apoltles. It was indeed 
mazing Act of Condefcenfion, an unparalleled In- 
се of Humility, that fo glorious and divine a Pers 
| be content to come down from Heaven, 
ur Nature upon him, and fubmit to the In- 
(414 Sorrows of human Life, Вией there 
g abfurd, nothing unreafonable to believe, 
Who was in the Beginning with God, and who 
God, really came in Flefh, and dwelt: among 
t he actually laid afide the Glory which he 
avr aber before the World was; that. be 
d himfelf of the Form of God, and really took 
apon him thé Form of a Servant, and was made in 

He Жсепей of Men, and became obedient unto Death, 

tn the Death of the Сто. The Scripture. always 
of our Saviour as one fingle Perfon; and com- 
iftians, I dare fay, would never have ima- 
that when he declares bimfelf inferior to God, 
at the fame. time equal to the Father as touch- 
| 3odbead, if their common Senle had not been: 
| "ruled by the fubile Determinations of Learned 

Y The Bulk of Mankind are not qualified for 
"Wh nice Diftinétions; and it ought always to be re- 
ibered, that the Scripture was defigned for the, 
- Ufe of the Unlearned as well as Learned. 

.. Mtt me now recommend it to your ferious Confide- 
tation, to take a Review of the Evidence | have pro- 
ЧЧ, with regard to the Perfon of our bleffed Sa- 
І Ds; viour : 
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viour: it тай be referred to your common © 
whether I have not proved by plain, direct а 
fitive Evidence, that Chri/? is а Perfon in ferio 
one fupreme God and Father of all; and the 
Objeétions drawn from the high Titles, Actrib 
and Works afcribed to С, do overthrow tl 
and pofitive Evidence. I believe it muft арреа 
your unprejudiced Underftandings very evident, 
Chrift cannot poflibly be equal to the one fupreme C 
from whom he profeffes to have received 
Powers, Faculties, and high Chara&ers; to who 
Commands he performed Obedience ; and to wh 
ultimate Glory his greateft Honours redound 
muft be farther referred to your Judgment, | 
the Diftin&ion of the divine and human Ма 
fet forth in the Athanafian Creed, can be of a 
Weight in Oppofition to the plain Declarations of t 
New Teftament, interpreted by common Sente. _ 
It remains that I proceed to fet forth to you 
the New Teftament exprelly declares concern 
Holy Spirit. As to this Part, I have no Occ: 
be very large. For, as I have fufficiently prov 
our Saviour is a Perfon inferior to the one Go 
Father of all, it.is impofüble to conceive th: 
Holy Spirit fhould be of equal Dignity wi 
one fupreme God, becaufe he was fent by ou 
viour. The fupreme God cannot poffibly be fent. 
a Perfon inferior to God. And here the 
might reft, without producing any other Argu 
whatfoever. But, in order to make the Poin 
more plain, I will firft lay before you a general V 
of the principal Texts relating to the bleffed Spirit 
and then I will confider thofe Paffages from wh 
learned Men have endeavoured to prove the fu 
Godhead of the Holy Spirit. : 
Joba xvi. 7. I tell you the Truth; it is exp 
for you that I go away; for if 1 go not away. 
Comforter will not come unto you; but if 1 dep 
will fend him unto you. Уене 13. When he 
Spirit of Trutb, is come, he will guide you un 
Truth; for he fhall not {реак of himfelf; but 


" 


^ I he ; and he will 

bew you 7 'hings tc ы Ve Pirie thal! glori- 
' те: for h hal receive of mine, апд fhall thew it’ 
- 1 When the Comforter’ 
о from. the Father, 


xv. 26. 
ill fend unto yo 
th "which proceedeth from. the 
of me = Luke xi. тз! How 
I eavenly Fathet give the Holy 
a tha Эрэ ХЭЭ ДЭ md. we 
шейез of thefe Things, and То is alfo the 
om God hath grvix to them that obey 
is the Holy Sp feprefeased ip many 
: em. vil. 26, 27. Likewife the 
tlpeth our че): for we know’ not 
Т d. pray for as we oüght ; but the Spirit 
2 h, Interceffion for us with Groans that 
tered ut he that fearcheth the Hearts 
h the Mind (ot Defire) of the Spirit ; 
à Interceffion for the Saints according to 
0d.— 44s ii. 4. And they were all fill- 
Holy Ghoft, and began to fpeak with 
оез, as the Spirit gave them, Utterance, 
God anointed J«/u: of Nazareth with the 
рой, and with Power.—Heb, ii. 4 with Signs 
ders, and with divers Miracles aod Gifts of 
y Ghofl. ‘Mark xiii. 11. It is по: ye that 
he Holy Ghoft. Luke'i. 67. Zacharias 
ith the Holy Ghoft, and prophefied. 427 
hey уеге а] filled with the Holy Ghoft, 
y (раке the Word of God with Boldnefs. 2 
1. But holy.Men of God (раке, as they were 
by the Holy ppt. AG; i. 24. He was a 
з, and full of the Holy Ghoít and of Faith; 
5, The Love of God is fhed abroad in our 
tbe Holy Ghot. Rem xv. 13: The God 
9u with all Joy and Peace in believing, 


may abound in Hope through tbe Power of the 
shoit. .Epbef. v. 9. The Fruit of the Spirit is 
Goodnefs .Ерду/. vi. 18. Praying always with 
All Prayer and бан inthe Spirit, |, 
Pee n3" 03:14 
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"From. thefe T Ў Кома, кор ncerning 
the Holy Spirit, it ears that he. 
all АЖАР, even or ofe done bear 
aod tbat our “Saviour during His State of Ниш 
was under his oet and Affiflance = den 
tbe Infpirer of of the гор} hets ni ofttes, 
and Teacher of the Aj ollie in the great. 
дірійегіаї Office. He s E bos mM о 
Sae HAE v» all Hearts, the Co flat ap 5 


in the Pra&i Ge о bat 
Sed i ta 


poe 
ва ОР 
his е p 
fented as fent by him ic НЬ ihe PT 
Pv Promife made to his Difciples jot ъа 
eath 
` It is farther to be observed, P» in all "qe crip 
tions we find іа, Scripture ‘of the Holy. р 
is never єхргєбу. called God or Lord ; he iy” 
prefented as fi "ing d pon a Throne, or exerci 
al Authority ; cems to be the кер 
238 yo Ач em oyed ete. d: 
im very high Offices ; and therefore ший be посе 
m Чу Prefumption to afcribe ipte God- 
head to the Holy Spirit М, though мба | 
Angel, із undeniably i infe Cheap Aaa 
fh Oppofition ца this y baby Acco : 
"Spirit, learned Men generally produce ` ; Би 
Peter (аід, Ananias, why hath tan [^ ү 
Heart tà Ié to the Holy СБа Why 7 
ceived this thing in thine Heart?) Tho 1 
unto Men, but unto God.  Becaufe, iy s Lie 
which is declared to be told to the Holy hu J 
former Words, is in the latter faid to be told 1 to С ay 
therefore it is inferred that the Holy Ghof is 
Gad. It is very furpriging that bec: NP 


a оге he chat lied to tke 
; Ned.to the Holy Spirit, ХУЙ, Mi to 
dt, Wied to God, who gave them. bis 


leirned Men have endeavoured to prove 
preme Godbead of the Holy Spirit, becaufe 
Body is declared to be the Temple of the Hol 
; and they argue that the Holy Ghoft is God, 
aple is peculiarly dedicated to Сод, Io order 
e Wexkoe of this way of reafoniag, J 
jown the Texts themfelves. 1 Cor, vi 1 
hat, know ye not that your Body is the Temp 
the Holy Spirit which is in you, which ye have of 
od, and ye are not your own? For ye have been 
dui ha Price. Wherefore glorify God both with 
and your Spirit, which are God's, 1 Cer. 
. Ye are the зул of God: for the Spirit, of 
phef. ii. 21. Ye are an holy 
an Habitation of God through 


З ан їй. 24. St. Jobn proves that God abideth in 
< PL. Spirit which he hath gives us. Chap. iv. 


еге! 3. By this we know that we abide in him PS 
ah ә 
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he in us, becaufe he hath given us of his Spl it. For 
where the Spirit of God is, there God is cia be гай 
and that is his Temple, where his Spirit hath fix 
his Abode. It is obfervable, that St. Pasi, whilft h 
is (peaking of our Body being the Temple of the Но! E 
Ghott, takes particular Care to dire& our Thoughts — 
to God, from whom we have received him, and ге: zz 
horts us to glorify God, with our Body, to whom it — 
is principally dedicated. Doubtlefs it is a very high 
Privilege that our Body is the Temple of the Holy 
Spirit ; but, according to St. Paul, we muft make ош 
folema Acknowledgments to God the fupreme Bene- - 
fa&or and Giver of the Holy Spirit; which undeni- | 
ably proves, that the Holy Spirit is not ошу diftin- 
guifhed from God, but inferior to him. ч 3 

Matt. xii, 31, 32. The Blafphemy of the Ho | 
Ghoft fhall not be forgiven unto Men. . And whofo- 
ever fpeaketh a Word et the Son of Man, it ff 
be rod зи him: but whofoever fpeaketh againft th | 
Holy Ghoft, it fhall not be forgiven him, neither in 
this World, neither in the World to come. From 
hence it is argued that the Holy Ghoft is God, becaufe _ 
Blafphemy againít him is declared to be unpardonable, 
which it could not be, if he be not Сод... 1f the Coo- - 
text be carefully examined, it will appear that this fee - 
vere Declaration of our Saviour was. occafioned by 
the perverfe and obílinate Malice of the Pharileg 
who afcribed our Saviour's Miracles to the Prince of — 
the Devils, by which they fhewed a Temper of Mind _ 
mot capable of being worked upon by the гор eft х 
Means of Сову!ё ол that Сод сап afford any of his- 
Стелгитев ; fo that in this View the Blafphemy again 
the Holy Ghoft does not fignify the Perfon of the Но 
Ghoft, but the miraculous Works of the Holy Gho 
which шей be the highet Aggravation of Guilt, be- — 
caufe they withflood the greateft and laft Mesos of 
Convi&ion that God intended to afford them. This _ 
was the той unpardonable Affront againft al _ 
mighty God, who employed the Holy Spirit to per- ~ 
form thefe wonderful Works; and the Reafon why 
this particular Blafpheiny is declared to be more u 

à; " pardonable. 


) 
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ble than Sins committed more immediately 
the Perfon of the Father, or the Son, is, be- 
committed again(t the cleareft Light: for 
d fhew a greater Degree of incurable Ma- 
afcribe thofe very Works to the Devil, 
had the highef Reafon to believe were 
he Spirit of God : juft as if we fhould fay, Sins 
d againit the clear Dictates of Confcience are 
у cem confequently more unpardon- 


the Holy Ghoft is declared to be. incapable of 
m, not becaufe he is God, for then all Sins 
‚Ье unpardonable; but becaufe God afforded 
the бговрей Evidence of his Power and Мајейу 
Works of the Spirit; and confequenily, to 
them as Works of the Devil, moft be the 

ous Affront, the moft obílinate Rebellion 
he fupreme Authority of almighty God, who 
yed his Spirit in thefe extraordinary Operations, 
pole to give Mankind the той fatisfactory Evi- 
t of our Lord's Divine Соттоп. 

@s xxvii. 25, 26, 27. Well (раке the Hol 
“Сой by Ejaiar the Prophet unto our Fathers, cu 
Go unto this People, and fay, — and I fhould heal 

_ Becaufe that which in J/aiab is attributed to 

_ the Lord, is in the 44s afcribed to the Holy Spirit, 
. Ri as been inferred that the Holy Spirit is the Lord. 
: at nothing can be more fallacious than this Way of 
rguing : in the fame manner I could conclude, that be- 
what is afcribed to the Lord, 4/2:49 lxv. 1. (I am 
it of them that afked not for me: I am found of 
bem that fought me not) is in the tenth Chapter of 
ans, Ver. 20. applied to J/aiad (But Efaias is 
ету bold, and faith, I was found of them that fought 
me not) therefore J/atab is the Lord. І could pro- 
duce many other [nftances of a like Nature; but this 
icient, аз a clear Account may be given of the 
prefent Cafe. Whatever God fpeaks, may very pro- 
Es des faid to be fpoken by the Holy Ghoft, becaufe 
Xd always Speaks to his Prophets by the Infpiration 

of his Holy Spirit: and whatever is fpoken itt je 
oy 


~ 
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where the Spirit of the Lord is, chere is Liberty. It 
has been obferved by learned Men, chát the Spirit й 
here ftiled the Lord, and the Lord here meant is the 
one Jehovah, the God of Heaven and Earth. T 
Order te determine the trae Senfe of this particu 
Text, it isneceffary to obferve the main Scope and 
Defign of the Apoltle in this Chapter, which is evi- 
dently this, to magnify the Do@rine of Chrif, 
ing more clear and plain, more powerful and gla 
than the Law of Mo/er. Verfe 6. he obferves 
God hath made us able Minifters of the New 
ment, not of the Letter, but of the Spirit; |] 
Letter keBeth, bot the Spirit giverh Life; that is, U 
Law of Mofes requireth many Things, for tlie 
formance of which it does not afford fufficient Stre 
and at the fame time threatens Death to all Trant. 
greffors without Hope of Mercy, On the other band, 
the Spirit giveth Life; thatis, the fpiritus] ой 
of tbe Gotpel beftows upon us eternal Life, not 
28 к points out to us the true Method of attaining it, 
but likewife gracioufly affords us an Affurance of Par 
don upon Repentance in cafe of Failures, and in all - 
difficult Trials fupplies us with fpiritual Strength. | 
From hence he proceeds to fet forth the glorious Dif- 
penfation of che Gofpel above that of Mo/o, Verlie 
7, 8, 9, то, 12. Then he defcribes the Blindnefi 
of the Fewi People after our Saviour's Time, 
not difcerning che Types and Figures of the Old Tef- 
tament, by comparing it to the Veil that 200 
upon his Face, to hide the Brightnefs of ir. Vert 
1$, 16. Their Minds were blinded ; for until this 
Day remaineth the fame Veil untaken away in th 
reading 


MIS 
" diag | the Old Teítament; which Veil is doae 
‚Сәй: ‘but even unto this Day, when Mefes 
' ақ Veil > ae rae инч nevertheleis, 
i is, whew the Heart. of the Jews hill 
in хн hall be converted 8 TA the 
1 taken away, as he had obferved jut be- 
t, Vore 14 wbien Veil is done away in Сз}. 
Then he coocledes with the Words | have. produced. 
Me Lord is that Spirit, that is, Chrifi, by whofe 
1 G {pel the Veil is done away, Vere 14. and 
towhom the Jews fhould be dah Veife 16. This 
brift, is that Spirit which the Apoltle bad 


 deícribing Бирар? the whole. Chapter... His 
therefore is, the Do&rine of Cbrif is the Spirit, 

| cope of the Law, which points ош to Men 
the true Way to Life aod Нар inefs, in Oppofition to 
ea aed Rigour of the Law, which tends 
only to Condemnation and Death. ‘That the Word 
Spiric is capable of this Senfe, appears from the Ufe 
ther Places as well as , this Chapter. 


appears frm кее Words, bere the Spi 
the Lord is, there is Liberty. For if the Word 
in tbe foregoing Words, ügoified the Holy Ghoft, 


the Word Lord, inthis rticular Text; 
of the ee сее ds contrary to the whole Strain of 
the (астей Writings; there being vo Place wee 

oly 
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Holy Spirit has the Charaéter of Lord given him, 
he is always defcribed under his own perfe 
the Spirit of the Lord, or the Spirit of God 
Holy Spirit, or Ghoft. ; иж 
1 Cor. ii. 10, 11. But God hath revealed 
to us by his Spirit: for the Spirit fearcheth all. 
yea, the deep Things of God. For what Man | 
eth the Things of a Man, five the Spirit of Man 
is in him? Even fo the Things of God knoweth no 
Man, but the Spirit of God. It has been argued from. 
hence, that the Holy Spirit is in fuch a Senfe the Spi- 
rit of God ав to be in God, and therefore he is God. | 
In anfwer to this I would obferve, that the G 
here mentioned as revealing Things by his Spirit, m 
be the God and Father of all. For it would b 
Abfurdity to fuppofe that the Father, Son, an 
Spirit, Ням, Things by his Spirit. It is not 
the Text, that the Spirit is in God, as the Spiri 
Man is in Man, but he is plainly reprefented | 
ftin& from God, as a Perfon by whom God rev 
Will, as a Perfon who fearcheth the deep TI 
God, and confequenily he cannot be God | 
The plain Meaning of the Apoftle's Words is, th 
as no Man knows, or can make known to others, | 
Thoughts of a Man, but either the Man himfelf, or 1 
to whomfoever the Man will difcover chem : fo much 
lefs doch any'Man know or can difcover the 1 
and Couníels of God, but either God himfelf, 
whomfoever God reveals them by his Spirit. ` { 
Thus I have given you an impartial Account of 
the moft important Texts produced by learned Men, 
to prove the fupreme Godhead of the Holy Spirit з and 
it muft be now referred to your Judgment whet 
М not too weak and infufficient to сйа5 thi 
oint. ` 
Having made а more exact Enquiry concernin 
Perfon of the Holy Spirit, occafioned by the late? 


* 

* "Tis fuppofed by the Public that the learned Bifhop of 

Clogher, in Ireland, was the Author of this Treatife, - ‘Tis 

certainly for his Lordthip’s Honour that he has made an At- 

Non remove an offenfive Do&trine from the Church of 
nd, 
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it not improper to fet it forth, which 
abfolutely certain, but it appears 
probable, and what ferves to clear up 
es relating to the Holy Spirit: How far 
apy Weight and Conviction with it, is referr'd 
r Determination. 
Lord is exprefly declared to have been under 
diate Guidance of the Holy Spirit, during his 
Homiliation. Thus it is faid that he was led 
ka namely, the good Spirit—to be 
the Devil. Mat. iv. 1. That he 
Devils by the Spirit of God Мад. xii. 28. 
sointed Jefus of Nazareth with the 
148: x. 38. And yet in one Райаре, 
as in that bitter Agony juft before 
a Time when he feemed to require the 
pport, "из affirmed that an Angel appeared 
om Heaven, ftrengthening him, Luke xxii. 
ence it feems not improbable that the 

> Holy Spirit. 
: the 26th, 29th, and 39th Verfes of the 
th Ch. of 44: be compared together. And the 


‘sl of the Lord fpake unto Philip, faying, arife and 


Spirit of the Lord caught away Philip-— 
erfon who is called 2 Angel of the Lord 
feems to have the Title ot the Spirit and 

of the Lord, Ver. 29, and 39. 
ewife the Angel fent to good Cornelius feema 
been the Holy Spirit. A@s x. 3. He, 
Cornelius, (ам in a Vifiono An Angel of 
ping in to him—Verf. 5 And now fend Men 
Aer. 19. While Peter thought on tbe Vi- 
Spirit faid unto him, Behold, three Men (еек 
erí. 20. Arile therefore, and get thee down— 
awe fent them. The Perfon who fent them 
y called an Angel of God ; and here the fame 
n feems to be ftyled rhe Spirit. See Ch. xi. 12, 13. 
‘to this, that our Saviour promifed bis Difciples 
his Death, that he would fend the Holy Spirit, 
or 


ий a 
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or Comforter, to them, who would йы! into t 
Things to come. ` (See the Words quote ) 
Now St, Joha, to whom the Cuncents of the } 
Revelation were communicated, Коне | dec 
the Perfon by whom he was imme Ai inf 
was an Angel. The Revelation of Jefus E 
God gave unto him, to ere anto bis Servants Ч 
which тий JEortly come to рај, and he feat and iani 
it by his Angel unto his Servant John. And ho d 
Angel was, may be learnt from tbe folemn Words at 
the Clofe of every Epiftle direfted to ihe fevea 
Churches of Afia, Ch. ii, iii. where the Angel having 
before fpoke in the Name of Chrift, now fp ii 
his own Perfon, faying, He that hath an Ear, let hin 
hear what rée Spirit faith unto the Churches ; from 
whence it feems highly probable that the Angel was 
the Holy Spirit feat by Chrift from God t 
and inflruct his People in religious Trath, 
few them Things to come, according to the Pre m 
our Saviour; which feems to have been more remi 
ably fulfilled by the Contents of this wonderful 
than any other Part of the New Teftament, 
tains not only many ufeful Truths that highly 
the Attention of all Serious Chriflians, but likewife 
Prophetic Account of the State of the Chureh | 
St. John’s Time to the End of the World. ү. 
‚ I can fee båt one confiderable Obje&tion to. thi» 
Account of the Holy Spirit, which is this; Al- 
though the fame Peifon who is flyled Ange 
Paffage, feems to have the Tit'e of The Spirit in 2 
of like Nature, yet it does not neceffarily follo 
hence that the Holy Spirit is an Angel, as there 
veral Inftances in Scripture of the fame way of 
jog, fome of which I have taken Notice of upon 
Oceafion ; (See page 63.) To which may be add 
the 6th and 16th V: ríes of the xxiid. Ch. of Re 
the 6th Verf. "tis faid, that the Lord God of the Holy 
Prophets fent his Angcl— And in the 16th, [ Jefus bave 
fent mine Angel. But it does not follow from hence, 
that the Lord God mentioned in the 6th Ver. 1 
Verf. 16. for, as it plainly appears from Ver. 1. 
Ch. i. of this Book, that God gave Jefus an Authority — 

1 to 
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5 Angel, it may, with equal Propriety, be 
that God, or Jefus, fent his Angel, becaafe 
ngel by a Commiffion from God. This 
| would, Гомп, overthrow the Interpretation 
he Holy Spirit being an Angel, if any Inftance 
riptare could be produced, where the Holy Spirit 
Commiffion from God to fend an Ange! in his 
for, in chat Cafe, the Holy Spirit might pro- 
faid to do what the Angel did in his Name : 
‘no Inftance of this kind is, I believe, to be 
Scripture, the Interpretation above given re- 
hly probable. ff the Spirit mentioned in the 
d Ch. of Revelation had been a Períon dif- 
m the Angel mentioned in the Beginning of 
St. John would, ia all Probability, have taken 
tice of him; for no good Reafon can be af- 
hy the Apollle fhould omit the Holy Spirit 
“remarkable Occafion, when he profeffes со 
ccount of all the Perfons concerned in chis 
but this, namely, that the Angel was the 
rit. God, Chrift, an Angel, and St. John, are 
ly Perfons particularly fet forth as the Authors 
Revelation, Ch. i. Verf. 1. From whence "tis 
very natural to conclude that no other Perfon or Being 
ad any Concern in it. But upon Suppofition that tbe 
irit in Ch. ii. iii, means a Perfon different from the 
Angel, we have another Perfon introduced as em- 
ployed in this Revelation, in exprefs Contradiction to 


the (olemn Determination of St. Joba in the Beginning 
his wonderful Book. 
ов the whole, as the Angels are exprefly called 
Rring Spirits, Heb. i. 14. The Holy Spirit 
1 to be the principal or chief of the Angelic 
Holt, who upon Account of his Eminence and being 
mployed in higher Offices than the гей, is diftimguifhed 
e Tide of the Holy Spirit, Holy Ghoft, the Spirit, 
e Comforter. In like Manner, we find one Principal 
amongft the evil Angels, called in Saripture by 
the Name of Satan, or the Adverfary, or the unclean 
Spirit, or the evil Spirit of God. 
: Prom 
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From the Obfervations made concerning 
Spirit being an Angel, or chief of the minif 
rits, a clear Anfwer may be given to thofe CI 
Writers who have maintained, that the Holy Sp 
no Perfon at all, but only a Power or Oper 
God. One Argument urged againft the P 
of the Holy Ghot is, that he is not menti 
fome remarkable Paflages of the New Tef 
where it is fcarce poffible to imagine he fhould 
been left out, if he be a real Perfon. For iait 
1 Tim. v. 21. I charge thee before God, and the 
Lord Jefus Chrift, and the Ele& Angels—— "Tis 
afked why the Holy Spirit is left out? The Anfwer 
plain, he is one of the Ele& Angels, upon which Ac- 
Count it was not neceflary to mention him partic 
But the той illuftrious Paffage in the whole S 
is, Heb. xii. 22, 23, 24. Ye are come unto 


and to God the Judge of all, and to the Spirits. 
Men made perfect, and to Jefus the Mediator ol 
New Covenant. In this glorious Defcription we 
all Períons reckoned up; God, Chrift, ae 


Anfwer is clear, He is опе of the Angels, and- 
quently he is included in this Defcription. 
Having made fuch Obfervations, as I think p 
concerning the one God and Father of all, Chrif, 
the Holy Spirit, diftinétly and feparately, according 
refpective Order, I fhall now fet before yo 
one View, all the Paffages of the New Teftam 
where the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft, were n 
tioned together, that you may compare them wi 
Declarations of the Athanasian Creed. 1 
Mattb. xii. 28, I сай out Devils by the Spirit of Go 
Matih. xxviii. 18, то. All Power is given unto me 
Heaven and in Barth. Go ye therefore, and teach 
Nations, baptizing them in (or into) che Name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghof. It has 
been 
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1 this Paffage, that the Father, Son, 
oft are equally entitled to the Godhead, 
re commanded to be initiated into the 
Son, and Holy Spirit, as well as the Fa- 
t our Savioar's own Words going before, en- 
roy this groundlefs Inference. All Power is 
to me in Heaven and in Earth; and confe- 
che Father is mentioned as the original Giver 
"Power, the Son as the Perfon to whom the 
was given, and the Holy Ghoft as the Perfon 
‘our Lord chiefly employs in the Exercife of 
lat Power, according to the Commiffion he has re- 
ceived from his God and Father. Let common Senfe 
nine your Judgment upon this famous Райзре, 
thought to be one of the ftrongeft Supports 
mafian Doctrine; and you ший be convinced 
Son, who has all Power given him by the 
а Perfon inferior to the Father, from whom 
t: and the Argument holds ЙЛ) ftronger 
to the Holy Ghoft, who is reprefented as 
employed by the Son in the exercife of the 
ven bin by the one God and Father of all. 
s, the Argument drawn from Baptifm to prove 
n and Holy Spirit of equal Dignity with God 
ther, is entirely without Foundation, as appears 
m other exprefs Inftances. St. Panl (peaks of the 
Кай tes as being baptized into Mo/es, becaufe they 


'themfelves Followers of that Religion which 
God taught them by Маи. The fame Аройе tells 
the Coriathians, that he adminittred the Office of Bap- 
tifm but very fparingly, 7/7 any /Pould fay be bad baptized 
ia bis own Name, 1 Cor. 1. 15. Could St. Pau! füppofe 
that the Corinthians, if they had charged him with 
baptizing in his own Name, intended to accufe him of 
feiting ш, up for Сой? 

- Neither is thé Son and Holy Spirit being joined in 
the Offce of Baptifm, any Argument that they are 
tothe Father. If it was fo, the Angels would be 
1 to Chrif? and God. St. Paul, in his folemn Charge 
у, expreffes himfelf thus, I charge thee, be- 
od, and the Lord 74/а: Chrif, and the elect An- 


gels. 
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els. 1 Tim у. 212. Wend God and the Creature 
онаа joined together as Obje: чү ‘the | ne . 
Exod. xiv. 31. The People feared the L 
шей the Lord and his Servant Mofes. And 1 Cb 
xxix. 20. All the Congregation Бїс ед the Los ES od 
of their Fathers, Ер Bones dom their Heads, ап 
«оог ірве the Lord and the King. “анал 
2 [2 The Holy Gho, uoc. ЖАК of the. Hà ей. 
{АП over-ffadow thee ; therefore---fhall be called the 
Son of God. à Ў SET М PER 9, 
© уоп xiv. 16, 17. And J will pray the Father, and 
vetat give you---the Spirit of Trath. Verfe te 
Holy Gboft, whom the Father will fend in my Name. | 
Fobnxv. 26. I will fend unto you from the Father: 
the Spirit of Truth... : T" T 
ABs ii. 33. (Fe/us) being by the Right Ha 
God exalted, and having received of the Fa 
Promife of the Haly Сё. mox 
Ай) v. 31, 32. Him (namely, Jefu) hath Go 
alted---and we are his Witneffes---and fo is. 


gá 


Roly Ghof, whom God hath given to them tha 
him. 


Aas vii. 55. He being full of the Holy (027: 
the Glory of God, and Jefus tanding on the 


Hand of God. adie 
Mx. 38. God anointed Jefus of Nazaretb уу 
Holy Ghoft. ер ч 


Rom. i. 1, 3,4. The Gofpel of Сод---солс 
Son Jefus Chrifi our Lord---declared to be th 
God with Power, according to the Spirit of 
by the Refurreétion from the Dead. 

Rom. v. 5,6. The Love of Ged is fhed г 
our Hearts by the Holy Gho/t, which isgivea unto. us 
for =-Cbrift died for the Ungodly 4 і нэ 

“Rom. viii. 9. The Spirit o Gad---0f Corife.-.Ri ^ 
1 $; 16, Becaufe of the Grace that is given me. 
That f ftronld be the Miniter of. Fe/us Chrijt. ta 
Gentiles, miniftring the Gofpel of God, that. th 
ing op of the Gentiles might be acceprable, b 
fanétified by the Holy Ghoft.  Veríes a8, 19. 
Things which Crié~-wrought-.thro’ mighty Signs. 
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by the Power of the Spirit of God. 
Brethren, for the Lerd Ft- 
and for the Love of the Spirit, that 
together with me in your Prayers to God for 
Cor. vi. 11. In the Name of the Lord Fe/us, 
the Spirit of our Ged. 1 Cor. xii. 3. No Man 
g by the Spirit of God, calleth Fe/us accurfed ; 
о Man can fay that 77//8/ is the Lord, but by the 
Ghoft. Verfes 4,5, 6. There are Diverfities of 
but the fame Spirit. And there are Differences 
rations, but the fame Lord. And there are 
| of Operations, but it is the fame God, which 
h all in all. 2 Cor. і. 21, 22. Now he which 
th us with you in Chrif, and hath anointed us, 
who hath alfo fealed us, and given the Earneft 
in our Hearts. 2 Cor. iii. 3. The Epiflle 
writtea---with the Spirit of che living God. 
14. The Grace of the Lord Jefus Chrift, and 
of Ged, and the Communion of the Holy Gba/t, 
rou all, Amen. Galat. іу. 6. God hath fent 
Spirit of his Sen into your Hearts. Epbe/ i. 17. 
od of our Lord 74/мн Chrift, the Father of 
Glory, may give unto you the Spirit of Wifdom and Re- 
ation AAA 18. For through bim (namely, Chrift) 
P h have an Ассей, by one Spirit, unto the Father, 
Ше 21, 22.-- inthe Lo, d. In whom youalfo arebuild- 
her, for an Habitation of God, through the Spirit. 
„ 4s 5» 6. There is---one Spirit---one Lord-.- 
od and Father of all, who is above all. 2 722/7: 
‘i, 13, 14- We are bound to give Thanks always to Ged 
ог you---becauíe God hath--.chofen you to Salvation 
through Sanétiĥcation of the Spirit, and Belief of the 
Trath ; whereunto he called you by our Gofpel, to 
obtaining of the Glory of our Lord Jefus Chrift. 
ms. i. 7, 8. Ged hath not given us the Spirit of 
but of Power and of Love, and of a found Mind ; 
iot thou therefore afhamed of the Teftimony of our 
! Tit. iii. 4, 5, б. The Kindnefs and Love of God 
ar Savicar---appeared.--he faved us by the---renew- 
ng of the Hely Ghe/t ; which he fhed on us abundantly, 
E through 
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through 7cfus Chrift our Saviour. Heb. it. 3, 4. Whic 
at ЭС A ‘began to be {poken by the Lord, and wa Ч 
confirmed to us by them that heard him; Gea 
bearing them Witnefs --- with divers iss. 
Gifts of the Holy Ghoft according to his own Will 
Heb. ix 14. How much more бай! the Blood с 
Єй, who through the T eternal Spirit offered him- 
felf without Spot to God,---purge your Confcience from 
dead Works, to ferve the living God. 1 Pet. i. 2. — 
according to the Foreknowledge of God the Father, 
thro’ San@tification of the Spirit unto Obedience, and 
Sprinkling of the Blood of Fefus Chrifi. л Per. їй. 18 

ог Chrift hath alfo once fuffered ‘for Sins,---that he 
might bring us to God, being---quickened by the Spirit, — 
1 Pet. iv. 14. If ye be reproached for the Name o 
Chrift, happy are уе; for the Spirit of Glory and 
God refleth upon you. 1 Jobn iv. 2, 3. Hereby know 
ye the Spirit of God : every Spirit that confeffeth | ha 
efus Chrift is come in the Flefh, is of God, and e 
Spirit that confeffech not thát Уш Chriff is come i 
the Fle(h, is not of God. Verles 13,14. Beca ife he 
hath given us of his Spirit: and we have {ееп aud 
do tellify that the Father fent the Son to be the Savi 
our of the Word. 1 Jobnv. 5,6. He that believeth 
that Жш з the Son of Ged: and it is the Spirit 
beareth Witnefs, becaufe the Spirit is Truth. 1 Fe 
v. 7,8 For there are three that bear record ( 
Heaven ; the Father, the Word, and the Holy Gholt 
and thefe three are one. And there are three that 
hear Witnefs in Earth) the Spirit, and the bed 
the Blood; and thefe three agree in one. And the, 
three are ene, vot one God, but one Thing in 2 
опё and the fame Teftimony, as the Words natural| 
.fignily. But with regard to this famous Text, ya 
have a Right to be informed that no Strefs ought t 
be laid upon it, in determining a Doétrine of Scripturi 
As you cannot be Judges of the critical Enquiries of t 
Learned relating to this Text, I will endeavour to fta 
the Cafe in (uch a Manner, that you may know how 


1 In fome Copies the Hely Spirit. : 


he A t of P. about three hundred Years ago, 
[Books were wrote Бу Hand, which are now called 
fc ite order to diftinguith them from Printed 
Books. There are fome of thefe Manufcripts remain- 
ing of almoft all the Books that are older than the In- 
топ of Printing. And particolarly there are more 
(cripts left of the New Teftament thao of any 
юэ whatfoever, becaule it was fo often 
the обе of Chriftians difperfed through fo 


"ruth of m ini. don Before the Invention of 


different Countries. Now it appears by the En- 
its of learned Men, that this Text has not been yet 
any one Greek Manufcriptolder than the Inven- 
Printing, which is a ftrong Argument that St. 
r wrote it. Again,berwcen three and four hun- 
after aur Saviour's Time, when this very 
Point, about which I have been appealing to your 
; а Senfe, was warmly debated on both Sides, this 
| Was never quoted, which is almoft impoflible to 
onceive thould have been neglected, if it had been in 
heir Bibles. It is as abfurd to fuppofe, that Men, who 
were fo very zealous to eftablifh the Athanafian Do- 
‚ fhouid take no Notice of fo famous a Text, if 
ad known it, as it would be for Papilts, when 
re endeavouring to prove the топйгооз Do- 
Tranfubftantiation (or the Change of the Bread 
ine in the Lord's Supper into the very Body 
"Blood of Chrifi) to forbear quoting that Declara- 
of oor Saviour, This is my Body. Add to this, 
t fome learned Meo of the prefent Age, although 
: "сан the Belicf of the //дала/ал Do&rioe, 
have fairly given it up, which they would never have 
done, if they bad not been obliged to fubmit to the 
Force of Evidence. Farther, itis worth obferving, that 
this Text was printed in a different Сһагабег in the 
firit Engly Bibles after the Reformation, in the Time 
Hesry V AIT, and Edward VI, to fhew that it was 
wanting in the original Greek. If the Context be ex- 
amined, the Senfe of the Apoftle is much better-with- 
out it, according to the following Reading of all the 
E2 


Greek 
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Greek Manufcripts. Verle с. Who is he th 
cometh the World, but he that believeth that 2 
the Son of God? This is he that came by Wat 
Blood (by Water at his Baptifm, when there: 
Voice from Heaven, faying, This is my belo 
and by Blood, that is, by his Death and Refurredtio 
and it is the Spirit (the Gifts of the Holy Ghofl) th 
beareth Witnefs; becaufe the Spirit is Truth. F 
there are three that bear Record; the Spirit, the W 
and the Blood; and thefe three agree in one (о 
fome ancient Writers read the Text, Thefe thre 
one, that is, one Teftimony, that Jefu: is the 
God.) Itis obfervable that the Word Ged occ 
this Chapter twenty times, in the greater Nur 
which it neceffarily fignifies the Perfon of the 
he being exprefly diftinguithed from the Perfon of 
Son; and therefore we ought reafonably to unde 
the Word in the fame Senfe in all the reft. | 
Jude Verles 20, 21. Praying in the Hely G 
keeping yourfelves in the Love of Ged, looking fi 
Mercy of our Lord Jefus Chrifi unto eternal Life. 
Rev. і. 9, 10. For the Word of God, aed for the 
Teftimony of Zeus Chrifi, I was in the Spirit, — 
I muft now recommend it to your ferious Cor 
tion, to compare this Collection of Texts w 
Declarations of the Athanafian Creed. Any {ей 
Chriftian would have imagined, that a Creed 
upon Chriftian People with fo much Weight 
thority, and preffed upon their Coníciences u 
Penalty of Damnation, muft: have been deliv 
Clearly in the facred Writings, muft have been fo s 
able to the Declarations of Chrift and his Apoftles, 8. 
common Chriftians might have readily perceived an. М; 
exact Agreement between the Word of God and th 
Aibarafan Creed. But perhaps it may appear very fur 
prifing to find fo wide Difference between the one and 
the other. m 
By a Review of the foregoing Texts, you ma 
ferve, that the three Perfons of the bleffed Ti 
when mentioned together, are fometimes ftyled The 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghofts or TE 
ther, 


4 


“my 
d the Spirit: Sometimes they are 
ther, Je/us Chrift, the Spirit х The 
the Spirit ; God, the Son of God, 
‘God, the Lord, the Spirit. 
it undeniably appears, beyond a 
tradition (the fame Perfon being 
| in fome Texts, who is called Father in 
‹ fame Nature, God and Father being 
ойу to denote the fsme Perfon) that God, 
g to the Language of the facred Penmen, 
t fig у the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft,. 
the Father only, exprefly diftinguithed from the 


the other Hand, the ArZanafan Creed roundly 
es that the Father is God, the Son is God, and 
oly Ghoft is God ; and yet they are not three 
at one God : fo that, according to the Doctriae 
re, the one God is the Father only ; but ac- 
the Doctrine of the /f/banzfan Creed, the 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft. You ший, 
, either give up the Declarations of Scrip- 
опе Athanafian Creed, they being, when fairly 
on on ale abfolutely inconfiftent with each 
dmi ing the Tru:h of the 4thanafian Do&trine, 
of this fim^us Creed has expreffed himfelf. 
ly and fully, more plainly and clearly, upon 
Pe an the Apollles themfelves, who were en- 
with u e miraculous Gift of the Holy Ghoft. They 
given us a clear and diftinét Account of one 
Godand Father of all, of one Lord or Chrift, and one 
1 pirit; but that thefe three Perfons are one God, 
‘it is neceffary to Salvation to believe this 
Doftrine, here the Аройез are entirely filent, and have 
| is in the dark. We тий learn this from the Arha- 
Creed, wrote by an obícure Author, who lived 
five hundred Years after their Times, when the 
began to be corrupted with the Worfhip of 
ks, and other groís Inventions. But is it 
Юй Ше for any ferious СЪгі Шао to imagine, that C^ri/ 
1 bis Apoftles (hould be entirely filent about an im- 
E 
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(78) 
portant Роёнае? Let common Senle determine y 
Judgment upon this Confideration only, and you mutt 
be convinced, that Cbri/t and his Apoltles, w 
mediate Office it was to inftru& Mankiad in the 
God, could not be fo much wanting in their Duty 
neglect an effential Part of their Commiffion. С 
kind Saviour of the World, who fuffered, fo тас! 
laid down his Life for us у could the Apoftles, whe 
fo much pains in the Work of the Miniftry, ha 
Regard for the Souls of Men, than thofe Perf 
have formerly maintained, oratthis time main 
Atbancfian Dorine as the той fundamental Poi 
Cbrift’s Religion? Can you really believe that 
who were я га} by God, had lefs Knowledge 
Муйегу than Men of later Ages, or that they want 
Words to exprefs their Thoughts to the beft Advamia 
Could the Author of this Creed deliver the Гоё! 
the Trinity more exa&ly than Céri/t.and his A 
Jf this had been a fundamental Doctrine of Chri 
it would have been plainly fet forth and freque 
culcated, the Writings of the Apollles being de 
for the Ufe and Ialtruction of the Ignorant ас 
learned, as well as the Wife and Learned. | Анд! 
Doétrine of three Perfons and one God is not del 
in any one Paffage of the New '"l'eftament, you n 
seafonably conclude, that it is not a Scripture Роб 
but the Invention of Men, who aimed. at b 
above what is written. TN 
And as the Athanofiun Робише is declared ine: 
to Salvation, and the Difbelievers of this ойн 
threatened with no lefr Punifhment than eternal Г 
nation, I think it expedient to give you a View of that 
Faith which is declared in Scripture to be neceffan 
to make a Man a Chriftian, that you may compare 
with the damnatory Claufes of the рапа ап Сї 
If you carefully read over the four Gofpels а 
Aas of the Apollles, you may be thoroughly бүрнед 
what was the Point chiefly infited upon by Chriftand 
his Apoftles, with regard to Belief... When. our 
afked his Difciples, what Notion Men entertained 0 
him, they (aid, Some fay thou art Jobn tbe Вер, f 


lias, 


ee 


(19) 
ee me of the Prophets. He 
to , But whem fay ye that I am? And 
ster anfwered and faid, Thou art Chrif, the 
living God : upon which Belief, namely, 
he Chri), or Son of the living God, 
d he would build his Church. Май, xvi. 
18. When many of his Difciples had deferred him, 
his faying that he was the Bread of Life which 
down from Heaven, he faid to the Apollles, 
ye allo go away? Then Simon Peter aniwered 
g, Lord, to whom fhall we go? Thou Һай 
sof eternal Life, And we believe, and are 
"thou art the Chrif, the Son of the living 


1. 69. 

It would be eodlef to go through all the Paffages 

> foi Gofpels, where it is plainly delivered to us, 
г Saviour worked his Miracles to convince his 
and Followers of this great Truth, that he 
iff, or Son of God. Chrif, or Son of God, 
s that fignify-the fame thing, аз you may 
: by comparing the Texts together. There 
ges in St. одн’ firt Epiltle, бо full to the 
Purpofe, that they not only eftablith chis Senfe 
all’ poffible Doubt, but likewife confirm the 
am now upon. Whofoever fhall confefs that 
the Son of God, God dwelleth in him, and he 
Chap. iv. 15. And again, Whotoever be. 
eth th p» is the Chrif, is born of God. Chap: 
, So th 

€ 


at every one who fincerely believes tliis 
Truth moft be a Chriftian, fo far as mere 
“concerned, `I fhall produce one remarkable 
ge from the fame St. әд», where he profefles ta 
» What was his Defign in writing his Gofpel, әт 
31. Many other Signs truly did ou in thé 
€ of his Difciples which are not written in this 
3 but thefe are written, that ye may believe that 
yas is the Сфуу/, che Son of God ; and that believing; 
1 ht have Life through his Name. Whereby itis 
at the Gofpel was writ оп Purpofe to induce | 
Mento believe that Fe/us of Naxareib was the Chrif, 
E 4 ‘and ; 


(T. шй 3 
and that this was the only Belief peur ч 


Life. 

. If you read the 4&1 of the Apoftles, 
that when the Apoftles preached to Jews 
lytes, the Point infifted upon was this, t 
the Chrif. Thus when Р р had conv the E 
nuch, to whom he had been dirccted by an extr 
dinaty Call of the Holy Spirit, and they came t 
sain Water ; upon the Euruch’s defiring to ba 
Philip faid, if thou believeft with all thine На [ 
тауй. And he anfwered and faid, I believe that 
Jui Chrifi is the Son of God. Ags viii. 37... — 
Inflead of quotiog any more Paffages from the 40 
of the Apoftles, I thall refer you, as I did upon 
former Occafion, to the Difcourfes of the Арой! 
were directed to the Jews; from which you п 
thoroughly fatisfied that the grand Article they lak 
ed to eltablifh was this, that Je/us, whom. the | 
had crucified, was the Crit. Let it be cbferve 
this was the only Article required, when they preach: 
ed оит who already believed one fupreme i 
fible God, the Maker of Heaven and Earth; it being 
needleís to inculcate to them, what they profeffed а 
being Jews: 
Bur the Cafe was different when they preat 
idolatrous Heathens ; then they. begao with 
to them one true God, that being the grand 
tion on which all Religion muft be built. You 

read an Account of St. Раш°з Manner of {pez 
the Gentiles, 425 xiv. 17. бо that it undeniab 
pears, that the Apofiles thought іс fufficient to г 
the Belief of one true God, and one Lord Jefus Ch. 
to entitle them to all the Bleffings of the Gofpel Сог 
venant. 1 will produce опе Paffage more relati 4 
this Point ; and that fhall be the unanfwerabl 
ration of St. Paul, Rom. x. 9. where he profe 
forth what Faith is neceffary to Salvation. 17 
the Word of Faith which we preach, that i | 
fhill confefs with thy Mouth, the Lord Jefu, and — 

fhalt believe in thine Heart, that God hath Жо him 
from the Dead, thou fhalt be faved. It is to be "uu 
at 
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hat the fending of "the Holy Ghoft as the Guide and 
j is implied in the Belief of 
ewife is the Belief of our Sa- 


d 
ады that are adapted to all Са- 


d. Every Períon of common Senfe may under. 
hat is meant by one fupreme God, the Maker 
leaven and Earth ; and every one can readily com. 
Ња? is meant, when he is told, that 7e/u: of 
axaretb, an extraordinary Perfon fent from God, 
= an excéllent Doctrine; worked Miracles in 
Confirmation of it ; and after a painful and fcandalous 
Death, God raifed hint from the Dead, and made 
him Lord and Cériff, who is likewife appointed by 
God at the End of the World to pafs Sentence on all: 
Mee, according to their Works. 
` I muft now beg you to compare this plain Account 
of the Scripture Faith with the damnatory Claufes of 
the Abanafian Creed. The facred Writers affure us,. 
that whofoever believeth 74/8) to be the Cérif, or- 
Son of God ; whofoever confeffeth with his Mouth 
the Lord Jefus, and fhall believe in his Heart that 
God hath raifed him from the Dead, fhill be faved. 
The ратара Creed fays, No; whofoever will be 
faved, before all Things it is neceffary that he hold the 
Catholick Faith, which Faith except every one keep 
le and andefiled, without doubt he fhall рег» 
everlalingly. Не that will be faved, muft thus think 
of the Trinity. "This is the Catholick Faith, which. 
pt a Man believe faithfully, he cannot be faved. 
what is the Catholick Faith that we are obliged 
to believe, under Pain of Damnation? Why, we 
тай believe, if this Creed has any Weight, that three 
sis one God, that three Lords is- опе Lord; and 
that our Saviour -— isa Веіор табе up of two Per- 
font; that he is perfect God and perfect Man, of а 
teafonable Soul and human Flefh fubüfting ; who, al- 
tho’ һе be God and Man, yetat the fame time he is 
ч Es not 
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not two, but one Chrif. Let. common, Senfe- dete 
mine your Judgment, and you тий be convinced tha 
this Creed is an Jofult-upoa the Reafon that God hath. 


imparted to us ; that it gives the Lie to the awful D 
clarations of Chrifi and his Apoflles ; eve Pn 
vades the fopreme Authority of Almighty. ] 
alone has a Right to prefcribe upon -what Terms | 
Creatures fhall be accepted. - Affert. your Rights | f 
Men aod Chriftians, and bravely reje& the vain and 
wicked Threatnings of an obfcure: Writer, who liv: 
feveral hundred Years after the Days of the Apoftles ; 
when the Church, according to the Prophefies of the - 
New Teflament, began to fall away from the Purity 
of the Chriftian Faith and Morals, into amaziog Cor- к 
ruptions both of Doctrine and Practice. ш mend 
Itremains that you bring imthe Verdict ас 
to Evidence, The Оос ол 10 be examined. and 
cuffed was this, Whether the one fupreme God 
Father only ; or whether the one fupreme. God 
Compofition of three Perfons, Father, Son, and 
Сһов ? t sÅ » 
As therefore I have proved by plain, dire&t, 
pofitive Evidence from the Word of God, that God i 
one, which indeed is the Voice of Reafon, «he Voice 
of Nature ; that this one God isto other Being ог Рег- 
fon than the Father of our Lord «s; Chrif pone fa- 
preme Lord and Governor ; and as I Баке abunda | 
proved that Fe/us Chrif is not the fupreme God, bat 
a Perfon inferior to him ; and that Tera с - 
a Perfoa inferior «o God and Chrif 5 and have given 
a dire Reply to the той important Objeétions, of 
learned Men upon this Head : and as I have prefent- 
ed to your View a Colle&ion of all the Paffages of « 
New 'Teftamenr, where the Father, Sor, and Ho 
Spirit are mentioned together, from whence you.may. 
clearly fee, that the fame Perfon who is filed Father 
in (ome Paffages, is in others of ihe fame Naturi 4 
ed God, exprefly diftinguifhed from the Son and] 
Spirit ; and“onfequently, if there be any Meani 
Language, that God doth not fignify Father, So 
Holy Ghoft, but the Father only; хэд alins s : 
3 ave 
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on, Ww no more than rhis, that 
Ї , or Son piss 3 I make no ‘doubt 
r detern ch б Queflion, according to 
de = aa 1 fore you; and that you 
pon tl А doubted Principle, never to 
ere is one, and one only fu- 
and independent Lord and 
rernor, igent ient Being. or Perfon of all pof- 
P Ч 100, x Pilon’ ‘other Beings derive 
йек Exiftence, and on whole good Will they conti- 
wally depend ; by whofe fupreme Authority the Son 
ent forth to bring Men back to his God 
the Holy Spirit employed ia the 
: ИИ of the Chatch of Chrif. 
› one fapreme and all-perfect Being, the God 
d Father of our Lord Fe/us Chrift, be s(cribed all’ 
ofible Honour and Glory, by Meu and Angels, for 
ever. 
Qu roceed to propofe to your Examination 
ies Queftion I at fict fet forth. in confequence 
t Ройс, ; namely, What is the true СвН ан. 
Worthip as determined Бу Chrif and his Apoltles ; 
rd we thould direét our Prayers to the one God 
er Ё, all, in the Name of the one Mediator, 
» for the heavenly Affittance of the Holy 
hon 3 nd admitting the Worfhip of Chrif, whether 
: nid invoke him 2s Mediator and Redeemer to 
slory of God the Father; or whether it is our 
Цэн cari to pray to the Father as God, to 
od, and to the Holy Ghot as God, and 
bi three Perfons as being one God, according 
5 iiei preferibed in our Litany. 
у perhaps feem needlefs to enter upon a nice 
Examination of this Queftion, it being plain, by the 
ice already produced, that, as there is but one 
reme Lord and God, fo there can be but one fapreme 
ra of religious Worthip: and аз I have already 
proyed that the Son and Holy “8рїйсэте Perfons inferior 
od, and a& in all Things according to apu: 
E 6 
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Will and Pleafure, it may be thought very natural to 
conclude, that whatever Honour or Worthip are ap- - 
pointed to be paid to Chrif and the Holy Spirit, тїшї - 
sedound ultimately to the Glory of the fupreme God 
and Father of all, from whom ай their Title to any re- 
ligious Regards тий be derived. Ч! 

But fince the Honour of the one eternal God a 
our religious Practice are deeply concerned in tl 
Queftion ; fince the facred Writers always fpeak of 
the Worfhip of God аз a Point of great Importance, | 
and threaten all Corrupters of it with the fevereft Pa- _ 
nifhment, I think ic my Duty to give you all е 
Satisfaction in this grand Affair; and therefore I ff 
lay before you a Collection of all the Paffages in 
New Teftament, relating to Chriftian Worthip, th 
you may fee with your own Eyes, and judge with ) 
own Underftandings, what is tbe true Chriftian 27 
of Worthip as determined by Chrif and his Apoftles 
from whence we may be enabled clearly to difcern, 
how far the Forms of Men, whether impofed upon 
you in the public Liturgy, or recommended to your 
Praétice in Books of Devotion, may be lawfully com- 
plied with оров Сг йаа Principles. v 


Matt. іу. 10. It is written ( Deut. vi. 13. x. 
"Thou fhalt worfhip sbe Lord thy God, and bim 
fhale thou ferve. ^ 
Май. v. 16. And glorify your Father which is in 
Heaven. Май. vi. 6. Pray to thy Father in fecret. 
Vere 9. Our Father whieh art in Heaven. Matte 
vii. 11. Shall your Father which is in Heaven give 
good Things to them that ak him, t- 
1 refer you to Page 20, for an Account of th 
Paffages where our Saviour is reprefented as pra 
to his God and Father, and fo it is needlefs to repeat 
them here. ч 
Ман. xviii. 19, 20. If two of you fhall agree on 
Earth, as touching any thing that they Фа afk, it 
thall be done for them of my Father which is in Hea- 
ven. 


485). 
wo or three are gathered together 


5 am I in the Midit of them. 
NIE How much more fhall your heavenly 
Л Father g the Holy Spirit to them that afk him. 
P Jobn iv. 23. But the Hour cometh, and now is, 


ta the true Worlhippers fhall woreip the Father in 
2 д : for the Father feeketh fach to 


Joba xi. 28. Father, glorify thy Name: then came 
re а Voice from Heaven, faying, J have both glo- 
f, and will glorify it again. 
| xiv. 13, 14. And whatfoever ye fliall afk 
me, that will I do, that the Father may be 
din the Son, If yeíballafk any thing in my 
, I will do it. 
я хү. 8. Herein is my Father glorified, that ye 
uch Fruit; fo all ye be my Difciples. 

(6. Whatfoever ye fhallafk of the Father in 
my Ман, he may give it you. 

Jeba xvi. 23, 24. In that Day уе fhall afk me no- 
thing, Whatfoever ус thall afk the Father in 
imt, he will give it you. Hitherto have ye atked 
gin my Name; afk, and уе fhall recelve; that 


ere | 
ui 


42; iv. 24. 30. They lift up their Voice to God, 
(pem thou art God ——— grant. that Wonders 
done by the Name of thy holy Child еу. 
om. i. 9. I thank my God, through efus Chrijt. 

God whom I ferve in the Gofpel of 


' Rom. үй. 25. 1 thank God, through Jefus Chri? 
Ses 
т ‚ xv. 6. That ye may, with one Mind and опе 
Mouth, glorify God, even the Father (or the God 
and Father) of our Tcu: Chrift. 

Vetfe 7. As Chrifi alfo received us, to tbe Gory of 


God, 
Verfe 
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АХ 
for the Grace of God, which is given A ! 
Chrift. NT 

Chap. xv. 57. Thanks be to God, which giveth. 
the Victory, 22) our Lord Jefu Chrif. 
2 Cor. і. з Bleffed be God, even the Father of a 

Lord Jefus Chrif. ‹ вм 

Veríe 20; For all the Promifes of God in hi 

Chrifi) are yea—unto the Glory of God by us. 

2 Cor. ii; 14. Thanks be unto God, which 
caufeth us to triumph in: Chrift. 4.23 

Chap, ix. Verfe 13,——— They glor 05 f 
profeffed Subjećtion unto the Gofpel of Chrif. 

Epbef. ic зг Bleffed be the God and F 

Lord Fe/us Chrif, who hath bleffed us with all 

qual Bleffings in heavenly Places in Chrifs — si 
Epbef. i. 6, & To the Praife of the Glory of 
„(ће Father's) Grace, wherein he hath m RA 
cepted in the Beloved (namely in Chrif) in wh 
have Redemption through his Blood. "or 
Veríe 12, That we fhould be to zbe Prai/e (nat 
the Father's Glory) who Ё trofted in Chrif. 
Verles 16, 17.— ceafe not to give Thanks fo 
making mention of you in my Prejerz ; that 

of our Lard efus Chrift, the Father of Glory, n 

upto you the Spirit of Wifdom: 4 
Epb. ii. 16, 18. And that he (namely Chri 
might reconcile both unto God—through bim we E 
have an Acceís by one Spirit unto the Father, _ 
Ері. їй. 14, 16. J bow my Knees unto the Fe 
our Lord Jefus Chrifi—that he would grant yo 
Veríe 21. Unto bim be Glory in the Chare 

Chrifi. Jefu, throughout all Ages, World with 

End, Amen, ` À; 


(87) 
pb. у.» 30« Singing in your Heart to the Lordi 
[hanks always for all Things unto God and (£e 
inthe Name of cur Lard Fofas С. 
ki pe 9. Lthank my Ged, upon every Re- 
ce of you. Always in every Prayerof mine 
1, making Requeft with Joy. Being conh- 
very thing, that he which hath begun a 
k in you, will perform it until the. Day of 
M. УЛУ coole sont 
11. Filled with the Fruits of Righteoufne(s, 
re by Cérij? Jefu; unto the Glory and Praife 


ii. 11. And that every Tongue Mould confefs 
дийн Lord, to the Glory of God the Father. 
ippa iii. 3. Which worfhip God in the Spirit, 
te in Chrift Jefus. i 
7. In, every: Thing. Бу Prayer and Sup- 
h Thank(giving, let your Requeíts be 
unto God. And the Peace of God —— 
our Hearts and. Minds through Chrift Jefus: 
o. Now unto God and our Father be Glory, 
and ever. 
lg- i. 3. We give Thanks to God and the Fa- 
the ёл and Father) of our Lord Fe/us Chrift, 
ways for you. | , 
i. 12. Giving Thank: unto the Father, 1 
iti, 16, 17. In Pfalms, and Hymns, and 
ongs, finging with Grace in your Hearts to 
_ And whatíoever ye do in Word or Deed, 
n the Name of the Lord Jefas, giving Thanks 
nd the Father by him. 
Ч на 2, 3. Continue in Prayer — with Thank/- 
| Pxing— praying alío for us, that Ged would open un-, 
‘Was a Door of Utterance, to fpeak the Муйегу of 


Mi. a2. Grace—— from God ойг Father, 
Lord Fefus Chrif, we give Thanks to God 


M iii. 9, 10, 14. What Thanks can we ren- 
der to Сой again for you, for all the Joy wherewith 
јоу. ог your fakes before our God. Night and 
» praying excecdiogly, that we might {сс your 


Face. 
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Face. Now Сод himfelf and our Father, and our 
Lord efus Chrift, dire& our Way шид you. ©) 

2 Thef. і. 2, 3. ——from God our Father, and 
from the Lord 9и Cérift, we'are bound to thank God 
always. 

Vertes, 11, 12. We pray always for you, that our 
бод would count you worthy—T'hat the Name of our 
Lord Jefus Chrif may be glorified in you, and yt in 
him, according to the Grace of our God, and (of) tb, 
Lord Jefus Chrif. ! 4 

2 Thef. ii. 13. We are bound ‘to give Thank; al 
Ways to God for you, Brethren beloved of the Lord ; 
becaufe God hath chofen you. | 

1 Tim. i. 17. Now unto the King eternal, immortal, 
invifible, the only wife God, be Honour and Glory, for 
ever and ever. Amen. vni 


т Tim, vi. 14, 16, 16. The appearing of our Lord 
Jefus Chrif; which be (namely, God the Father) 


fhal! thew: who is the bleffed ава only Potentate, . 


the King of Kings, and Lord of Lords; who only 
hath Immortality, dwelling in the Li ht, which no- 
Man can approach unto, whom по an hath еер, 
or can fee, to whom be Honour ond Power everlafting 2, 
2 Tim. 3. 2, 3: Peace from Ged - the Father, ‘and 
from Chrif Fefus our Lord. 1 thank God whom I ferve 
from my Fore-fathers with a pure Confcience, that 
without ceafing—in my Prayers Night aad Day. е 
Philem. 4, 5. I thank my God, making mention of 
thee always in my Prayers: hearing‘of thy Love and 
Faith, which thou Һай towards the Lord Уу,» 
Hob. іу. 14, 16. Seeing then that we have a Erie 
High Pricf, that is райе into. the Héavéns) “Уул toe 
Sors 


~ кес. — 
y ү ла eee о 
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Sm of Ged. —Let us therefore come boldly unto she 
" Grace that we may obtain Mercy. 

Heb. vii. 25. Wherefore he is able alío to fave 
them to the шиегтой that come unto God by him, 
feeing he ever liveth to make Interceffion for them. 

Heo. x. 21, 22. Having an High Prieft over the 
Hoofe of God ; let us draw near with a true Heart, in 
full Affurance of Faith. Chap. xiii. 15. By him, 
therefore, let us offer the Sacrifice of Praife to God 
continually. 

4 Pet. i. 3. Bleffed be the God and Father of our 
Lord Jefus Chrift. 

Verfes 17, 18, tg. Aad if ye call on the Father--- 
Forafmuch as ye were--- redeemed---with the precious 
Blood of Chrift. { 

Verfe 21. Who ду bim, (namely, Céri/t) do be- 
lieve in Ged, that raifed him up from the Dead, and 
gave him Glory ; that your Faith and Hope mizht be in 


1 Pet. ii. 5» To offer up fpiritual Sacrifices, accep- 
table to God through Jefus Chrift. s 

1 Pet. iii. 18. For Chrift allo hath once fuffered for 
Sins, that he might bring us to God. 

Chap. iv. 11. That God in all Things may be 
glorified through Fefus Chrif. 

Chap. v. 10,11. The Go/ of Grace who hath са! 
ed us unto his eternal Glory by С? Fc/uss-- 
ftrengthen, {еше you ; to bim be Glory and Dominion 
Sor ever and ever. 
1 Jobn ii. 21, 22, 23. Then we have Confidence 
rds God ; and whatfoever we atk, we receive of 
him, becauíe we keep his Commandments; and this 
E ira opp that we fhould believe on the 
ame of bis Son Jefus Chrift. 

т Jobn v. 14. And this is the Confidence that we 
have in him; that if we а/2 any Thing according to 
his Will, he beareth us. 

I 20. Praying in the Holy Ghoft. 
еге 25, To the only wife God our Saviour, be 
Glory and Мәјейу, Dominion, and Power, both now 


and ever, Amen, 
- Rev. 
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Rev. iv. 8. Holy, holy, holy Lord God, which 
was, and is, and is to соте, 

Verfe 9, то, тї. And when thofe Beafts give 
Glory, and Honcur, and Thanks to him who fat on the 
Throne, who liveth for ever and ever ; the four and 
twenty Elders fal! doaùn before bim that fat от the 
Throne, and worfbip Біт that liveth for ever and ever, 
and сай their Crowns before the Fhrone, fayiog, 
Theu art worthy, О Lord, to receive Glory, ond Henour, 
and Power ; for thou haft created all Things, and for 
thy Pleafure they are and were created. 

Rev. v. 14. And the four and twenty Elders fell 
down, and worfbipped him that liveth for ever алй 
ever. { 

Chap. vii. 11, 12. Fell before the Throne on their 
Faces, and ay ч God, faying, Amen, Blefing, 
and Glory, ава Wifdom, and Thank/giving, and Honour, 
and Power, and Might, be unto cur God, for ever and 
ever, Amen. Р | 

Chap. xi. 16, 17. ---- fell upon their Faces, and 
auorfeipped God, faying, Wa give thee Tharki, O Lord 
Ged Almighty, which art, and waft, and art to соте,‘ 

Chap. xiv. 6, 7. The everlafting Gofpel, --- faying 
with aloud Voice, Fear God, and give Glory to 
him, and worfhip bim that made Heaven and Bart, 
and the Sea, and the Fountains of Water. 4 

Chap. ху. 3, 4. And they fing the Song of 
the Servant of God, and the Song of the Lamb, fa 
ing. Great and marvellous are thy Works, Lord 
Almighty ; juft and true are chy Ways, thou Kin 
Saints. Who fhall not fear thee, O Lord, ard pei 
thy Name? for thou only art holy; for all Nations 
come and worfbip before thee. ——— 

Chap. xix. т. Salvation, and G/ery, and Honour, 
and Power unto the Lord our God. ` , 

Verles 4, $, 5. ---- fell down and aworfbipped God 
that fat on the Throne ---- Praife our God, all ye his 
Servants, and ye that fear him, both (тай and great 
----Allelujah ! for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth. 
Let us be glad and rejoice, and give Honoar to Мт; 
for the Marriage of the Lamb is come. j ie 

e 
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-Ver › God: for the Teftimony of 
728: the Sp oe ухсан (or, the Spirit of Pro- 
/ ds th Vae of Jefas.) 
xi The Throne. of God, and of the 
Belai it, and his Servants fhall ferve him. 


hall wor ip bi 


Verfe 9. See “ae do it nots---avor/bip God. 


" Haviog thus given you a View of all the Paffages 
relating to the fupreme Honour and Worthip of the 
ore God and Father of all; it is farther to be confi- 


inm expiefly revealed concerning 
the aah Spirit, with. regard to this im- 
СЯ 

at. xxviii. 19. Baptizing them in the Name—of 
шан See before, p. 70. 


xxiv. 51, 52. He was----carried up into Hea- 


ven 5^ and they worfbipped bim. 
ui 2 эн 23. For the Father judgeth no Man, 
аа itted all Judgment unto tbe Son. That 


P- ч» the Son, even as they bonour the 
А t honoureth: not. the Son, honoureth 


br wbich fant Ыт. 
җы, Thou, Lord, which knoweft the Hearts 
oe thew whether of thefe two thou haft cho- 
tis to be obferved, that it is doubtful whether 
s are. direéted to Chrift, or to God the Fa- 

e below, р es 

i win “Who oever fhall call on the Name 
Lg ай be faved.. "To call on the Name 
ift being a Pbraíe ufed io Variety of Senfes, 
по: be improper to (ес down the feveral Paf- 
re they occur, that they may be compared 


^ ЖҮ ix. 14, 21. To bind. allz£at call on thy Name 
- гоуед them, which called ол this Name in Je- 


ym 17- Allthe Gentiles, upon whom my Nome 
is ca 


As xxii. t6: Be baptized, and. wath away thy 
эм calling on the Name of the Lard. 
c Rem. 
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Rem. х. 10, 11, 12,13,14. Whofoever’ believerh 
6n him fhall not be afhamed ..... For the fame Lord 


ed. How then thal! they call on bim, on whom they 


Rom. xv. 26. Not where Chrif avas samed. 
1 Cer. i. 2. Called to be Saints, with afl that in eve. 
ry Place cal? upon the Nare of Ju Chrif our Lord, 
2 Tim. ii. 19. Let every one that naneth the Name of 
Chrif, depart from Iniquity. 
2 Tim. ii. 22. Follow Righteoufnefs with them that 
сай on thé Lord out of a' pure Heart, м 
Jam. іі. 7. That worthy Name, by the which ye 
are called. ч 
AAs хіх. 13. То сай over them which had evil 
Spirits, rhe Name of the Lord F efus. 
Aas їй. 6. 1: the Name of Jefu: Chrif of Naxa- 
reth, rife up and walk. х 
Heb. xii. 15. By him ~+- let sus offer the Sacri. 
fice of Praife to God ..... giving Thanks to his Name 
(or, in his Name, or making public Profefion-of our 
Faith in his Name.) - ов 
442) үй. со. Calling upon (invoking; "the Word 
God is not in ‘the Greek) and faying, Lord Jefus ree 
Ceive my Spirit, - 
Rom. і. 7. Grace to you, and Peace from .... the 
Lord Иш Chrif. : эр 
Rom. ix. 1. 1 fay the Truth in Chrig, 1 lie not, 
Chap. xvi, го, The Grace of our Lora Tifus Chri 
be with you, Amen. r 
Ver. 24. The Grace of our Lord Fifas be with you 
all, Amen. г a ud 
1 Cor. і. 3. Grace be unto ou, and Pear, rom 
tbe Lord Jefus Chrif. ^ 
Chap. x. 9: Neither let us tempt Chrif, as fome of 
them alfo tempted. Te S 
1 Cor. xvi. 23, The Grace of our Lord Jefus Chri 
be with you. "4 
2 Cor. i. 2. Grate be to you, and Раа--Брсэцсү 
the Lord Telus Chrif. 


2 Cor. 
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Соп xii, 8. For this Thing I be/ought ske. Lord 
thrice, that it might depart from me. Ít is doubtful 
"whether this be meant of Chrift, or God the Father; 
at, from the following Verfes, it feems rather to be 
i underftood in this Place of Chrift. 
2 Cer. кїй. 14. The Grace of the Lord Jefus Chri 
i be with you all, Amen. 
Galat. i. 3. Grace be to you, and Peace from —— 
exr Lord Jefus Chrif. 
Chapter vi. 18. The Grace of our Lord Jefus Chrif 
b: with your Spirit, Amen. 
\ Eph. 1. 2. Grace be to you, and Peace from the 
Lard Jefas Chrif, 
. Vi. 23. Peace be to the Brethren, and Love 
with Faith from the Lord Jefus Chrift. 
. i. 2. Grace be unto you, and Peace from 
ete Lard Jefu Chrif. 
| ap. ї. то, 11. That at the Name of Jefus every 
Knee fhould bow, of Things in Heaven, and Things 
in Earth, and Things under the Earth. And that 
1 ay Tongue fhould confes, that 7:/ 5 Chrif is Lord, 
the Glory of God the Father. 
! ! = Мене 19. I. цай in the Lord Jefus, to fend Timo- 
then $. ? + 


- Verfe 24. I (той in the Lord, that Тао myfelf. 
Chap. iv. 23. The Grace of our Lord tà Chrift be 
with you all, Amen. 
— C». i. 2. Grace be unto you, end Peace from — 
е Lord Jefus Chrif. 
ар. ii- 18, 19.———-wer/bipping of Angels —— 
and not holding że Head, from which afl the Body. 
Ч 21. 1. Grace be unto you, and Peace from 
---- the Lord Jefus Chrifi. 
Chap. iii. 11. Our Lord Jefus Chrifi dire&t оог Way 
anto you. 
.. Меге 12. And/be Lord make уда to increaíe and 
| abound in Love. 
- Chap. v. 37: I adjure you by the Lord. [t is 
doubtful whether this be meant of Chrif or God the 
Father. 
1 4»: 
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т 27. ч. 28. The Grace of our Lord Jui Chrif 
be with you, Amen. 5 

2 Thef. i. 2. Grace unto you, and Peace from 
- the Lord Jefus Chrift. | 

Chap. ii. 16, 17. Our Lord Jefus Chrif ---- com- 
fort your Hearts, and ftablifh you in every Word 
and Work. be pot 

Chap. iii. 5. The Lord direct your Hearts into the 
Love of God, and into the patient waiting for 
Chriff. 

Verfe 18. The Grace of our Lord Jefus Chrifi be 
with you all, Amen. р 
_ Y Tim. i. 2. Grace, Mercy, and Peace fram ---- Fefus 
Chrif our Lord, : 3 

Меге 12. And I thank Chrif Jefu: ovr Lord, who 
hath enabled me. 

1 Тіт. ii. 7. D (реак the Truth in Chrif, and lie 
not. aK e 

2 Tim. i. 2. Grace, Mercy, and Peace from ----- 
Jefus Chrift our Lord. 

2 Tim. iv. 17, 18. The Lord tood with me, and 
flrengthened me ----- and sbe Lord fhall deliver 
ine from every evil Work, and will preferve me unto” 
his heavenly Kingdom ` to whom be Glory for ever 
andever. It is fomething doubtful, whether this be 
meant of Chrif, or God the Father. 

Chap. iv. 22. The Lord Jefus, Chrift be with thy 
Spirit. 1 : 

Tit. i. 4. Grace, Mercy, and Peace from ----the 
Lord Jefus Chrift. 

Philem. 3. Grace to you, and Peace from --- the Lord 
Jefus Chrift. 

Verfe 25. The Grace of our Lord Fefus Chrift be 
with your Spirit, Amen. 

Heb. i. 6. When he bringeth in the Firft-begotten 
into the World, he faich; and /et all the Angels of God 
тю Мр bim. > 

1 Pet. її. 3, 4. The Lord is gracious : to whom com- 
ing as unto a living Stone————chofen of God, and 
precious, : 


2 Pet, 
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2 Per. fii. 19: Та the ‘Knowledge of oxr Lord and 
Мет Jefus Chrift ; to whom be Glory both now 
and for ever. — n" 

2 Jobn 3. Grace be with you, and Peace — from 
jou Chrift the Son of the Father. 

Rev. i. 4, 5. Grace be unto you, and Peace — 
from Уи Chrift, who is the faithful Witnefs, 

Verles 5, 6. Оно bim. that loved us, and wafhed 
us from our Sins in his own Blood; and hath made us 
Ki Priefts unto God and his Father (or unto his 
God and Fatber) 10 whom be Glory and Dominion for 
ever and ever. | 

Chap. v. 8, 9, 10. ----- fell down before the 
Lamb, having every опе of them Harps and golden 
Vials full of Odours, which are the Prayers of Saints. 
And they fung anew Song, faying, Thou art worth 
---for thou waft fain, and bafi redeemed us to God r^ 
thy Blood ---- and bafi made us unto our God Kings and 
Риз; and we бла! reign on the Earth. 

Rev. v. 42, 13. Saying with a loud Voice, worthy 
is the Lamb that was flain, to receive Power, and 
Biches, and Wifdom, and Strength, and Honour, and 
Glory, and Biefling. Andevery Creature which is ia 
Heaven, and on the Earth, and under the Earth, and 
fuch as are in the Sea, and all that are in them, heard 
I faying, Bleffing, and Honour, and Glory, and Power 
be onto him that fitteth upon the Throne, and unto 
the Lamb, for ever and ever. 

Rew. vii. 10. Salvation to our God which fitteth 
upon the Throne, and unto the Lamb. 

Chap. xxii. 20. Even fo, come, Lord Jefus. 

Werle 21. The Grace of our Lord Jejus Chrif 
be with you all, Amen. 


Of the Honour due to the Holy Ghoft. 


Matt. xxviii. 19. Baptizing them in the Name of the 
Holy Сой. See p. 71. 
A3 v. 9. Нож із it, that ye bave agreed together 
to tempt the Spirit of the Lord. 
AAs vii. 51. Ye до always refit the Holy Ghoft. 
` Rom. ix. 3. My Confcience alfo bearing me witnefs 
in the Holy Ghof, Ch. 


(.96 ) 

Ch. xv. 30. I befeech, you Brethren, for the Love of 
the Spirit. . à 

2 Cor. xiii. 14. The Communion of the Holy СЫЛ be 
with you all, Amen. | 

Ephef. iv. зо. And grieve wot tbe Holy Spirit of God. 

1 Тее. 19. Quench not the Spirit. 

Heb.x.29.And bath doneDe/pite unto the Spirit of Grace, 

Jude зо. Praying in the Holy СВ. 

_ My dear Chriftian Readers, I той earneflly recom- 
mend to your ferious Confideration this Collection of 
Paffages relating to religious Worfhip, it being of very 
great Importance that all Chriftians fhould pra&ife, 
with regard to this grand Point, according to the 
Rules of Chrif? and his Apoftles, and not venture be- 
yond what is plainly determined by them, leít they fall 
into fome faulty Will-worfhip, or even into Idolatry it- 
felf, And, in order to affift your Thoughts upon this 
Colle&ion of Paffages,I will irft make fuch Obfervations 
as I think naturally follow from them ; and then I will 
confider the celebrated Argument of learned Men, 
drawn from this Article of Worfhip, with а diftin&t Re- 
ply to it, formed upon thefe Texts of Scripture; and 
fhall refer the whole to your Judgment. 

If you carefully attend to the Paffages produced соп- 
cerning the Honour and Worfhip due to the one God 
and Father cf all, you will find that all Prayers and 
Praifes ought either to be directed to bim, or to his 
Glory, as being the original Author of all Good, and 
the fupreme Lord and Governor of all Creatures. 
Our Lord's Example and exprefs Commands, the Di- 
rections and Practice of the Apoflles relating to this 
Point of Woríhip, plainly and powerfully declare thit 
God the Father is the molt proper, conftant, and only 
fupreme Object of our Addreffes in religious Мо: р. 

Again, from a careful Review of the fame Texts, 
you may obferve tbe peculiar Difference between the 
Worfüip of the Old and New Teitament, The Jews 
were expr.fly commanded, upon Pain of God's Dif- 
mei to worfhip one fupreme God, and him only. 

n the New Teflament, which may be confidered as а 
Covenant between God and ай Mankind, Chriftians 
are 
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аге commanded to worfhip the fame one fupteme God, 
; to whom the peculiar Title of Father is often given, in 
the Name and through the Mediation of Fe/us Chrift. 
| See the fame Texts. This is (о extremely evident to 
Chriftians of all Denominations, that no poffible Doubt 
can be made of this Worhiip. Even the Idolatrous 
Papifts, amidft all their Corruptions and Inventions, ftill 
retain the Worthip of God the Father in the Name of 
Chrift : and I need not tell: you, that our Common 
Prayer Book generally runs in this Strain, There never 
was a Chriftian Congregation that did not allow this 
Gofpel Worfhip. So that you may fecurely fix upon 
this religious Practice as a fundamental Rule, never to 
be departed from ; that it isthe Duty of all Chriftians 
to worfhip the one God and Father of all, in the Name 
of Jefus Chrift. 
` But farther, you may obferve, by carefully attending 
to the Texts of the New Teftament, concerning the 
Honour and Worfhip due to Chrift, that inferior reli- 
ious Worfhip was paid to Chrift by the firft Chriftians. — 
There are (оте few Inftances of Addreffes made directly _ 
to him: particularly 42; і. 24. Thou, Lord, who 
Каокей the Hearts of all Men, thew whether of thefe 
two thou haft chofen : If this fhort Prayer be directed, 
to Chri/?, of which we are not abfolutely certain, there 
being nothing peculiar in the Words or Context, to 
determine politively, whether Chrift ог God the Father 
be meant. Indeed, God the Father is often de- 
| feribed by the Character of knowing the Hearts of 


pp 


all Men; whjch makes it probable that God the Fa- 
ther is meant in this particular Paflage. Again, it 
feems likely, that this religious Affembly fhould offer 
up this Prayer to the fupreme Father, 10 Conformity 
to our Saviour's expreís Command and Example, and 
their own Practice in Christ's Life-time. But, on the 
other Side, it may be faid, that Chrif? has likewife (һе. 
Charaéter of fearching the Reins and’ Hearts, which is 
confiftent with the Acknowledgment of God alone 
knowing the Hearts of all Men, if the exprefs Words 
of our Saviour after this Declaraticn be confidered, 
Even as I received my Father. Revel. ii, 23—27. See 

Ё abeve 
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above, р 46. Again, the Subject of this Petition feemt 
to make it not unlikely that the Apollles fhould offer 
it up to our Saviour, as іс was his Office to appoint 
an Apoitle to fucceed Fudas. If this fhort Prayer was 
directed to Chrift, it is an Example of Worfhip paid to 
him, with regard to an Office in which he was .parti- 
cularly concerned. 

St. Stepben, the firit Martyr, is reprefented as invok- 
ing Chrifi at the Article of Death. 242: vii. go. And 
they floned Stephen, invoking and faying (for fo the 
Words ought to be rendered according to the Greek) 
Lord Jefus receive my Spirit. St. Stephen, as it appears 
by the foregoing Verfes, had that extraordinary Favour 
fhewo him, that he faw the Heavens opened, and Fe/us ` 
flanding atthe Right Hand of God, upon which he 
invoked him in this fhore Petition. Here we have an 
undoubted Inftance of Worfhip paid dire&ly to Chrif : 
Бос from the Circumftances attending it, it plainly ap- 
pears that he was worfhipped, not as God fupreme, 
but as Mediator ог Interceffor, he being reprefented 
upon that particular Occafion as Son of Мал, flanding 
at the Right Hand of God. f 

1, Tim. 1. 12. And I thank Chrif Jefus даг Lord, 
who hath enabled me, for that he counted me faithful, 

utting mc into the Miniflry. Some learned Perfons 
јаке: оар it doubtful, whether the true Reading, 
according to fome old Manufcripts, be not, 1 mon. „4 
him who hath enabled me in Chrift Jefus our Lord, 
which is indeed more agreeable to St. Pauls manner 
in other Paflages ; but admitting the Truth of the pre- 
fent Reading, it is an Inilance of St. Paul's making 
an Acknowledgment to Chrif for the Office of an 
Apoftle, which he received immediately from him, as 
Appears by the Accounts delivered of his\Converfion 
io the #2; of the Apoflles, and by feveral Paffages in: 
his Epiflles. 

Rev. xxii. 20. Even fo, come, Lord Fefas. Our Sa- 
viour, in the Words jut going before, had declared. 
his Intention of coming quickly. He which teflifieth 
thefe Things, faith, furely 1 come quickly, Amen. 
Upon which Sr. Тоди invokes him in this fhort Petition, ї 
Ewen fo, соте Lord Jejus. 

Rev. 


VF 
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Rev. v. 8,0, 10, 11, 12. The four Веайз and foue 
and twenty Elders fell down before the Lamb, having 
every one of them Harps and golden Vials full of Odours, 
which are the Prayers of the Saints; and they fung a 
new Song, faying, Thou art worthy to take the Book 
and to open the Seals thereof ; for thew waf /ат, and 
haft redeemed us to Ged by thy Blood ——and Һай made 
us anto ovr God Kings and Prieits—And I beheld, and 
I heard the Voice of many Angels round about the. 
Throne, and the Веай and the Elders, and the Num- 
ber of them was ten thoufand times ten thoufand, and 
thoufands of thoufands; faying with a loud Voice, 
Worthy is the Lamb that was flain to receive Power, 
and Riches, and Wifdom, and Strength, and Нолохг, 
Glory and Bleffing. 

In. the latter Part of the foregeing Chap. the Wor- 
fhip of the Lord God Almighty is reprefented in a very 
folemn and majeftic manner; and in this Chapter we 
have au Account of a new Worfhip eftablifhed by the 
exprefs Authority of Almighty God ; and the Reafon 
is particularly fet forth upon which it is founded : I muft 
beg you to attend carefully to this Account, and you 
may obferve that our Saviour is defcribed under the 
Charaéter of a Lamb; and that the Ground of the 
Worfhip here paid to the Lamb, is not his being equal 
to God, not his being one God with the Father, not. 
becau(e he was employed by God ав an inferior Inftru- 

the Creation of the World ; the Lamb, I fay, 

is not worfhipped: upon. any of thefe Reaícn , but ex- 
prefly becauíe be was fain, and redeemed us to God by 
i Blood. Here it is declared, that the Worthip paid to 
brit is an inferior Worfhip ; бог (urely а Worfhip 
exprefly founded upon having redeemed ш to God by 
bis Blsod, and being fluin, cannot poflibly be of fo high 
a Маге as the Worfhip offered up to the fupreme Lord 
‘of all rational Beings, by whofe Authority the Son him- 
felf was fent to take our Nature upon him ; in Obe- 
dience to whofe Commands he underwent the Miferies 
of this mostal Life ; was at lat put to a. painful and 
ícandalous Death; and by whofe Favour he was ex- 
alted. to fo great Dignity and Honour, as to receive 
Homage from the dino in Heaven and in Earth, up- 
Fa ов 
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on Account of his extraordinary Merits. The Wor- 
fhip, therefore,» paid to Cori, is, properly: fpeaking; 
part of the Worfhip of the one fupreme God and Fa- 
ther of all, entirely derived from his Commands, and 
redounding to his ultimate Glory. 

+ [t is obfervable, that after. the Acknowledgments 
to the Lamb are fet forth, the four and twenty Elders 
are reprefented, Verfe 14. as falling down and avor- 
Sipping bim that liveth for ever aud ever 5. that is,-the 
fopreme God and Father of all, who, in е, forego- 
ing Chapter, is twice defcribed by this very Character 
of living for ever and ever. 

There are Paffages which imply dire& calling upon 
his Name as Mediator and Redeemer. ОҒ this kind 
are Aas xxii. 16. Be baptized, and wath away thy 
Sins, calling on the Мате of tbe Lord. л Cor. i. 2. 
called to be Saints, with all that їп every Place call 
upon the Name of ў efus Chrift our. Lord, | 

The Salutations at the Beginning of móft of the 
Epiftles, fuch as Grace and Реасе from (Һе! Lord 
УУс/ш Chrift до not deem to be Prayers, but folema 
Withes. That they are not Prayers, appears extreme- 
ly probable, from Rew. i. 4. Grace be unto you, and 
Peace from him which is, and which was, and which 
is to come; and from, tbe тем Spirits which are бех 
Sore bis Throne з who are very juflly thought to be che 
feven Angels mentioned. Chap. viii. 2... But no Chri- 
{Нап can allow that Angels have any Title from Scrip- 
ture to religious Invocation. As; therefore, this Sa- 
lutation in the Revelations is a pious With of Help 
and Favour from God, Chrift, and the angelic Spirits 
(whom God and Céri/t employ in various Offices for 
the Benefit of the Church) fo the Salutations in the 
Beginning of той of the Epiftles are molt» probably 
pious Wifhes of Grace and Favour from God and 
Chrift: And remarkable it is, that whereas thro’ the 
Book of Revelations folemn Worthip is chiefly paid to 
Almighty God, who is reprefented as fitting upon the 
Throne, very often by falling down and worfhippiag 
him only ; and fometimes Honour, Blefling, and Glory 
аге aícribed to the Lamb, together with God: there 

- is- 
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is no Inftance of any fort of Worfhip paid to. the fe- 
Үзэг Анар, exprefly faid to be prefent at the 
ате ume. —— | ! 
rally, there аге Inftances of Glory direétly given 
us Chrif. 2 Pet. ii. 18. Our Lord, and Savi- 
our Jefes Chrift : to him be Glory, both now and for 
ever. Rev. 1. $, 6. Unto bim that. loved us, and 
wathed us from our Sins in. his own Blood, and hath 
made us Kings and Priefts unto God and his Fathers fo 
bim be Glory and Dominion for ever and ever. Rev. v. 
13.Blefling, and Hosour,and Glory, aad Power be unto 
hum that ücteth upon the Throne, and to the Lamb 
for ever and ever. Chap. vii. то, Salvation to our 
god which fiteth upon the Throne, and unto the 
a 


mb. 

г All the rett of the Inftances of Glory being given 
in Gripe ve either direéted to the Perlon bt the 
d ly, or to the Father through Chrift. 

h regard to the Honour which Chriftians are re- 
ired to pay to the Holy Spirit; by comparing the 
you may obferve, that we are directed,. either 
Bit Ьу Example, to baptize іп. his Name, 


| Blelling from him ; «o acknowledye him as 
\ s 10 folemn Affirmations; to take heed. го: «o 

Ait him ; nor го do Defpite to him ; not to tempt 
5 поё (6 grieve him. See. above, p. 95. But 
аз fe i potting up Prayers and afcribing Glory directly 
то the Períon of the Holy Ghoft, we have no Warrant 

iom Scripture either by Precept or Example. The 
y Spirit is never reprefented as fitting, upon a 
Throne, or exercifing any regal Authority, but fcems 
to act as the chief or principal of the miniftring Spi- 
Tits, for the Salvation of Men, under the Government 


* of God ard Chrift. 


_ When learned Men are preffed upon this Point, they 
can produce but three Paflages in the New Teita- 
ment, from whence they can, form the fal pope 
Grounds for the offering up Prayers to the Holy Spi- 
rit. The firk is Marth. xxviii, 19. Go ye, and teach 
JI Nations ---- baptizing them, into the Name--- of the 
Holy Ghf. But this ў have confdered шеді : 
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fee, p. 70. Only I would juft refer it to your com: 
mon Senfe, whether being baptized into the Name of 
the Holy Ghoít, or into his Guidance and Direction, 
be of the fame Import with addreffing ourfelves to him 
in Prayers от Praile. The plain Reaíon why the Holy 
Spirit is joined with God and Chrif in the Form of 
Варийт, evidently appears from the whole Scheme 
of the Gofpel Difpenfation, becaufe he is the chief 
Inflrement whereby they govern and fanétify the 
Church. 

2. 2 Cor. xiii. r4. The Grace of our Lord Jefus 
Chrifi, and the Love of God, and the Communion of 
the Holy Ghoft, be with you. This is afolemn With 
of St. Paul, that the Favour of Chrifi, the Love of 
God, and the Communion of tbe Holy Ghoft, or the 
joint-partaking of the Holy Spirit, might beand con- 
tinae with the Corinthians. There is certainly a wide 
Difference between а With that the Corinthians might 
continue Partakers of the Holy Spirit, and invoking 
the Holy Spirit in Prayer. If this had beena Prayer 
to the Holy Spirit, St. Ракі would have expreffed 
fomething proper to be given to the Corinthians by 
the Holy Spirit. Bac the Communion of the Holy 
Spirit neceffarily fignifies, according to the Ufe of the 
Greek Word in other Paffages, their being joint Par- 
takers of the Holy Spirit himíelf, or the Holy Spirit 
being given tothem. St. Pav/mentions the Communion 
of the Holy Ghoit in this Paffige, to fhew after what 
Manner helearneftly уу ед, that God and Chrif? would 
teflify their Love and Favour to the Corinthians, by 
imparting to them the Holy Ghoft: fo that this In. 
flance is fo far from being a Prayer to the Holy Spi- 
rit, that the Words, when rightly underftood, are ab- 
folutely inconfiftent with the Notion of praying to 
him, exactly agreeable to the whole Tenor of the 
New Teftament, wherein he is reprefented as given, 
fent, and employed by God and Chrif, as the chief 
Agent or Minifter of the Chriftian Church, without 
exercifing any regal Authority. 

3- The next Inftance fometiroes produced to prove 
the religious Worfhip of the Holy Сћой, is Rom. ix. 

t. 
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| t. I fay the Truth in Chrif, Ilie not, my Confcience 
ай ede ne Witoefs ín the Holy A St. Paul 
is fuppofed to appeal by an Oath to the Holy Ghott, 
and an Oath lw 


has always been efteemed an АЯ of re- 
Jo anfwer to this let it be obferved, that if the Form 
xprefion be compared with other Texts of 

the fame Nature, it will appear, that this is not a 
dire& Appeal to the Holy Spirit. The natural Inter- 
peme of the Words feems to be this; I fpeak the 
rath as a Chriftiao, and herein I have the Teltimo- 


ny of my own Confcience enlightened by the Holy 

irit ; what is tranflated in (be Holy Gboft, may as 

properly be rendered by or through the Holy Ghoft. 

vot to multiply Texts which undeniably prove this 

Interpretation, it is ufed twice in the fame Verfe. 1 

. . €». xii. 3. No Man fpeaking бу the Spirit of God, 

calleth 27 accurfed ; and no Man can fay that J'e/vr 

ty d ord, but ду the Holy Gholt. The Word in 

the Greek is іт. St. Paul upon this folemn Occafion 

als to his own Confcience ; and as he knew he 

_was infpired by the Spirit of God, and could prove 

the Truth of his Pretenfions by fenfible Effects, ic 

muft add great Weight to what he was going to de- 

liver, concerning his Regard for the Fewi People. 

If it be farther maintained, that though there be no 

dire&t Appeal to the Holy Spirit, yet the Words ne- 

йу imply an Acknowledgment of the Holy Spi- 

i being Witnefs of his Sincerity : I anfwer, that this 

| no Argument of his Title to religious У/осїйр by 

rayer as we have an Initance of ihe fame St. Paul 

* delivering a folemn Charge, or bearing Witnefs before 
d, the Lord «fu; Chrift, and the elect Angels. 

ic mult now be referred to your Judgment, whe- 

ther there be any Warrant from the New T'ettiment 

to addrefs ourfelves: to the Holy Spirit in Prayer, as 

no clear Ioítance of it can be found either by Precept 

or Example. As to any Doxology, or the afcribing 

of Glory to the Perfon of the Holy Spirit, learned 

Men do not pretend to affirm that any fuch can be 

found in Scripture. 
F 4 With 
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With refpeét to the religious Practice of offering 
up Prayers aad Praifes, or the afcribing of Glory, to 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft, as being one God, it 
is a notorious Matter of Faét, not to be overthrown * 
by all the fubtle Inventions of learned Men through 
the whole Chriftian World, that God Almighty hath 
not appointed himfelf to be woifhipped under this 
Charadler by Precept or Example, in any one Inftance 
im his holy Word *. " 

3 


9 I take this Opportunity to make my fincere Acknowledg- 
ments to the worthy and candid Author of, The ferious and dif- 
pofficnate Enquiry relating to feme Parts of our сайнд Worpip, 
occafioned by the Appeal, He has granted all that I could 
pofibly ехреб from a Clergyman of the Church of England, 
With теїрей to the Holy Spirit, he makes this honeft and 
Chriftian Declaration: 1 Lave carefully examined, and сапты deo 
ny the Truth of this Affertion, viz. That we have neither Pree 
cept or Example in the New Teftament to warrant the ad- 
dreffing ourfelves to him by Prayer or Praife. And I fird that 
many Perfons far more knowing than myfelf,bawe readily acknowledged 
this Truth, Again, with regard to the У/огдир of Three 
Perfons and one God, he allows, This alfo may be true: at Граў, 
for my own Part, I cannot prefume to affirm the contrary, not knows 
ing at prefent, of either Precedent cr Precept that I can alledge as a 
Sufficient Evidence in Difproof of tbe Affertion, See pag. 3. 

How eafily migbt all religious Controverfies be adjufted, if 
the contending Parties would fpeak their Minds with Candor 
and Simplicity. lam fo far from having the leaft Inclination 
to triumph in an infulting Strain, upon the Account of thefe 
important Conceffions, (which according to my humble Opi- 
nion, abfolutely demolifii the Atbanafian Scheme) that I hear- 
tily compaffionate the Cafe of this and many other worthy 
Clergymen, who think themfelves tied down by former En- 
gagements to continue the Ufe of Forms they can hardly re- 
concile to the Di&tates of Confcience, I would recommend 
to this Chriftian Brother (for 1 do not chufe to call him an 
Adverfary, tho' 1 differ (rom him in fome few Particulars) 
the Principles advanced in hisown Treatife, in regard to the 
Omiffion of the Arbanafian Creed. The fame Reafons, which 
juttify a Clergyman in difcontinuing the Ufe of the Arbanafien 
Creed, hold as ftrongly for the laying afide the A:banafan W or- 
Фір: All Forms that break in upon Scripture Worfhip, are 

null 
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) ew Teftament, wherein we have any Account 
APT ab LS of 


b 
ч вий and гн by the expte(s Principles of the Church itfelf; 
it is built upon the Foundation of that glorious Right of Pro- 

ЖЕ; s'and Chriftians to lay айдс, and ргогей againft, ай 

е t Рга@їсе in religious Matters’? Апа confeq ently, if 
a Cler, man fhould, upon a more: impartial Examination of 
re, be deeply 'conviliced, that the /frbanafan Worthip 
has no Foundation there ; (which Conyiétion E fuppofe he 
had not, when hé laid himfelf under Engagements to the 
Church) let him in a ferious and. folemn Magner, omit the 
third and fourth Petitions in the Litany, and all thofe Paf- 
fages which fet forth or imply a coequal Trinity ; and let 
him explain to the Congregation the Reafons of the Omiffion, 
and his Chriftian Refolution to adhere to Scripture Faith’ and 

Worthip, norwithftanding the Hardihips ‘he might be Rable 

to upon that Account: In this Cafe, "Edo! not chinkchim 

obliged to regn his Minifterial Office, provided be beweady 
to pay a willing Obedience to his Soperiors іп all lawful Ine 
flances, and ftri&ly conforms to Rites 4nd Ceremonies of an 
rent Nature, in the Appointment of which the Autho- 

ou the Church confits, and confequently the Obedience 

р iating Minifters i in fuch Cafes becomes a Duty. Itake 
that fuch a Clergyman will рос the moft fa- 

LS. flru&ion upon Words and Expreffions of an 

us Nature, and will not raife neediefs Scruples. In 

Фогт, that he will cheerfully conform to thé'Rules and Or- 

ders of the Church, fo far as her Authority really extends, 

1 cannot help judging, that fuch a Clergyman anfwers the 

ў Defign of Minifterial Conformity, as he omits no Parts of the 

‘LacGrgy, but fuch as the Church had no Right to impofe, 
„ава which, indeed, fhe never would have impofed, if our 
firtt Reformers had feen all the Light of the prefent Age, 

- "Some perhaps may be inclined to judge that this State of 
the Gale is too ftri@ and (суеге, аз itvcuts off all Hopes, of fu. 
ture Preferment, and expofes a Clergymanto the Hazard of 
being’ deprived of all his Sydfiftence. Аз to this, my, Argu- 
ment proceeds wpon the Truth of rhe Gofpel, which has made 

(s- Duty of all Chriflians, and more particularly 

хоё Minifteri, to take up the Crofs of Chrif when the Ahad 

3 ae it at their Hands. 9” 
э gous d E 5. 
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ef religious Worfhip ; it is fubmitted to your common 
Reafon, whether the Worfhip. of three Petfons and 
one God be not ехргейу contrary to the folemn Deter- 
mination of Chbri/? and his Apoflles:'it being declared 
By them in great Numbers of Inftances, that the one 
God and Father of all is the only fupreme Object, to 
whom, or to whofe ultimate Glory, all religious Wor- 
йыр thould be direcled. 

This Argument, drawn from the Silence of MM 
ture, with regard tothe offering vp Prayers and Praifes 
to the Holy Ѕрігіє, "ара to Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghoft, as being one God, very flrongly proves that 
the received Doétrine of a coequal Trinity was never 
delivered Бу Chrif and his Apoftles ; it being impof- 
fible to conceive that a Perfon who is Tipp to be 
of equal Dignity withGod the Father,(nould never have 
one Prayer. Фисйед to him, fhauld have no Glory 
afcribed to him, in the Writings of the Apoftles, from 
whom alone we have received an Account of the 
Chriftian Difpenfation. Not to worfhip the Holy 
Spirit in Prayer and Praife, if he has an equal Title 
to it with God the Father, is a criminal Мерей, 
which muft be charged upon the Аройеѕ themfelves ;, 
and.whether thofe holy Men, who had the Gift of 
Infpiation, were millaken in the right Obje& of reli- 
gious Worfhip, let any ferious Chriitian judge. | 

If the Obiervations made concerning the Holy Spie 
rit, Pag. 66, ic. be well founded, as indeed they 


Others will judge, whiofe Principles are too much confined” 
by legal Settlements, that the Liberty I have contended for, 
exceeds all reafonable Bounds, and too muoh invades the 
Authority of lawful Superiors Now, not to infit upon 
what I'believe is true, that there are few Clergymen in the 
Church who are ftri& Conformift in every Particular, my 
Anfwer to (осн Perfons is (hort and decifive :- Gofpel Faith 
and Gofpel Woríhip are of infinitely more Weight than 
Law and Rubrics ; all the Authority Civil and Ecclefiaftical 
of the whole Globe ought to be rejected, when the Glory of 
the One Supreme God and Father of ай is the Pointin quo- 
Яюп, which has been fo much darkened by the Inventions of. 
Men in almoft alLAges and Countries. 

feem: 
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1 to me highly probable ; we have not only the 

ilence of the facred Writers, as ап unanfwerable Ar- 

‘ ponen offering op any Prayer and Praife to the 

¢ Holy Spirit, but likewife ап exprefs Prohibition, the 
Worthip of Angels being condemned as Will-worfhip. 

Jeff. ii. 18. And as І have produced very confider- 

able Proof, that the Angel fent to St. Joa was the 

Holy Spirit, the Point is ftill more ftrongly eftablifh- 

ed = for he himfelf abfolutely refufed Worthip from the 

holy Apoftle. Rev. xix. 10 to Ch. xxii. 8, 9. And 

› I Jobn faw thefe things, and heard them; and whea 
I had beard and feen, I fell down to могћір before 

the Feet of the Angel, which foewed me thefe things. 
(Tis obfervable that this is the very Expreffion which 
our Lord made afe of, when he promifed the Holy 
Spirit before his Death. обл xvi. 13, 14. Не, 
namely, the Holy Spirit, av/// /Dexw. you Things to come 
——  — He fhall receive of mine, and all few it un- 
£0 you.) Then faith he unto me, fee thou do it not; 
for fam thy Fellow-Servant, and of thy Brethren the 
Prophets Worfhip God. It has appeared a 
-«onfiderable Difficulty to many Writers, how St. одл 
could be twice tempted to offer Worthip to an Angel, 
which he тай know to be contrary to the Law of 
d ; and, indeed, I fhould think it unaccountable, 

if awor/bipping before the Feet of the Angel implied an 
АД оё religious Могыр. But the Мога, which we- 
tranflate Worthip, fometimes fignifies nothing more 
po high Degree of civil Refpect made to Perfons 
of fuperior Rank, according to. the Cultom of the 
Eaftern People. This undeniably appears from many 
-exprefs Inftances. See Mar/.xviii 26. Ruth ii.vo. 1 Sam. 
‘xxv. 23. with many other Paffages of a like Nature. 
The Apofile might probably then mean nothing more 
than а lowly Аё of civil Refpe&, as the Word ex; 
prefling itis fometimes ufed in this Senfe : The Con- 

text and Circumftances of the Difcourfe eafily deter- 
- mine, whether іс be applied to religious Worfhip, or 
civil Refpe&. The Anfwer of the Angel (eems to 
imply, that no religious Worfhip was intended to him : 
He fays nothing of жиз or Danger of falíe | verd 
" 0 ip +. 


( тоё) 

Mip ; either does he fpeak of the Unlawfalsefs of 
paying a proper Refpeét. to any Being whatfoever ; 
but forbids St. zb» to make any Acknowledgments 
to him for the extraotdinary Favour of this Revela- 
tion, becsufe be was no more thaw his Fellow- Servant, 
employed Бу God to reveal things relating to the 
Church of Chrift ; and therefore all his Thanks and 
Gratitude were due to God, and not to him. We 
have an Inftance fomething like this in the Book of 
Tobit, xii. 15, 16, 17, 182 where, upon the An el 
Rapbael difcovering himfelf to Tobit, and his Son To- 
bias, they were both troubled, and fell upon their 
Faces: For they feared, (or exprefled a reverential 
Awe for fo great aFavour) but he faid ото them, 
Fear not, for it fhall go well with you; praife God 
therefore, For not of any Favour of mine, but by 
the Will of our God I came ; wherefore praife him 
for ever. 

As the Angel refufed the leaft Acknowledgment 
from St. Jobn for the extraordinary Favour of this Pro- 
phecy, becaufe he was по тоге than a miniflring Spirit 
employed by God to deliver his Will ; the Arga- 
ment holds ЁШ ftronger againft cffering up any Prayer 
ог Praife to a miniftring Spirit ; and therefore, if the 
Angel fent to Sc. Joba was the Holy Spirit, which ap- 
pears extremely probable from what has been already 
obferved ; to worfhip the Holy Spirit by Prayer ог 
Praife, mutt be thought abfolutely unlawful, it being 
exprefly condemned by the Spirit himfelf, at a Time 
when he kad done St. John a greater Favour than was 
ever vouchíafed to any Chriftian ; and confequently 
the Argument drawn from the Holy Spirit being fent 
to be our Comforter, to guide us into ай Truth, and te 
bep our Infirmities, is of no Force to prove his Tide 
to religious Invocation. i 

Again, how is it poffble to imagine that it was the 
Defign of the facred Writers to fix the Belief of Father; 
Son, and Holy Ghoft, three Perfons and one God, in 
the Minds of Chriftians, as they have left us по Ex- 
ample of any fort of Worfhip directed to three Per- 
fons and one God? If this had been a fundamental 
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- Doctriae of the Gofpel, we fhould not only have had 
E and frequently expreffed, but likewife fo- 
 lmn ers and Praifes would have been afcribed to 
Almighty God under the Character of three Perfons ; 
otherwife the Apofiles themfelves have left us in the 
dark, with regard to "ав effential Part of Chriflian 
Worfhip. Can it enter the Heart of any ferious Chri- 
ftians to believe, that it is neceffary to their Salva- 
tion, to conceive of God as three Períons, when the 
Apoftles themfelves have never made it the Duty of 
) Chrittians to offer op any Prayer or Praife to God un- 
der any fuch Charaéter ; but in all the Examples of 
Worfhip to be found in their Writings, Almighty God 
isalways addreffed toas one fupreme intelligent Agent 
or Perfon, one God and Father of all ? 
It will be proper now to confider the celebrated 
of learned Men, drawn from this Article of 
Worthip, which f. will endeavour to reprefent to you 
briefly in its full Strength. In the Old Teftament the 
Worthip of one fupreme God, and none elfe, is án 
exprefs Command enforced upon the Jews, under the 
fevereft Penalties ; which Command is confirmed by 
our bleffed Saviour in the New Teftlament, Mart. iv. 
то. and confequently there is по fuch Thing in Scrip- 
ture as any inferior Worfhip whatfoever ; all Perfons, 
all Beings whatfoever, are abfolutely cut off from ail 
Pretences of every kind to any fort of religious Wor- 
fhip, excepting the one fupremeGod : and therefore it 
is argued and maintained by the learned Defenders of 
the Arbanafian DoGtrine, that becaufe т etigious Worthip 
. is confeffedly aid to C5rift in the New Te(lament, he 
тай be one God with the Father, 
. To which it is anfwered from the Obfervations al- 
ready made, that God's expres Command to worfhip 
one fdpreme God, and him only, does not preclude 
God-from a Right to appoint an inferior Worfhip to 
be paid toa Perfon in the Capacity of a Mediator ; 
which we find to be a plain Matter of Fact recorded 
im the Gofpel : fo that this Argument.of learned Men 
isin effect levelled араїай the Gofpel Account, which 
bas revealed to usan inferior Worfhip paid to Chrift, 
xə as 
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as Mediator and Redeemer. Our Saviour declares 
that all Men fhould honour the Son even as they ho- 
nour the Father ; which Words indeed at firft View 
feem to fignify that the Son has a Title to equal Ho- 
nour with God the Father; but if the Form of the 
Expreflion be examined in other Inftances, or the Con- 
text be confidered, the contrary will appear very 
plain: Be ye merciful as your Father is merciful. 
Luke vi. 36. This is my Commandment, that ye 
love опе another, a» have loved you. Jobn xv. 12. 
Thefe Examples, to which many others might be add- 
ed, are fufficientto fhew that the Word as is ufed to 
denote a general Likenefs, and nota ftri Equality. 
А; to the Context, the Reafon is affigned by our Lord 
himielf, why the Son mutt be honoured as well as the 
Father. The Father judgeth no Man, but bath com- 
mitted all Judgment vo the, Son. He that honoureth 
not the Son, honoureth not the Father which hath 
fent Ыт. 

Again, it is ехргєйу declared by St. Paul, that, 
becaufe our Saviour fubmitted to the Miferies of this 
mortal S:ate, God raifed him by his Grace or Favour 
to extraordinary Honour, that every Tongue fhould. 
confels that Jefus Chrift is Lord, to the Glory of God 
the Father. 

In the Book of Revelations, the Worthip of Chrift 
is paid to him under the Chara&er of a Lamb that was 
flain, and had redeemed us to God by bis Blood. 

Can any Thing be a plainer Matter of Fa&, than 
that the honouring the Son, becaufe the Father hath 
committed all Judgment unto him; the confefling 
Chrift хо be Lord, to the Glory of God the Father ; 
and the Worfhip of the Lamb becaufe he was Паш, 
is an inferior Worfhip ; and confequently cannot be 
efteemed of fo high a Nature as the folemn Adora- 
tion of the one God and Father of all, without. dero- 
gating from his fupreme Honour and Glory; on 
whofe-Grace and Favour, all the Honour due to Céri/t 
entirely depends. 

When, therefore, learned Men earneftly contend, 
one after another, that to worfhip бё? with inferior 

or 
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or médiatorial Worthip, is exaétly of the fame Na. 
тоге with the Pra&lice.af the Рарїйз, who pray 10 An- 
gels, Saints, and Virgin Mary, they really (without 
confidering what they do) abuíe the Gofpel Account 
of Chrift's Mediation and Interceffion ; and, indeed, 
derogate from the fupreme Authority of Almighty 
God, asif he had no Right to appoint a Mediator and 
Interceffor, and to command. an inferior Wor(hip to 
be paid to him in tha: Capacity. Je is very furprize 
ing that learned Perfons fhould urge fo weak a Pre- 
tence, as if it was an unan(werable Argument. I mult 
refer it to your common Reafon, to judge of the 
Strength of it. Papifts pay inferior Worfhip to An- 
els, Saints, and Virgin Mary, without any Warrant 
биш Scripture ; and therefore it is argued, thac we 
muft not worfhip Chrift with inferior or mediatorial 
Worthip, tho’ exprefly commanded by Almighty God. 
This is really arguing in Defiance of the plain Doc- 
trine of the New Teflament, wherein we are requir- 
ed to pay abfolute fupreme Honour and Worfhip to 
the one G d and Father of all, and inferior or media» 
torial Worfhip.to the one Mediator Jew Chrift, who 
is reprefented, at the very Time of his receiving the 
greate(t Honour recorded of him by the facred Wri- 
ters, under the Character of а Lamb that was лїп; 
az Chara&er abfolutely inconfiltent with.the Notion of 
his fupreme Godhead ; а. Character abfolutely incon- 
fiftent with the Notion of his Tile to fupreme Honour 

and Worfhip. 
: Aad now, my dear Chriftian Readers, having made 
fach Obfervations upon the Collection of Texts relat- 
ing to religious Worfhip, as 1 think naturally follow 
from them: ; and having, hope, given a fatisfa&iory 
Anfwer to the celebrated Argument of learned Mea 
upon this Article ;. D flatter myfelf fo-far as to believe, 
that youewill bring in the Verdi&l, and determine the 
Queftion propofed to your Examination, according to 
the Evidence fairly. laid before you ; namely, that che 
true Chriftian Form of Worfhip, as feiled by Chri 
and his Apoftles, is tovoffer up-our Prayers to the оос 
God and Father of all, in the Name and through the 
2 Me 
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Mediation of ш Chrift, for thé heavenly Affiftance 
of the Holy Ghoft; and fo far, indeed: the whole 
Chriftign World are agreed. Again, from the Prac- 
tice of the Apoftles you may conclude, that іс is law- 
ful to put up Petitions, and afcribe Glory, directly to 
Chrift, as Mediator, or Redeemer, to the Glory of 
God the Father. But as no Example of invoking the 
Holy Spirit in Prayer, can be produced from Scrip: 
ture, and as mo Glory is afcribed to him, you wall 
judge this Pra&tice to be a Piece of Will-worfhip, not 
warrantéd by the Word of God ; and I am afraid you 
will naturally determine, that religious Addreffes to 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft, as being one God, is 
fomething worfe than Will-worfhip, as it is introduc- 
ing an Obje& of Woifhip exprefly contrary to the 
Light of Reafon and Scripture, and ап Object that 
does not really exit; there is no fuch Being asthreé 
Perfons and one God. To invoke God under the 
Charaéter of three ены Perfons, when it is the fos 
lemn Determination of Mefes and the Prophets, of 
Chrift and his Apoftles, that he is one fupreme Lord 
and Governor, one fupreme intelligent Being,'or Perfon 
of all poffible Perfection, is little lefs than a dircét 
Breach of the folemn Covenant eftablifhed between God 
and the ewik People in the Old Teftament, and be» 
tween God and all Mankind in the New ; and confe- 
queritly the Worfhip of three Perfons and one God is 
falfe and antichritlian, that owes all its Support to che 
Inventions of Men. 

It із no Wonder that this corrupt Worfbip, which 
did not obtain in the Chriftian Church till near four 
hundred Years after the Times of the Apoftles, pro- 
duced by Degrees fo many fuperititious and idola: 
trous Practices, namely, Invocation of Angels, Saints, 
Virgin Mary, and all the grofs Corruptions that are 
yet found in the Church of Rome. When Men once 
‘depart from the right Worfhip of the one fupreme 
Lord and independent God of the whole Creation, they 
run into numberlefi Superflitions. This has been too 
fadly verified by the Hiftory of almoft all Ages and 
"Countries. 

. In 
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+ In ordér to give you a Notion of the Worfhip that 
ed in the primitive Church, I will prefent you 

ith an Account of it from the great Origen, one of 

e той learned and zealous Chriftians in the early 

es: He was born in the Year of our Lord 185, 
and died about 253. His whole Life was chiefly de- 
dicated tothe Study of the Scriptures, and the pro- 
жоор the Caufe of Chriftianity, for which he endur- 
ed тазу and grievous Sufferings. In a Book which 
he wrote agsin(l an Adverfary of Chriftianity, he pro- 
Хейеѕ to explain the true Obje& of religious Worfhip. 
After having obferved, that Angels ought not to be 

ipped, altho’ they are employed as тіпійгіпр 
Spirits, for our Advantage, he gives this Account of 
ithe Chriftian Worfhip. 4 appeal to the Learned for 
the Faithfulnefs of my Tranflation from the Greek. 

- We ought to Offer up ail Supplication, and Prayer, 
and Interceffion, and "T hankfgiving to the God over 
all, thi ойг High Prieft, who is above Angels, 
tbe living Word and God : We may alío invoke the 
E -himfelf, and intercede, and give Thanks, and 
pray to him, if we can Misi between Prayer in 
the moft proper Senfe, and Prayer in, a figurative 

And what he underflands by this Diflin&ion, he 
clearly fers forth in another Place: namely, “ We 
worfhip (fays he) the one God and his one Son, and 
Word and Imagé, with Supplications and Prayers, 

sording to our Power, offering up our Prayers to the 

od of all, through his only begotten Son: to whom 
we firit offer them, entreating bim, as being the Pro- 
pitiation for our Sins, to prefent, as our High-Prieft, 
our Prayers and Sacrifices, and Interceflions to the 


=. all." 

_ The fame Author has left a large Book concerning 
Prayer, which he has fully treated in all its Parts. 
When he comes to explain the Nature of Prayer, with 


ж See Origen againft Celfus, Book eth, Pag. 233. Edit. 
er, 


T Origen agaiuft Cfi Book 8th. Pag. 386. Edit. Spencer, 
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regard to the Object of it, he expreffes himfelf in the 
following Manner. ‘* If we underíland what Prayer 
is; namely the mof folemn Prayer, as diftinguithed 
from mediatorial, we той not offer ор this Prayer 
to any derived Being, not even to Chrift himfelf, but 
to the only God and Father of all, to whom our Sa- 
viour himfelf prayed, and teaches usto pray. For 
when he had heard that, Teach us to pray, he does 
not teach 08 to pray to himfelf, but to the Father, 
faying, Our Father which art in Heaven. Again, it 
remains therefore, ((ауѕ he) that we pray to the on- 
ly God, the Father of all; but not without our 
Migh-Prieft. Therefore the Saints in their Prayers 
or *Phank(giviogs return Thanks to God thro’ Je- 
fus Chrift. But as he who prays in the ftri and 
proper Senfe, ought not to pray to bim. who him- 
felf prays, but to him whom our Lord Jefus hath 
taught us to call Patber io our Prayers ;. fo we ought 
not to offer up any Prayer to the Father without 
him, Jobn xvi. 23, 24. Again, we ought not to 
pray to him (in the Senfe before explained) who із 
appointed our High. Prieft by the Father, and to him 
who hath received of the Father to be our Advocate, 
but to the Father through our High-Prieft and Ad- 
vocate (or Comforter.) 

From this Account it undeniably appears, that ав» 
folute fupreme Honour and Worfhip were paid by the 
Яг Chriftians to the Perfon of the Father, as the one 
fupreme God, and that the Worfhip of Chrift. was ine 
ferior and mediatorial, exactly agreeable to the Doc- 
trine of Scripture. 

Again, it is obfervable, that here is an entire Si- 
lence about offering up any dire& Worthip to the Per- 
fon of the Holy Spirit. And as for the Worfhip of 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, three coequal Perfons 
and one God, there is not fo much as the leat Co. 
Jour or Pretence for it to be found in the Account of 
this learned and zealous Chrittian, when he profeffes 
to fet forth the true Chrilliaa Могыр. It may be re- 


1 Sce Origen of Prayer, Pag. 78, Gc, Edit, Reading. 
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erred to the Cónfciences of that Part of the Learned, 
feem determined to fupport the 4thanafian Wor- 
fhip, whether the d re& Invocation of the Holy Spirit 
Prayer, and the Worfhip of three Perfons and one 
, can poffibly be reconciled with the Praétice of the 
Primitive Church, as diítindly fet forth by this 
learned Chriitian. 
~ And now, my deir Chriftian Readers, if I have 
been fo hippy as to fet you right in an important 
Point of Pech and Worhhip, joia with me in folemn 
‘Thanks to the Father of fius, who Байг enabled a 
plain and weak Chriftian to employ that one little 
‘Talent committed to his Charge, for the Benefit of 
Chriftian People. 
e ны remains, but that I point oat to you your 
а | Duty аз Chriftians ; and more particularly, 
"I would be fuppofed to addreís туе! to you who are 
"MeinbésibEche Church of England. 
~ Admitting that, by Means of this Treatife or 40 
other Help, you are deeply convinced that God АГ 
“mighty is one fupreme intelligent Being or Perfon, one 
eme. Lord and Governor,the God and Father of our 
"Lord Jefus Chrif ; and that Chrifi and the Holy Spirit 
‘are Perfons inferior to him, and employed by his fu- 
Заан, Authority in very high Offices for the §alva- 
‘tion of Men ; Chrif being appointed Mediator, Head, 
Сапа King of the Church, and the Holy Spirit firt Mi- 
"miller in its Government, who has Angels for his Af- 
"fitants: in this Cafe, as Chriftians and Dilciples of 
Chrift, you have an undoubted Right to make a feri- 
‘ous and folemn Proteft араіой the Do&rine of the 
Athunafian Creed. 
Again, admitting that, by a careful Confideration 
‘of all the Paffages in the New Teftament, relating to 
‘religious Worfhip, you are convinced in your own 
Confciences, that abfolute fupreme Honour and Мог. 
“Йир are due to the Períon of the Father, as the one 
fupreme God ; and thatthe Worthip of Chrif is inferi- 
‘or or mediatorí;], redounding to the Glory of God the 
Father; and that there isno Warrant from Scripture 
to адаг ourfelves in Prayer and Praife direétly to 
the 
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the Holy Spirit ;. and laftly, that- the offerin any 
fort of Worthip to God, A being three. coe БП Pere 
fons, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft, is abfolutely in- 
confiftent with the Gofpel Woríhip: in this Cafe. you 
have an undoubted Right to proteft againft the third 
and fourth Petitions of the Litany, the Colle& for 
Trinity Sunday, the Proper Preface in the Communion 
Office for Trinity Sunday, and all thole Paflages in. the 
Liturgy which imply or fet forth a coequal Trinity. 
The common Doxology, or the afcribing of Glory, 
to Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft, is not warranted by 
Scripture, the Holy Ghoft being never mentioned in 
any Scripture Doxology, either dire&ly or indireétly. 
But as we are commanded to pray in (or ду) the Hely 
Со. Eph. vi. 18.. Уийгао. and our Chriflian Profeffion 
is exprefly declared to be made in (or by) tbeHoly Gboff. 
з Cor. хїї, 3. it cannot be thought unlawful to mention 
the Holy дот in Doxologies, provided it be dove 
according to the Scripture Form, in (or 5j) the Holy 
Ghoft ; fo that the Common Form тау be шей only 
by the Change of and into i» the Holy Ghoft iG 
be to the Father, and to the Son, in the Holy G 

0 the Father, as the one fupreme God ; to the 
a нь in (or бу the Affflance of) the I 


As Chriflians; or Diíciples of the blefled Jefus, it 
3s your Duty to make an hóneft ahd open Profefion 
of your religious Principles, ith regard to fuch an 
important Point, wherein the Honour of the опе fu- 
preme God, and the Уо ір we owe him, are deep- 
у concerned ; this is ап effential Character of Chri//'s 

ciples, and required as ап exprefs Condition by 
our Lord himfelf. Luke ix..26. Whofaever thall be 
athamed of me, and of my Words, of him fhall the Son 
of Man be afhamed, when he ПП come in his own 
Glory, and in his Father's, and of the holy Angels. > 

If you are permitted to enjoy the Benefit of pub- 
lic Worhhip, and to be Partakers of she Lord's Sup- 
рег, notwitbftanding your open РгоЁСШоп, I do noe 
think you are under any Obligation. to feparate your- 
felves from the Communion of the Church of.Eng/and, 

as 
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as the er Part of the, Liturgy is confiftent with 
the ri inion concerning Almighty Сой; parti- 


ularly che Creed called the Apoftles, which is read 
in the-daily Office; and the Nicese Creed too, fome few 

Expreflions excepted, namely, very God of very God 
———of one Subflance with the Father-———Lord of — 
Life———who, together with the Futber and the Son, is 
eworfhipped and glorified.: It is remarkable, ‘that the 
Chriftian Doctrine is fet forth very ftrongly in the firft 
Article. J believe in one God. the Father Almighty, 
Maker of Heaven and Earth. This was the old Chri- 
flian Language in a// the Creeds in aX the Chriltian 
Churches for the firi three hundred Years after Chrifi : 
andit is a Matter of Faét well known to the Learn- 
ed, that the Expreílions excepted apainít in the Nicene 
Greed, or rather Con/tantinopolitan Creed, concerning 
our Saviour, as not warranted by Scripture, did not 
obtain in any genuine Creed till the Үеаг-325, and 
that the unfcriptural Expreflions: concerning the’ Holy 
Spirit were not added ull the Year 381. 

-[t may not be improper to give you a Specimen of’ 
We. t I here prefent you with one'of 
the oldeft, delivered. by the. expreís Authority of a 
Chriftian Bifhop, Jrenzus by Name, as an ‘authentic’ 
Account of the-Faith of the whole Church at that 

1 He was made Bifhop. about the Year of our 
179, 8 little more than. eighty Years after the 
Death of 5c. Jobn, the oldeft of all the Apoftles, and 
had received his Inflructions from Polycarp, Bifhop of 

Smyrna, a Difciple of St. Fobn, as he has informed us: 
himfelf. I appeal to the Learned for the Faithfulnefs 
of my “Granflation from the original Greek, in which 
it was. nned. 

-** The Church, (fays he) being difperfed through 
the whole World, even to the Ends of the Earth, 

ath received from the Apoftles and their Difciples 
this Faith; In’ one God the Father Almighty, who 

Heaven and Earth, and the Seas, and ail that: 

is in them; and in опе Jefus Chrif, the Son of God, 
who was incarnate for our Salvation ; and in the Ho- 
ly Spirit, who by the Prophets preached the үжээй 
хо” А ations, 
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fations, and the Advents, and the Generation from: 
the Virgin, and the Paffion, and the Refurre@tion’ 
from the Dead, and the Afcenfion of the beloved: 
Jefus Chrift our Lord in the Fiefhinto Heaven, and his’ 
coming from Heaven in the Glory of the Father, to 
fum up all things, and to raife again all the Већ of eil 
Mankind, that to Chrift Jefus our Lord, and God, and 
Saviour, and King, according to the good Pleafure of 
the invifible Father, every Косе fhould bow, of Things 
in Heaven, in Earth, and under the Earth, and that 
every Tongue fhould confefs to him, and that he 
fhould perform jut Judgment to all: That he fhould. 
fend into everlafting Fire, fpiritual Wickedneffes, and 
Angels that tranígreffed and were Apo(lates, and the: 
ungodly, and unjuít and unrighteous, and blafphemous 
Perfons: But to the righteous, and holy, and tothofe’ 
who have kept his Commandments, and have continued’ 
in his Love, either from the Beginning, or after their 
Repentance, that he might grant Iecorruption and: 
eternal Glory, beftowing оп them, as Matter of Fa- 
vour, eternal Life. . . 
This Preaching and this Faith the Church having’ 
received, as I faid before, altho’ it be difperfed thro” 
the whole World, carefully preferves, аз if it inhabit- 
ed the fame Houle: it believes thefe Things, as if 
it had one Sou! and one Heart, and uniformly 
preaches, and teaches, and delivers thefe Things as 16 
it had but one Mouth. For altho’ there are different: 
Languages in the World, yet the Power of the Tradi-! 
tion is one and the fame: and neither the Churches 
which are planted in Germany, have a different Faith, | 
or different Tradition, пог thofe in Iberia, nor tholen 
among the Celta, nor thofe which are planted in the: 
Бай, nor in Egypt, notin Libya, пог in the Midi 
the World ; But as the Sun, the Creature of God, is? 
one and the fame in all the World; fo the Preaching B 
of the Truth fhineth every where, and (учи: 
all thofe who are willing to come to the Knowledge’ 
of the Truth. And among the Governors of the — 
Churches, neither he who is той powerful in the” 
Word, will fay any thing different from thefe Things : 
" (for 
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none is above his Matter) neither will he, who 
| c in fpeaking, leffen this Tradition. For the 


"ath being one and the fame, neither he, who 
can fay much, can ‘enlarge it, пог he, who can fay 
‘but little, candiminith it.” See Book the 10, Chap. 
kar Pag. 45, “с. -Grabe’s Edit. 
ou ought te efteem this-Account of the Primitive 
Faith of che greateít Importance, becaufe this Chii- 
ftian Bifhep profeffes to declare what was uniformly be- 
lieved thro’ the whole Church at that Time. He fo- 
Jemaly affures us, chat the Belief of one God, the Father, 
the Maker of Heaven and Earth, exprefly diftinguifhed 
from Chrift and the Holy Spirit, exactly agreeable to 
the Doctrine of Scripture, was the Faith to which no- 
thing could be added, and from which nothiag ought 
to be diminifhed. In defcribing the Perfon of our Sa- 
viogr, he gives him the Titles of Богд, God, Saviour, 
and King, and at the fame Time he carefully main- 
tains the fupreme Authority of the one God aed Fa- 
ther Almighty, by expreüy declaring, according to 
Scripture, that ali the ион due to Chrilt depends 
ароп the good Pleafure of the invifible Father. The 
2 too is defcribed, according to Scripture, 
as the [nfpirer of the Prophets, but he is not flyled a 
Lor Lord. 
| muft now be referred to your Determination, 
whether the Athanafian Dorine of the Trinity ob- 
tained in the Chriftian Church at that Time, if the 
Teltimony © эфес Bifhop be of any Weight, 
when he folemnly profeffes to. give an exact Account, 
of the Faith of the whole Church. without Addition or 
Dimigution ? No poffible Realon can be affigned why 
this renowned Віћор, after having declared the Faith in 
God the Father Almighty ; and in one Jefus Chrift ; 
and in the Holy Spirit; со poffible Reafon, I fay, can 
ч aligned why he оџа neglect to acquaint us, 
that thefe three Perfons are one God, but this unde- 
niable one, that the Doétrine of three Perfons and one 
God, was neither heard, nor thought of in his D ys: 
This is an Addition made to the Faith once delivered 
to the Saints, and virtually condemned by this Ac- 
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Tt is obfervable, that the Father is ftyled God by. 
way of Eminence, as exprefly diftinguifhed from е, 
Son and Holy Spirit, above feventy Times in our 
Common Prayer Book ? I mean fuch Expreffions as. 
thefe, namely, Almighty God, the Father of our Lord 
Felus Chrift — pardoneth, and fo forth, — in the Ge- 
neral Abfolution. О Lord God Almighty, who didit 
endue — with fingular Gifts of the Holy Gboft ==; 
through Jefus Chrift our Lord. Collett on St. Barsas 
bas's n. 

Again, in the Prayers the Chriftian Form of Wor-. 
fhip is generally obferved, they being directed to the 
Perfon of the Father, in the Name and through the 
Mediation of the Son, for the Affitarce of the Hol 
Spirit; and Chrif and the Holy Spirit are ao - 
declared, according to the Scripture Language, to be 
Jent ot given by the Father. The fecond Petition of. 
the Litany, and fome few ColleO:, are dire&ed to. 
Chrift as Redeemer, or Mediator, which is warranted 
by the Practice of the Apo(tles, provided you мо ір, 
him to the ultimate Glory of God the Father. { 

Iam perfuaded that there are feveral Clergymen. 
of the Church of England, who. groan under the. 
Weight of the апаран Forms and Worthip, that. 
would be very glad of your Affiftance to be delivered _ 
from fo great a Burthen upon their Confciences: foch 
Perfons would be fo far from being offended at your, 
open Profcflion and Proteft, that they would rejoice аё, 
the good Ufe you had made of your Chriftian Liberty, 
and the Honefty of your Profeffion. 4 

There are other Clergymen, who, though they do_ 
not yet fee the Errors of the Arbanafan Forms, еп. 
tertain moderate and charitable Sentiments of thofe 
who differ from themfelves: fach candid Clergymen 
would treat you as Chriftian Brethren, notwitbitand- 
ing your Diffent im fome Particulars ; they would fu - 
fer you to enjoy the Benefit of public Worfhip, and - 
to communicate with your Chriftian Brethren peace- _ 
ably and quietly. - ex 

But, as it тий be expected that many Clergymen . 


will exprefs a warm and blind Zeal for Doftrines and, 
re- 
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Tligious Pra&ices eflablifhed by public Authority, 
tight or wrong ; if it be the Lot of any of you to ас- 
tend upon the Miniltry of fuch Períons, you may be 
called by the opprobrious Names of Heretics and 
Schifmatics, jut as Papifts call Proteftants, becaufe 
they refufe to join in religious Profeffion and Могыр 
not warranted by the Word of God: if they Љоша 
fo far as to pronounce you unworthy of the Bene- 
d of public Worfhip, and fhould abíolutely refufe to 
_ give you the Lord's Supper ; in this Cafe I muft beg 
С to deliver my Sentiments freely and honeflly, 
that thofe Clergymen are the Heretics and Schifma- 
tics, and not you, as they infit upon Terms of Chri- 
fian Communion, which never were required by 
Chrifi and his Apoftles.  Amidft all the various Opi- 
nions of Se&tsand Parties, the Gofpel Rule is very 
plain and certain ; namely, that whofoever believeth 
Jefus to bethe Chrifi, and fincerely endeavours to 
upnderíland the Will of God, as revealed in the New 
.  Teftament, and above all детопйгасез the Sincerity of 
his Profeffion by living agreeably to the Lawsof Chrif, 
is a real Chriftian, whatever Errors he may fall into, 
rovided his Miftakes are confiftent with an hone(t 
к and real Goodnefs ; and, confequently, fuch a 
_ Peron is entitled to the Charity and Fellowfhip of 
| ns for this undeniable Reafon, becaufe he will 
Role» accepted of God, as опе who anfwers the 
grand Defign of the Gofpel of Chrift. By thewing а 
Difpofition and Readinefs to communicate with your 
Chriilian Brethren, notwithitandiog your differing from 
them іп fome important Points, you аё a Part wor- 
thy of the Difciples of Céri/?, who ought, if poffible, 
to unite in Affection and brotherly Communion, 
- though they cannot in Opinion. But if nothing will 
be thought fufficient to entitle you to the external 
Privileges of Church Communion, but profeffiag 
Doétrines, and conforming to religious Practices, in 
рч со the Di&ates of Confcience, and the ex- 
prefs Authority of Scripture, you have in this Cafe an 
undoubted Right to join yourfelves to fome other So- 
ciety, more frec from caste хан if any fuch can 
be 


Dn ane ann 


7o. OWMeM n RE m 


( 122 ) 


be found ; or elfe to form a Society ороп the Plan of 
the New Teftament, wherein nothing оша beim- 
pofed ороп Chriftians, but what is exprefly delivered 
by С} and his Apoftles. 

In all your religious Concerns that affect your eter- 
nal Salvation, and your Title to God's Favour, the 
Gofpel is. your Које, and Chrif your only Lawgiver 
and Judge in thofe Points. The New ‘Teftament is 
a plain аах of the Will of God. It was de- 
figned for you as well as the Great and Learned. 
You have no Occafion to regard the greateft Authori- 
ty upon Earth, in Oppofition to, -ог inconfiftent with, 
what you fee written there. It is the Comfort of all 
fincere and honcít Chriftians, that they are to give 
an Ассоши of their ACüons to God and Chrif, at^ 
that folemn Time, when the Secrets of all Hearts’ 
{за}! be difclofed. 

Stand falt io that Liberty, with which God and 
Chrifl hath made you free. J 

J beg Leave to add, with refpe& to thofe Clergy - 
men, who may bedifpofed to give you odious Names, 
and to refuíe you the common Privileges of Chriftian 
Communion, upon a fair and open Profeffion of your 
Chriftian Principles ; that the very fame Arguments 
which Proteftants make ufe of again the corrupt 
PraQtices of the Church of Rome, may be urged with’ 
irrefiftible Force againit the AtLanafian Worfhip. : 

The Proteftant jultly argues, that Almighty God is 
jealous of his Honour, and hath referved to himfe 
the fole Privileze of appointing what Wo:fhip- his 
Creatures (hall offer up to their great Creator, To in- 
troduce Обје of religious Worfhip, which he hath’ 
not commanded, is a high Indignity to the füpreme 
Lord of Heaven and Earth ; and therefore to invoke 
Angels, the Virgin Mary, and Saints, as Mediators 

or e ван with God, whom he hath not appoint- _ 
ed to that. great Office, is exprefly contrary to his 
Will, as there are no Inflances to be found in the 
Word of God, of any ‘fuch Honour beftowed upon - 
them ; our Saviour being the only Mediator commif- 
fioned by God to execute that important Office. In 
3 " this 
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this Manner iniight a Proteftant argue with the Papifts, 
‘to which no -Anfwer can be made, but what is drawn 
ee wie fupported by- worldly In- 
(t. 
“ijn the fame Manner you ‘might be enabled (o ar- 
with thofe Clergymen, who infift upon it, chat it 
the Duty of Chriflian People to conform to the 
Athansfian Уогйр. The Holy Spirit, indeed, is re- 
prefented in Scripture as a Perfon of greater Dignity 
than the Angels themfelves, being the principal or 
cbief of the miniftring Spirits employed by God and 
Chrifi in very high Offices: but he is never exprefly 
ealled*God or Lord in Scripture; he is-never repre- 
fen:ed as fitting upon a "T'hrone, or exercifing any re- 
gal Authority. We have no Command or Example 
of praying to him ; there is no Glory afcribed to him 
through the whole New Teftament ; and confequent- 
ly to invoke him as God in Prayer, and Чо aícribe 
Glory to him, are Inftances of Will-wor(hip not war- 
ranted by the Word of God. With refpe& to the 
Worfhip of Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft, as being 
one God, all Chriftiins, who can read the New Tef- 
tameot, may plainly fee, that this Worfhip is fo far 
from being commanded or authorized by the facred 
Writers, that the Worfhip there required is abfolute- 
fiftent with it; the one fupreme God, who is 
y deferibed by the Character of Father, being 
€ tly fet forth as the only Obje& to whom, or to 
ultimate Glory, ail religious Worfhip fhould be 


М The Church of Rome had as good а Right to im- 
pofe the Worfhip of Angels, Saints, and Virgin Mary 
upon the Confciences of Men, as the Church of Eng- 
damd had to impoíe the Wajfhip of the Holy Spirit 

, and three Perfons as one God. It is not pre- 

"that this latter is as bad as the former : but as 

both owe all their Support to the Authority of Man, 
without any Warrant from the Word of God, Chri- 
Жаа People are as'much juftified in laying afide the 
Ufe of the опе, as cur Anceítors were, about two 
huadred Years ago, ii = the other ; neither 
2 can 
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can the contrary be maintained without relapfing in- 
to the effential Principles of Popery, and in Effect de- 
claring that Chriftian People have a Right to exercife 
their Judgment when they reject the Doétrines and 
Practices of the Church of Rome, but they have no 
Right to judge for themfelves if they fhould happen 
to differ from any Doctrine or religious Practice of the 
Church of England. In this Cafe, our firt Reformers 
pulled down the Authority of the Pope of Rome, and 
fet up themíelves as Popes of the Church of England. 
But it is the Duty of all fincere Chriftians to proteft - 
againft all Corruptions, whether found in the Church 
of Rome, or Church of England, and return to the 
plain Simplicity of the Gofpel of Chri/t. 

Itis to be hoped that Chriftian Clergymen will not 
make. Ufe of fuch Arguments in Favour of the Joven- 
tions of Men in the Worthip of God, as would effec- 
wally have flopped the Progrefs of Chri@ianity itfelf, 
when it was firit preached by the holy Apoftles, If 
it be the Duty of Chriftian People now to make fo- 
lemn Profeffions, and conform to Мо Пір offered up 
to Objects, without any Warrant from. Scripture, 
merely becaufe eftablifhed by public Authority, it 
was equally the Duty of the People, when the Арой!ез 
preached up the Acknowledgment of one fupreme 
God, and one Mediator Je/us Chrift, in Oppofition 
to the eftablilhed Superftition, and idolatrous Pradtices 
of the Heathen World; upon this Principle, I fay, it 
was the Duty of the People at that Time to have re- 
jected the preaching of the Apoftles, as being contrary 
to Law, contrary to the Decrees of their Priefls and 
May; iílrates. 

Again, as they profeís themfelves Clergymen of 
the Church of England, they fhould confider that the. 
Church itfelf, in which they officiate, folemnly pro- 
оез the Scripture to be the only Rule of Faith and 
Practice ; neithercan they juftify their Separation from 
the Church of Rome upon any other Grounds than the 
Right of all Chriftians to judge for themfelves in Mat- 
ters of Religi n, without which мет ult have lain to 
this very Day in the groís Corruptions of Popery : 

“this 
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this very Church, I fay, had no Right to exift at firft 
2 t upon the glorious Privilege of Chriftians and Pro- 
eftants, to profeís Scripture Doétrines, and practife 
| Scripture Worfhip. 
1 M pere s, it will be faid, is there no Submiffion 

required of Chriftian People to their lawful Governors Р, 

h not Chrift left his Church to be directed and go- 
verned by the Paftors of Chri/fs Flock? And how can 
there be any Government at all, if Inferiors are under 
no Obligation to obey tbeir lawful Governors? Та 
which 1 anfwer, that it is doubtlefs the Right of law- 
ful Governors to fettle Matters of external Form and 
Decency (withoot which there can be no public Com- 
manion of Chriftians) ; and it becomes Chriftian Peo- 
ple to pay a ready Compliance with Rites and Cere- 

jonies of an indifferent Nature, and to fubmit to 
public Authority, fo far as they can do it confiftently 
with acknowledging Cór:/ as the King and Head of 
the Church, who alone had a Power given him by 
Almighty God to declare and fix the Terms and Con- 
ditions, проп which Chriftians are entitled to God's 
Favour here, and Happinefs hereafter. Again, it is 
doubtlefs the Duty of Chriltian People to efteem their 
immediate Райогз and Inítru&ors very highly for their 
Works Sake, when they make it their Bufinefs to in- 
cileate the plain and fundamental Points of the Gof- 

el of Chrifi, and the indifpenfable Neceffity of a 
5 Life; and above all, when they fhew them by a 
confcienrious Difcharge of their minifterial Office, and 
the en aging Force of good Example, that they are 
more iolicitous for the fpiritual Good of the Soulscom- 
mitted to their Charge, than for their own temporal 
Advantage. 

But the Point of Church Authority and Obedience 
to Clergymen is carried beyond all reafonable Bounds, 
when Chriftian People are required to profels Doctrines 
as neceffary to Salvation, which they cannot fee, with 
all the Helps and Affiftances which Providence bas af- 
forded them, are made fo by Cri? himíclf; and 
when they are required to worfhip а Perfon as God, 
without any Warrant from Scripture, and (о worthip 
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God under a falfe Character: in all'fuch Toftances the 
plain Duty of Chriftian People is to obey God rather 
tban Man. 

I prefume to add, that it is the great Duty of the 
Governors of the Church to remove all juit' Occafions 
of Offence from the folemn Offices of public Woifhip, | 
and to impofe nothing upon СВиН ап People, but 
what they may perceive with their own Unde:ftand- 
-ings, when properly inflructed, is agreeable to the 
Word of God. But if the Governors of the Church 
will take no Care to reform Abufes and Corruptions, 
Chritlian People have a Right to be informed, that 
the Authority of Councils, Convecations, Bifhops, and - 
Prefbyters, is human ; and confequently ought to be’ 
difreparded, when it ftands in Competition with the 
expreís Determination of C£ and his Apoftles. 

Chriftian Miniflers, efpecially thofe in great Power 
and Authority, ought ferioufly to confider the folemn 
Anathema, or Curfe, pronounced by St. Pau, in his 
Epillle to the Ge/atians, Ch. i. 8. Though we, oran 
Angel from Heaven, preach any other Gofpel anto 

òv, than that which we have preached unto you, let 
fs be accurfed. To preach another Gofpel, accord- 
jeg to the plain Meaning of St. Pau/, as explained by 
himfelf, is to add Terms and Conditions of Salvation 
without any Warrant from Chrifi. I am afraid this 
Charge muft fall very hard upon all thofe whovare re- 
folved to fupport the Ufe of the Athanofian Creed, it 
being the evident Defign of it to damn the Profeffo:s 
of one Spirit, one Lord, one God, and Father of all, 
unlefs they believe at the fame Time, in Defiance’ to 
common Senfe and the awful Determination of the 
facred Writers, that the Father, Lord, and Spirit are 
one God ; a Doctrine that is fo far from being deliver- 
ed by Chrif and his Apoftles, that it has not fo much 
as the Sound of one fingle Text to fupport it in the 
Word of God. 

And now, my dear Chriftian Readers, having de- 
livered my Sentiments freely and honeltly, in order to 
eftablifh in your Minds juit Notions of your Chriftian 
Liberty, I cannot conclude without exhorting you by 

the 
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Mercies of God, that you imprint ороп yout 
ts the ftrict Obligations you are under to demon- 
е the Reality of your Chriftian Profeffion, by liv- 

ing as becometh the Gofpel of Chrifi. 
- The Gofpel of Cori? was not defizgned to amule 
ind with ufeleís Speculations, not to fill their 
ith fubile and myfterious Notions 5 but to offer 
Terms of Reconciliation and Favour from the 
fupreme Father of all rational Creatures. Our bleffed 
Saviour, a Peifon of exalted Dignity next to God 
himfelf, was employed upon this glorious Bufinefs, who 
is the one Mediator, through whom all the В/е лу 
. of the Gofpel Covenant are difpenfed ; in which God 
engages оо his Part co below on all fincere Difciples 
Of Chri , Pardon of Sio, the gracious Aids of his 
. Holy 5ри to ай their Endeavours after Rignteout- 
nefs, and an eternal Reward in the Kingdom of Hss- 
.ven. On the other hand, fincere Chriitians engage 
-oa their Part to make folem Profeffion and Acknow- 
Jledgment of опе fupreme God, and one Mediator Je- 
Дш Chrift, to bring forth Fruits meet for Repentance, 
d go on the remaining Part of their Lives, in che 
iform Practice of all Virtue and Goodnefs, as being 
ane ry Qualification for that extraordinary Happi- 

nels promifed in the Golpel- 

If by Means of this Treatife, fincerely intended 
r your Service in your higheft and той important 
єтей, you have gained better and more exact No- 
yns of God and Chrifi, and plainly fee the Worthip 
Сод as determined by Cori/t and his Apoitles, free 
from all, аата Javentions; I muft earneftiy belecch 
-you, as you pay any Regard co the heavenly Doctrine 
ОЁ the Gofpel, to confider yourfeives under more (0- 
-lemn Eag:gements to lay ahde ail Vice and Wicked- 
nels, to get above every corrupt Appeute, and to fhew 
“Ву your Lives and Actions that you аге Chriltians in- 
deed. Let it be your principal Care to put in Practice 
the шиг of Chrift, which have a natural Tendency 
to reform the Hearts of Men, and raife them to great 
Degrees of Purity and Holinefs; they will make you 
more eafy and happy even in this prefent Life, as well 
G4 as 
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as iofallibly fecure a glorious and eternal Reward. 
The Laws of Chrift are frequently mentioned in the 
New Teftament, and more particularly they are fum- 
med up in the fifth, fixth, and feventh Chapters of 
St. Mattheav's Gofpel. ‘They are not Laws about 
Forms and Ceremonies, Things of leffer Importance, but 
about great and weighty Duties, Piety, Righteoufnefs, 
and Sobriety, which cannot fail to render all thofe ra- 
tional Creatures, who put them in Pra&ice, acceptable 
to God. It is carefully to be obferved, that the Sub- 
je&s of С?з Kingdom were to be known, not fo 
much by their Words and outward Profeffions, how 
fpecious fo ever, as by the Icfluence of his Laws upon 
their ‘Vempers and Lives; and that no Perfons what- 
foever can be Heirs of the Kingdom of Chrift and of 
God, whilft they continue vicious and unrightéous. 
Chriflian Sinners ought to efleem it as Matter of in- 
finite Favour, snd what can never be fufficiently ce- 
Jebrated with the Tongues of Men and Angels, that 
the Father of Mercies has not only affured them of 
Pardon, after numerous and provoking Offences сот: 
mitted under the Light of the Gofpel ; (which is a State 
of vaflly more Guilt than that of Jews and Hea- 
thens before their Converfion to Chriftianity); but has 
Mkewife promifed them a glorious and eternal Reward, 
provided they retura onto him in Newnefs of Life, and 
become really virtuous in thofe very Inftances wherein 
they have been vicious, and continue in a fleady 
Courfe of univerfa! Righteoufnels till the End of their 
Lives. But Chriftian Sinners cannot expect to be ac- 
cepted upon lefs than this, confiflently. with the plain 
‘Terms of the Chriftian Covenant. ‘The Habit of one 
Vice wilfully perfifted in without Amendment, cuts 
off all Hopes of the Happinefs of Heaven. It is the 
folemn and repeated Determinatien of the Apoftles, 
that neither Fornicators, nor Idolaters, nor Adulterers, 
nor Effeminate; nor Sodomites, nor Thieves, nor Co- 
vetous, nor Drunkards, nor Revilers, nor Extortio- 
ners, nor Lyars, nor Malicious, nor Revengeful, 
whilft they continue fuch, fhall inherit the — 

: о: 
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. God. SeerGr.vi. 6 — 11. Galat, v. 19—21. 
. xxi: 8. xxii. 16. 

As Chriftians (hould be exemplary for all Virtue and 
Goodnefs, fo more particularly they fhould be difin- 
guithed from a corrupt and wicked World, by an honeit 
and open Profeffion of their religious Sentiments in 
Points of great Importance, notwithítanding any Diffi- 
culties and Difcouragements they might be liable to, 
spon that Account; by univerfal Love and Charity to 
all Mankind ; by Purity and Holinefs, as Members of 
Chrift, and Believers of a glorious Refurrection ; and 
by Patience under Sufferings, which they cannot ho- 
worably avoid, if it fhould pleafe God to call them 
to fuch a State, as remembring that they ргоёеб them- 
{elves Difciples of a crucified Mafter, who under- 
went the той bitter Sufferings in the Caufe of God 
and Truth, 

_ Thefe were the glorious Methods by which the Doc- 
tine of Chrift prevailed in the Бей and puret Ages of 
the Chriftian Church, whén Hardíhips and Perfecutions 
generally attended the Profeflors of Chriftianity. That 
afew weak and inconfiderable Men, without.Power, 
Riches, or Learning, íliould work their Way, in Op- 
pofition to the Interet of Heathen Priefts, the Power 
of Magiftrates,| the Pride and Intereft of Philofophers 
orwife Men, and the Prejudices of the common Peo- 

twho were under the Influence of the former; that 

t Numbers of al! Orders and Ranks fhould give 
up the eftablifhed | Superftitions of their. refpective 

"ountries, and embrace the Profeffion of Chriftianity, 
Which expofed them at that Time to: Lofles, Suffer- 
inp, and even to fome cruel Death; that the weakelt 
Períons, even Women and young Perfons, fhould en- 
dure the moít amazing Torments with undaunted 
Courage; that Men fhould become new Creatures, ac- 
cording to the beautiful Language of the New Tefta- 
ment, when they took upon themfelves the Name of 
Chris that the Vicious and Debauched fhould be 
converted into Pure and Holy Perfons, the Malicious 
and Revengeful into Kind and Forgiving ; ina Word; 
that Men fhould abandon their molt favourite Vices 

G 5 allow- 
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allowed them by their old Superiition, rand lead ftri& 
and holy Lives, according to the Laws of Chrift: гай. 
which are notorious Matters of Faét, well known to 

thofe who areacquainted with the State of the Church . 
for the firit three. hundred: Years after Chrif. This 

amazing Turn of Things, I fay, cannot be account- 

ed for upon any Principles of human Nature, without 

acknowledging (оте extraordinary Affiftance from Al- 

mighty God, and without believing that C5ri/? and his 

Apofiles had an immediate Commiffion from the: fu- 

preme Lord of Heaven and Earth, їо reform the cor- 

тир: State of Yes and. Heathens. 

"Thus I. have been naturally led, by the Courfe of ту: 
Chriftian Exhortation, to furnifh you with ап Argu- 
mient'to “prove. the Truth of the» Gofpel, whieh fas 
flood the Teft of thefevereft Trial. 1 have confult- 
ed the moft ingenious Writers of the prefent Age, who 
have fet themfelves openly to difprove the Trath of 
Chriftianity ; but they have given no clear and folid 
Anfwer to this Argument ; and therefore I find myfelf 
а ftronger Believer than I was before. What has fur-: 
nifhed Unbelievers with the ftrongeft Weapons; is. the 
corrupt Doétrines and fuperftitious Practices which. 
have been introduced into» the Chriftian Church fice 
the ''ime of Con/tantine, the fitt Chriftian Emperor, 
about three hundred Years after Chri/t ; by whofe Ка» 
vour and extraordinary Liberality (though, Idare бау,, 
very boneflly meant at firfl) large Revenues and Pree 
ferments began to be annexed to the Ргоёс ов of Opi- 
nions, and Conformity to religious Pra&tices, not war- 
ranted by Scripture. Worldly Profperity corrupted: 
by Degrees the pure Doétrine of Céri/t and his Apoftles;. 
the Zeal of Churchmen foon took a different Turn: 
from what иеа to appear in the Church of Сл? : in-» 
flead of contending, like Chriftians, in the Spirit of 
Peace and Charity, for the Faith and Worthip once 
delivered to the Saints by the holy Apoftics, they be- 

an to employ the Engines of this World to fepport 
ditions of their own; and proceeded at lait, by 
the Affiftance of the Civil Power, tothe uumolt Lengths 
of. 
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of Cruelty and Barbarity. The Misfortune of it was» 

that religious Bigots had fuch an Influence over Em- 
_ perors and Magiitrates, that they perfuaded them it 
was a main Part of their Duty to propagate religious 
Doétrines by Force and Violence; to opprefs thofe 
who differed from themfelves, by the powerful Argu- 
ments of Poverty, Banifhment, and even Death itfcif. 
1.15 obfervable, that the perfecuted Party, when bya 
new Torn. of Affairs they had got the Civil Power on 
their Side, made ufe of the fame uochriftian Methods 
their Adverfaries had dane; although they had loudly 
ined of the Violence of others, yet they thought 
‘in their own Cafe to. employ the Engines of 
Гоца to diltrefs their Adverfaries. If Civil Go- 

: had confined the contending Parties to the Ufe 
of Spiritual Weapons, and had retirained violent Bi- 
gis injuring their Brethren, under Pretence of 

ligion ; if all had been equally permitted to exer- 

Gle their Judgments, and make their different Profef- 

fions according to their Confciences, the moft terrible 
Evils might have been prevented, and. the Peace of 

Chrillian Communities would have been eftablifhed up- 

00 a firm and lating Foundation. 

_ But. the Chriftian World was not fo bappy at that 
4 ine as to enjoy the Protection of Princes who under-, 
flood the true Nature of religious Liberty, and the 
. moít proper Methods to employ the Service. of Religi- 

on to. the Welfare of Society : fo Chriftians went ог, 
“Бу the Affiftance of the. governing Powers, in mutual 
Hatred and Pe:fecution, till ac laft Church Tyranny 

was thoroughly eftablifhed, and the grand Apoflacy 
ok place in. the. Chriftian Church. | The Kings. of 
the Earth (or Europe) were gradually prevailed upon, 
by ап aftontíhing Infatuation, to have one Mind, and 
to give their Kingdom, Power, and Strength to the 
great Mother of Harlots and Abominations, according 
to the prophetic Language of the Revelation, or in 
other Terms, the Church of. Rome: 1с is really hock- 
ing to read the Hiltory of the Church from thefe Ages 
downwards: we meet with little elfe but grofs Impo- 
fitions upon the Confciences of Men, fupported by 
G6 worldly 
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worldly Policy and Power ; we are prefented with the 
blackeft Scenes of Barbarity and Cruelty; the Бей 
fort of Chriftians tortured, murthered, and maffacred, 
becaufe they would not fall down and worfhip the 
golden Image fet up by wicked and unreafonable 
en. 

Butit ought to be obferved, that this amazing Cor- 
ruption of the Chriftian Church is clearly foretold in 
the Prophet Daniel, 2 Thef. ii. 1- 6-2. 1 Tim. iv. 
1—— 5. and ftill more largely in the Revelation; 
which is an unanfwerable Argoment of the ‘Truth of 
Scripture, as it has very plainly defcribed a wicked 
and unheard of Power arrived to a prodigious Height 
in the Chriltian Church many hundred Years before 
there were the Їеай Footfteps of any fuch Power in the 
World; fo that God Almighty, who brings Good 
out of Evil, has made the very Corruption of Chri- 
ftianity to be a flrong Proof of its coming from him. 
O the Depth of the Richer, both of the Wifdom and 
Knowledge of God! how unfearchable are his Judg- 
ments, and his Ways paft finding out ! x 

There was a fevere Check put to this tyrannical 
Power by means of the glorious Reformation, happi- 
ly begun in this and fome other Kingdoms ; and 
deeply obliged we are to thofe brave Men who fhook 
off the Yoke of Popifh Tyranny, and ргоёс ед the 
Scripture to be the only Rule of Faith and Practice! 
But, with all due Refpe& to the Memory of our firft 
Reformers, and our Governors both in Church and 
State, that fucceeded them, it may be obferved, con- 
fiftently with Truth, that religious Liberty was not 
thoroughly underftood till within thefe fifty or бху 
Years, 

At this Time I have the Happinefs of writing to 
you upon this important Point of Faith and Worfhip, 
when we live under an illuftrious Family now upon 
. the Throne, whofe Reigns have never been polluted 

with the Blood of Perfecution ; who have always re- 
flrained the fiery Zeal of Bigots from breaking in up- 
on the Rights of their other Subjects ; and have pro- 
tected them all io the Exercife of their undoubted 
Right 
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Right to judge for themfelves in Matters of Religion, 
without which what they embrace is improperly {tiled 
Religion. If you confider the State of the Chriftian 
Church, when it endured terrible Perfecutions under 
the Roman Emperors, and the по lefs grievous Evils 
which Proteftants have endured, and do 1111 endore in 
Popifh Countries; you mult efteem it a peculiar Hap- 
pinefs, that you can at this Time openly profefs your 
religious Sentiments, though they differ from thofe 
commonly réceived, without any Fear of perfecuting 
Bigots, who would gladly, if it was in their Power, 
аер and harrafs honeft Chriftians, who think it 
their Duty to pay a greater Regard to the Authority 
of their Lord and Matter 7e/us Chrif, than the De- 
trees of fallible and interefted Men. 
Youhave, at this Time, a glorious Opportunity of 
contributing your Part towards а farther Reformation 
of this national Church, and of making it a Praife in 
all the Barth. There have been, of late Years, very 
hamble and Chriftian Applications made to the Gover- 
nors of the Church, to reform feveral Parts of oar pub- 
lic Service. But no Point can, I think, more delerve 
the Attention of Chriftian Governors, than what Е 
have thought it ту Duty to propofe to your Exami- 
ution, as it has done infinite Mifchief to the Caufe of 
Chrift’s Religion ; it being in vain to expe& the Con- 
verion of Jews, Mabometans, and Heathens, whilft 
they are taught to believe, that the Doctrine of three 
Perfons and one God, and’ the Worfhip praétifed in 
. €onfequence of it, are fundamental Points of the Gof- 
pel of Chrift. But if this great Offence was once re- 
moved from the Churches of Chrif, we might then 
teafonably hope that the Time was drawing on apace, 
when, according to the Prophecies of Scripture, the 
Gofpel will be preached in its original Purity and Sim- 
licity, among all-Nations, and the Kingdoms of this 

orld (hall become the c gran of our Lord, and 
of his Chrif. Та that Day fhall there be one Lord, and 
hisName one, Rev. xi. 15. Zech. xiv. g. 


But 
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Вах let it be always remembered, and deeply im^ 
printed upon your Hearts, that whilft you are справ” 
ed in the godlike Work of removing Corruptions from 
the Church of Chrif, you fhould think yourfelves un- 
der the higheft Obligations to live foberly, righteoufly, 
and godly, this being the only Teft whereby you can 
prove your Sincerity in the Sight of God and Man. 
Т make no doubt, but that, if you profefs and practile 
according to your Confciences, in religious Matters, 
you will be enabled, by God's Holy Spirit, to conquer 
all the Temptations of the World, the Devil, and the 
Flefh, and go on in the uniform Difcharge of every 
Chriftian Duty. Value the Word of God, more 
efpecially the New Teftament, above all the Trea- 
{ures of this lower World. Keep your Eyes conftant- 
ly fixed upon that glorious and immortal Life promifed 
to God's faithful Servants. Let it be your Comfort, 
Delight, and Joy, to be frequently and fervently ad- 
dreffing yourfelves in Prayer to the one fupreme God 
and Father of all, in the Name of Chrifi, for the hca- 
venly Affilance of his Holy Spirit. Be zealous in: pri- 
vate Piety, but negle& no Opportunity of public Wor- 
fhip. LetLove and Charity be the ruling Principle 
ja your Behaviour towards your Fellow Creatures. 
Take all poflible Pains to poffefs your Souls and Во- 
dies in Purity and Holinefs, as being affured that hardly 
any Vices do fo much alienate the Mind from God, 
and extinguifh the Holy Spirit, as the Vices of Impa- 
rity and Debauchery. Be‘patient in every Tribula- 
tion. Live in conftant Preparation for your great 
Change. To exprefs myfelf in the Language of the 
Holy Apoftle, Giving all Diligence; add to your 
Faith, Virtue ; and to Virtue, Knowledge; and to 
Knowledge, Temperance ; and to Temperance, Pa- 
tience ; and to Patience, Godlinefs ; and to Godli- 
nels, brotherly Kindnefs ; and to brotherly Kindnefs, 
Charity. For if thefe Things be in you, and abound, 
they make you that ye (зай neither be barren, nor un- 
fruitful in the Knowledge of our Lord Jefus Chrift. — 
Wherefore, Brethren, give Diligence to make your 
Calling and Ele€tion fure : for if ye do theíe Things, 
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APPENDIX. 


S (оте learned Perfons of late Years haveendea-- 


voured to eftablifh the Doétrine of three Perfons - 


and one God, from fome Words and Expreflions of 
the Old Teflament ; it will be proper to confider what 
is faid there concetning God 
The Doétrine of one God is maintained and incul- 
cated in the plaineft and ftrongeft Terms by the Wri- 
ters of the Old Teflament. The Queftion is, whether 
one God fignifies one fupreme intelligent Being or Per- 
fon; or, whether it fignifies three coequal Perfons, 
united in one Effence or Subílance? In favour of 
the former Opinion itis maintained that the whole 
Tenor of the Bible, according to the common Ufage 
of Language, and according to common Senfe, fets 
forth one intelligent Being or Perfon, one fupreme 
Lord and Governor. Hear, О J/racl, the Lord our 
God is one Lord ; Jam God, and there is none be- 
fide me, cannot fairly be interpreted but of one Per- 
fon. Wherever the true God is fpoken of, in the Old 
Teftament, he is conftantly reprefented by fuch Terms 
as neceffarily denote him to be one Períon, fuch as Ze, 
bis, bim : and in all the Prayers, Praifes, and Thankf- 
givings, directly applied to God in the Old T'eflament, 
be is always addreffed to by fuch Terms as thefe, Thou, 
О God, or Гога; Thou, О Lord God. Let any one 
but carefully read the Prayer of Sc/omen, at the folemn. 
Dedication of the Temple, 1 Kings viii. and then let 
him determine by the Principles of common Senfe, 
whether he can poflibly believe that this Prayer is di- 
rected to more Perfons than опе. Or let him take a 
View of the Pfz/m;, where there are frequent Ad- 
drefies made to God, and he «annot help being con- 
vinced, . 


(137) 
“vinced, that God is conflantly reprefented as one Per- 
If be, bis, bim, thou alone, thy, thee, when ap- 
ied to » do not neceffarily point out one Perfon, 
the Ufe of Language ший be deftroyed, and the great- 
et Confufion muft be introduced into the facred Writ- 


| MA favour of the latter Opinion it is urged, that the 
Hebrew Word Elobim, which fignifies God, is a Noun 
lural, той commonly joined to a Verb in the fingular 
mber, whereby a Plurality of Perfons in the fame 
Effence or Subfance was intended to be fet forth ; that 
the Hebrews Word Jebovab, which is traoflated Lord, 
fignifies the Effence. ' Or, to exprefs this Opinion in 
plainer Words, that the Word God, when applied to 
the true God, in the Old Teftament, fignifes three 
Perfons ; and that the Word Lord fignifies, that thefe 
three Perfons are one God. This Opinion is chiefly 
founded upon the 26th Verfe of the firít Chapter of 
—. Gemefis, And God (namely, E/obim) faid, Let us make 
“Ма in our Image, after our Likenefs: and likewife is 
. confirmed by the 2zd Veríe of the third Chapter, Man 


i "n like one of ws. 
M 'thisit may be anfwered, that nothing certain 
can be concluded from the Hebrew Word Elobim being 
al, in favour of a Plorality of Perfons in the God- 
head ; becaufe all Languages have Words in the plural 
"Namber of а fingular Signification. With regard to 
Elohim (God) it is demonitrably evident, that it fome- 
“times neceffarily fignifies one Perfon. Not to mention. 
many undoubted inftances of this, the 6th and 7th 
Vertes of the forty-fifth P/a/m, according to the Inter- 
pretation of the Author of the Epiftleto the Hebrews, 
-undeniably prove it; for Elohim (God) in the 6th 
Verfe is applied to Chrif ; and Elohim (God) in the 
2th Verfe, is applied to God the Father, as being the 
Elohim (ог God) of that Perfon who has the Title of 
Elobim in the preceding Verfe: and confequently the 
Argument drawn from the Ufe of the Word Elohim, 
-as neceffarily fignifying more Perfons than one, is over- 
thrown by the Authority of an infpired Writer. 


Again, 
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fingular Number, or to fignify one Perfon, when it is 


‘were the Cafe, that plain T hinge fhould be determie- 
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Again, there are feveral Verfes in Daniet and Ezra» 
written in the Chaldee Language, which is little more 
than a Branch of the Hebrew, where the Word God 
is frequently ufed with the fame radical Letters as in 
the Hebrew, and is always in the fingular Number, or 
exprefles one Perfon, when it is ufed of the one tue 
God. . The Greek Tranflation, which was made about 
three hundred Years. before our Saviour's Time, al- 
ways ufes the Word God (Theos) which anfwers to 
Elohim in the Hebrew, in the fingular Number, when 
it fignifies the one true God. The fame may be faid 
of the Syriac T ranflation, which was made foon after 
the Days of the Apoftles, from the Beginning of the 
Old to the End of the New Teftament. Out blefied 
Lord was fo far from blaming the Jews for their uling 
the Word Elobim to fignify one Perfon, when applied 
to the one true God, that he has expreíly confirmed 
that Senfe by his own Authority, Jobn viii. 54. xvii. 
3. with many other Paffages to the fame Purpofe. Ac- 
cordingly every Penman of the New Teflament, -from ' 
the Beginning to the End, conftantly ufes the. Word 
Theos, which anfwers to Elohim in the Hebrew, in the 


Мей of the one true God. And. who the Perfon in- 
tended by God is, appears (not to mention feveral 
hundred Paffages to the fame Purpofe) from the un- 
anfwerable Words of St. Paul, Though there be that 
are cálled Gods, whether in Heaven or in Бан 
But to us there is but one God (Theos or Elokim) the 
Father, of whom are al! things, and we in him; and 
one Lord Fr/us Corifi, by, or through, whom are all 
things, and we by him. 

With regard to Сел. i. 26. and ii. 22. I think, 
with Submifüion to the learned Defenders of this 
Scheme, that though we could not give a tolerable Ac- 
count of two or three obfcure Expreilions, yet it would 
by no means follow, that we fhould give up the plain- 
eit and ftrongeft Evidences on the other Side. 1f this 


ed by doubrful and obfcure Paffages, it would be abío- 
lutely impoffible to underftand the certain Meaning of 
асу 
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any Book in the World. But even this із not the Cafe in 
the prefent Queftion. In the New Teftament it is ex- 
prefly declared that God'created all Things by 7e/us 
Chrifi, and therefore it may probably be prefumed 
that God Almighty is here reprefented as {peaking to 
bis Son, whom he employed as an inferior [nftrument 1 
` iù the Creation; and confequently the Expreffions of D. 
we, our, us, are accounted for, without admitting a 
Plurality of Perfons in the Godhead. 
But it is {ШЇЇ urged, that the Ехргейоп, 720 ит, na- 
turally implies an Equality in the Perfons. The Weak- 
nefs of this Argument will appear at Sight in other 
Inftances. Jfaiah i. 18. Come now, and /et шз rea- 
fon together, faith the Lord; Though your Sins be j 
as Scarlet, they fhall be white as Snow. ЇГ this -y 
Form of Expreffion neceffarily puts the Children of 7/- ! Ё 
rael upon an Equality with God, thee we may allow 
fome Force in this Argument. thing, therefore, 
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